«MK 
N „„ 


The Deos and Downes 110 
711 refs "m2 ore "8 


2 


ES. £ 3 
* 2 


: 
2 " 


che Day of t 


Sheyindy® 


. him 58 before bis] 


— 
8 8 1 


N ma ; be Bae 
| - 


* 


2 


R 


* 


— 


— 


ESE 


5 xr Boy ton eye, 7 mots, 


— 
. 
| 

« 


TOON Ia Dees. 
OS” int” i Os ZR 


* DS 
IT TIS \ ny 

— TIS oo 2 MES n 

n 1 N 


Ri 2 : | | 
H 8 pe” to thee now abou he l 
S wit will fare with the Fra, + 
* ander in the Vigeyatd of God... 
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ound maſt be cut dom „ e 1 4 1 
4 Cumber-ground Croſeſn, 1 is mt. 855 4 N . 
4 on to GOD, à Stumblings-block tothe World ana ß 
"Mg Memiſh zoReligion ; ; Lut & Sunveto his own Sout mh. LO 
„ his Excellency nount up to the Heavens, and * Ef, 4; 
Head reach unto the Clouds.; yet he ſhall periſh Jen „ 
7 Ws Hike his own Dung; they that haue een b; 1 285 
en le, Where is he £ Job 20% 6. =; Of. WH 
N Now they < count # Pleaſure tq riot in the Day: bing, „„ 
Pet. 2. 15, 14. But wt wid HY, aq was. r. "pl It 
Ix 1s fetched out? "> ot! 
= | The Tree, wheſe Fruit. withy oh; is 1 4 
ſee without. Fruit, a Tree twice dead, one bat * 
n be pluthed up by the Roots, Jude 14. 
O. thou Gumber-ground ! ! GOD expetts Fri, 
d will come ſeeking Fruit ſhortly. ä 
My Exhortation therefore is ta Profe ora that the * 
5 70 ir, that they Fake Head. 
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Jo th Rx APD ER. | 
The Barren Fig Tree in the Vineyard, and the 
Bramble i#theWood, are both prepared for the Fire, 
© Profeſſion is not a Covert to hide from the Eye of 
60D; nor will it palliate the revenge ful Threatnins 
e his-Jultice, be will command to cut it down (bortty. 
J e Church an a. Profeſſion are the beſt of 
"a Places for the Upright, but the worſt in the World 
” for the Cumber-ground: He myſt be caſt, as pro- 
ſaue, out of the Mount of GoD; Caſt, I ſay, over 
the Wall of the Vineyard, there to wither; thente 
to be gathered and burned. It had heen better for 
them that they had not known rhe Way o 
"Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2 21, And yet if they had 
ot, they tad been damned; bit it is better to go t1 
Hell without, than ing or from under a Profeſſion : The ſe 
Mall receive greater Damnation, Luke 20. 47. 
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be profane, 40 ſo likewiſe, For if the Righteou 


tie Ax; Barren Fig- Tree, beware of the Fire. 
But 1. will keep thee. no longer out of the Book 
CHRIST FESTS, the Dreſſer of the Vineyard 


eee thees, dig about the, and dung thee, tha 


tba mot bear Fruit; that when the Lord of th 
Vineyard comcth with his Ax t ſeeł for Fruit, « 
big Pree, they may eſcape that Judgment 7. 
E. - Cumber-ground »u/ to the Wood- pile, and ther 
to 75 Ire. Farewell. 1 . 
gSGrace be with all them that love cur. Lo x 
Jas o 8 in Sincerity, amen. e 
oy "JOHN BUNTA. 
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F thou be a Profeſſor, read and tremble : I thou 


1 carcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungadly and 
Vinners appear? Cumber- ground, ae Heed, of 


deronounce the Sentence of Damuation. on the Barrel 
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ef Luke 13. 6, 7, 8, 9. A certain un 1 Fa 
Tree planted in Lis Vineyard, and he tame and - 

ſonglis Fruit rAcYeOls ant ford now. The. tal 
he to the os of his Vitteyard, Belus "Thoſe © 

Bree Years come feching fruit outfit Tis , 
and find nne: Cnr it down, Why turcbereth it "158", 

[Grow £:-antd, be ai ſaith, Lord, let 1 
Allie ting Tir g 305 till 1 ſhall dig about i. aud. 

an it , and of ' 1} bear Fruit, well; ana if. nuts, 
. #jter that, rhe, halt cut it down. 
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T the B Beginning ef this Chaptes? we read) 
how 95 ne of the Jews came. co Iss 0 
CnRIS＋?, o tell him of the Cruelry | 1 

of Pontius Pilate, in mingling the Blood of the © 4 8 
Gableans with their Sacrifices. - At'heathentth 
OR and | prodigious Act: For therein he ſhewed,”” 25 
- 7255 3 | 


$ The Barren Fig-Tree. 
not only his Malice againſt the Jewiſh Nation, 
but alſo agioſt their Worſhip, and conſequent- 
ly their God. An Action, I ſay, not only 
heatheniſh, but prodigious alſo ; r the LoRD 
. Isus paraphraſing upon this Fact of his, teach- 
| eth the Jews thar without Repentance they ſhould 
all Ukewiſe periſh: Likewiſe, that is, by the Hand 
and Rage of the Roman Empire : Neither 
ſhould they be more able to avoid the Stroke, 
than were thoſe eizhtcen upon whom the Tower- of 
| Siloam fell, and flew them, Luke 19. 42, 43, 44. 
I !be fulfilling of which Prophecy, for their 
: Hardneſs of Heart, and Impenitency, was in 
the Days of Titus Son of 7ſpaſian, about forty 
Years after the Death of Chrift.- Then I ſay, 
were theſe Jews, and their City, both environ- 
end round on every Side, wherein both they and 
it, to Amazement, were miſerably overthrown, 
; Gon g:ve them Sword and Famine, Peſtilence 
and Blood, for their Outrage againſt the Son] co 
of his Love: So Math came on them to the ut | al 
terme, 1 The] 2. 16. 35 
No, to prevent their old and fooliſh Salve, th 
which they always had in Readineſs agamlly U 
ach Prophecies and Denunciations of Judg- m 
* meat, che Lord Jucvs preſents them withf th 
this Parable, in which he empharically ſhewy 
= them, that their Cry of being the Temple of t N. 
Lend, and of their being the Chudren of xe; 
i”, Abraham, &c: and their being the Church o 
Sop, it would-not ſtand them in any Steadf .- 
A who Thould ſay, it may be, you think iq. .; 
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help yourſelves againſt this my Prophecy, of 


his Vineyard, and he came and ſought Fruit thereon, 
Land is God's Vineyard, I know ir, and 1! 


| which, he ſet this Vineyard with Trees. Now, 


the Garden of God; for the Barrenneſd aid 
 VUnirattfalneſs of your Hearts and Lines, on 
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The Barren Fig Tree. 7 if | 


yur utter and unavoidable Overthrow,' by the, Mi 
nterelt which you have in your outward Pri- 
vileges : But all theſe will fail u: For what think 
you ? A certain Man had a Fig-Tree planted in 


2 none. This is your Caſe, the Jewiſh $i 1 


know al ſo, that you are the Fig-Trees. But, be- 
* .” . , * 'J 4 * ' l 
hold, there wanteth the main Thing, which is 


Fruit; for the Sake, and in Expectation of 


3 


ſeeing the Fuit is not found amongſt you the. - 28M 
Fruit, I fay, for the Sake of which he did at 
firſt plant this Vineyard; What remains; but 1 
that, in Juſtice, he command to cut you down, i 
as theſe that cumber the Eroma, that he ma plant 
himſelf another Vineyard? Then ſald h to. e, 
Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Behold, theſe three Years © YG 
come ſeeking Fruit on this fig Tree, and find none: Cut i 8 
down, Why cumbereth it the Gruma: This therefore 
muſt be your End, altho* you are planted 11 
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muſt be cut off, yea, rooted up, and i ont ? 
the Vineyard; - : het F 
In Parables there are two Things to be taben 1 
NO of, and to be enquired into of them that EE 
read. i Fes: 2 „ =. 
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Vi, The Metaphors made uſe off _, mw 
- Secondly, The Doctrine, or-Myferies-- couched: 
under ſuch Meraphors, e 
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The Metaphorr in this parable are: a } A cer- 


tain Man. (2.) A Vineyard (30 A Fig- 


Free, barren or fruitleſs. (4.) A Dreſſer. 
(5 ) Three Years: (6.) Digging and Dang- 


The. Deine or Myſtery, couched under 


a . theſe Words, is to ſhew us, What is like to be- 
eome of a fruitleſi or formal Profeſſor. For, 


1. By the Man in the Parable, (Luke 3.11 ) 
is meant GOD the Father. 

2. By the Vincard, (Mai. 5.0 His Ekired... 

3. By the Ig Tyree, a Profeſſer 8 

J. By the Preſſer, the Lok Ixsus. 


5. By che Ee ee, Barrenne!s, the Profeſſor's 
"RO 3 


6. By the three Burr, The Patience of God that 
for , Ine he extendeth-to barren Profeſſors. 

> This calling to the Dreſſer of the Vine- 
yard to tut it aown, is to ſhew the Outeries of Ju- 


I Pee Agninſi fruitleſs Profeſſirs. 


The Dreſſer 7 Anterceeding, is to ſhew, 5 
the She J=sus feps in, and takes Hold of he 


- Head of his Father's Ax, to ſtop, or at leaft to de- 
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fer PEO Execution-on-a Barren Fig- Tree. 
| The Dreſſers Deſi ire to try. to make the 
F 12 Tree fruitful, is to ſhew you, How un- 


Willing he is that ever a Barren F. gs ſhould | 


yer be barren, and, periſh. 


10. His digging about it, and dunging of i ir, : 
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3s to. ſhew illingneſs to apply Gofpet- 
= * to this barren any it be he 
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The Barren Fi g N 5 


The Suppoſition that the Fig: tree may | 
== 1 fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that when 


CuRisr Jsus hath done all, there ave Jane 


Profeſſors will abide barren and f; witheſr 


12. 'The Determination upon this Suppe th 
tion, at laſt to cut it down, 7s 2 Certain Predice 


tion of ſth Profeſſors unavoidable and eternal Dam 


Aton. 


But to take this Parable into Pieces, ind to 


diſcourſe more particularly, tho? vith all bre- 


ve, upon all the Parts thereof. 


[4 certain Man had. 1 g Tree planted in in hi is. 
| 3 


The Man, I told: you, is to preſent to us God 
the Father, by which Smilitade he is often ſet 


out in the New Teſtament. | 

Obſerve then, that it is no new Thing if. You 
find in Gop's Church Barren Fig- Trees, tromn- 
leſs Profeſſors; even as here you ſce is a He, 
a fruitleſs Tree, a fruitleſs Fig Free ia the V ne- 


yard. Fruit is not-16- eaſtly bronght forth, as 


a Profeſſion is got into; tis caß for a Man to 
cloath- himſelf with a fair She in the Fleß, 1 
to Word. it, and ſay, Be thou war med and finde 
with the beſt. Tis no hard Thing to do cbeſe 
with other Things; but to be fruitfal, Gs 
torth Fruit to God, this doth not every. Tree.” 
No not every 2 


. Tree! that ſtands in ch Vie 
yard of Gon. 
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10 -- The Harpen Fig. Tee. 
way,] aſſert the ſame Thing. There are 
Branches in CHRIST, in CHRIS T's Body my- 


ſtical, (Which is his Church, his Vineyard) 


that bear not Fruit, wherefore the Hand of 
Gop is to take them away. I booten for Grapes, 
and it brought forth wild Grapes, Iſai. 5 4. That 
is, no Fruit at all that is acceptable with Gop. 
Again, Hoſ 10. 1. Iſrael is an empty Vine he bring- 
eth forth Fruit wito himſelt, none to Gop, he is 
without Fruit to Gop All theſe, with many 
more, ſhew us the Truth of the Obſervation, 
and that Gop's Church may be cumbered with 
fruitleſs Fig-Trees, with barren Proteſlors. 


Had a [Fig-Tree.) 


Altho' there be in Göp's Church that be 
barren and fruiclefs; yer as I ſaid, 70 ſee 7o, 
they are like the reſt of the Trees, even a Fig- 
Tree: Twas not an Ozk, nor a Milom, nor a 
Thorn, nor a Bramble, but a Fig-Tree, Ezek. 33. 
31. They come before thee as the People cometh, Iſai. 
58. 2 3, 4. They delight to know my Ways, as 4 
Natieu that did Righteouſneſs, and forſook not the Or 
ainance of their Gop ; they ask of me the Ord: 
ances of Juſtice, they take Delight in approaching 
1 Go p: And yet but barren, fruttleſs, and 
unprofitable Profeſſors. Judas alfo was one o 
the Bwebve, a Diſciple, an Apoſtle, a Preat her, at 
cer, yea, and ſuch an one as none of the 


nien miſtruſted, but preferred before them 


ſelves, each one crying out, I ir Ir NJ 
5 ; A Mar! 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 


19. None of them as we read of, 


Mark 14. 


(Job 6. 50.) miſtruſting Judas, yet he, in 


Cukisr's Eye, was the Barren Fig Tree, a De- 
vil, a fruitleſs. Profeſſor. The fooliſh Virgins 
al ſo went forth of the World with the other, 


had Lamps, and Light, and were awakened 


with the other; yea, had Boldneſs to go forth, 
when the Midnight-Cry was made, with the o- 


ad caſt out the Heathen, and plant it. Ot fame 


fruitful Proſeſſors. 
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ther; and thought that they could have look * 38 
CHRIST in the Face, when he fat upon the 
Throne of judgment, with the other; and 
yet but fooliſh, bur Barren Fig-Trees, but fruitleſs , WA 
rofeſſors: Matth. 7. 22, 23. Many (faith 
CHRIST) will ſay unto me in that Day, this aud 
that, and will alſo talk of many wonderful 
Works; yet, behold, he finds nothing in them, 
out the Fruits of Unri brecufneft: Ag were 
altogether barren and fruitleſs Profeſſors. 1} | 
Had a Fig-Tree [planted . 14 
This Word [plamted] doth alfo reach far; 1 
it ſuppoſeth one taken quit of its natural Soil, 114 
or removed from the Place it grew in onde; 
one that ſeemed ts be called, awakened ; um 
and not only ſo but by ftrong Hand; car- 45 
ried from the World to the Church; fem Na El; 
ture, to Grace; from Sin, to Godlinets; Plal. Ml 
- 80. 8. Thou brought a Vine out of Egypt, thou 
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212 "The? Parr ty „ Fg Tee, 


It muſt be chncluded therefore, that this Pro- 
feſſor (that rematneth notw ichſtanding fruitleſs) 


e, as to the View and udgment of the Church, 


DO 


rightly brought in thifer; ; to wit, by Confeſ- 
Hon of Faith, of Sin, and a Shew of Repent nice 
and Regeneration, ( thus falſe Brethren Creep in 


una wares.) All theſe Things this Word plan- 


red intimateth; yea, further, that the Church 
5s ſattsfied with them, conſents they ſhould a- 
bide in the. Garden, and counteth them ſound 
as the reſt. But before Goh, 1a the Sight of 
'Gop, they are graceleſs Profeſſors, Barren and 


ful 716 Fig. Trees 


Therefore it is one Thing to be IN the Church, 


br in a Profeſſion; and another to be OF 5 


Church, and to belong to that Kingdom, that 1s 


| prepared for the Saint; that is ſo indeed. O- 


therwiſe, Being piamed, ſball it proſper? Shall it 
rat utterly wither, when the Eaſt wind toucheth it ? 
i ſball wither in Phe. Furrows where it grew, Ezck. 


17 10. 


| Had a Fig Tree planted in | his] Pinejard. 


In [Ve Vineyard. Hypocrites, with rot- 


ten Hearts, are not afraid ro come before Gop 
in Zion. Theſe Words therefore ſuggeſt unto 


us, a prodigious kind of Boldneſs, Land hard- 


ned Fearleisneſs: For what Preſumption higher, 
and what Attempt more deſperate, than for a 
Man that wanteth Grace; and the true Know- 


rage of GoÞ, to croud himſelf (in that Gon- 


dition 
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The Barren „ER Ter. 13 
dirion ) into the Houſe or Church of Gop ; er 
to make Profeſſion of and defire that the Name 
of Gon ſhould be called upon by him? 


Por the Man that maketh à Profeſſion of the 
Religion of Jxsus CnRIST, that Man hatt; 


as it were, 3 the Name of GOD ' upon himſelf, 
and is called and reckoned now, (how fruitleſs 


ſo ever before Gor or Men) the Man that hath 


to do with Gop, the Man that Gop owneth, 
and will ſtand for. This Man, I fay, by his 


Profeſſion ſuggeſteth this to all that know him, 


to be ſuch a Profeſſor. Men merely natural, 
T mean Men that have not got the Deviliſh 


Art of Hypocriſy, are afraid to think of doing 
this. And -of«the.reſt durft no;Man join himſelf to 


them, but the Penple magnified them, Acts 5. 13. 


And indeed it diſpleaſeth God ; They habe 
brought, ſaith he, Men undircumciſed into my Sm. 
Bury. And again, (Jai. 1 12) When you com 


to appear before me, who hath, required this at | 
Hana, to tread my. Courts? aich Gon, — 
have therefore ls d this Bols none in 


the viſible World, they only took it of the 


Devil; for he, and he only (with theſe his 


nation ot * 
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Diſciples) attempt to preſent themſelves inthe ZW 
Church before God. The Iures am the U 2M 
dren of the wicked One: The Tares, that is, the Mi} 
Hypocrites that are Satan's Brood, the Gena 
ration of Vipers, that cannot eſcape the Dam 
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3 nothing; it did not blind the Eyes of the 


14 The Barren Fig. Tee. 
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_ Fx Had] a Fig-Tree planted in his Vineyard. 


r 


+ He doth not ſay, He planted a Fig-Tree, but 


there was a Fig-Tree there; he had, or found, a 


Fig-Tree planted in his Vineyard. 


4 


The Great Gop will not ackrfowledge the 


Barren FigzTvee, or Barren Profeſſor, to be His 


Workmanſhip, or a Tree of his bringing in; 
only the Text ſaith, he had one there. This is 
much like that in Matthew, Chap. 15. v. 13. E- 
wery Plant which my; heavenly Father hath not plan- 
ted, ſpall be rooted; ap. Here again are Plants in 


| HisV Vineyard, which Gop will not acknowledge 


be of his Planting; and he ſeems to ſuggeſt, 
that in his Vineyard are many ſuch ;--- Every 
Plant, or all thoſe Plants and Profeſſors that 


are got into the Aſſembly of the Saints, or in- 


to the Profeſſion ot their Religion, without 

Gop and his Grace, ball be rooted up. | 
And when the King came in to ſee the Gueſts, he 

ſaw there » Man that had not on a Wedding-Garment : 


and he ſaid unto him, Friend, How cameſt thou in 


-bither, not having on a Wedding Garment ? Matth. 


22, 11, 12. Here is one ſo cunning and crafty, 


that he beguiled all the Gueſts; he got and 
kept in the Church, even until the K/ng-himſei; 
came in to ſee the Gueſts : But his Subtily gut hi 


King; it did not pervert the Judgment af the 
Righteous; Friend, How cameſi thou in hither 


_— : | ; | 
Aid overtake him at laſt, even ja publick Rep 
| "2 | jectioſ 


Door, i 
climbing; he broke in at the Windows, he 


Weddin 
Wa 
to the Church of Gop, and Profeſhomw 


opt >. nyt” 


| 5, 4 +: 
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Tue Narren Fig-Tree, vw; 4 


jection, the King diſcovered him in the Face 


of all there preſent : How cameſt thou im hither ? 


My Father did not bring thee hither, I did 


not bring thee hither, my Spirit did not bring 

thee hither, thou art not of the heavenly Fa- 

ther's planting. EY 77 97 RR 
Jolm 10. 1. He that cometh not in by the Dooy,. 


but climbeth up ſome other Way, the ſame is a Thief 


and a Robber. This Text alſo is full, and plain 
to our Purpoſe; for th. Man came not in by the 
yet got into the Church; he got in 


got ſomething of the Light and Glory of the 
Goſpel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST in his 
Head; and ſo (hardy Wretch that he was) he 


preſumed to croud himſelf among the Children: 


But how is this reſented? What faith the King 


of him? Why this is his Sign, the ſame ius 
ef and a Robber. See ye here alſo; if all ſach 7 
be owned as the planting of Gop, that get in- 
to his Church, or a Profeſſion of his Name. 

Had a Fig Tree, had one without a Wedding- HAS 
Garment; had a Thief in his Garden, ne 
in his Houſe : Theſe climed i 


other Way. There are many Ways tg 


at his 
Name beſide, and by the 


1. There is 
and at this G 
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Is The Barren Fg. Tyres. 
ſieme Paſtors, either for the Sake of carnal Re- 
lations, or the like; ar this Hole Tobiah, the 
| Snewy of Gop, got in, Neben. 13. 4, 5, 6. 
38. There is ſometimes Negligence, and too 
much Uncircumſpectneſs in the-whole Church; 
I thus the Uncircumeiſed got in; Exel. 44. 7, 9. 
4. Sometimes again, let the Church be never 
Ao circumſpect, yet theſe have ſo much Help 
from the Devil, that they beguil them all, and 
o get in. Theſe are of that Sort of Thieves 
that Paul complains of, Falſe Bret hren brought in 
uinamnrer, Gal. 2. 3, 4. Jude alſo cries out of 


in! What, were they ſo lowly i A voluntary 
Humility, (Col. 2. 2 2, 23) a neglecting of the 
Body, not in any Humour. O how ſeemingly 
ſelf deny ing are ſome of: theſe creeping Things, 
that are yet to be held (as we hall know the 1) 
an Abomination to nel, Lev. 11. 43, 44. 
det inn great Houſe, there are not only Veſſcls of 
a Silver; but alſo , Weed, and ef Earth ; 
Wie to Honour, amd ſorne to Diſbonour, 2 Tim. 
By theſe Words the Apoſtle ſeems to 
i kor granted, that as there hath been, ſo 
till will be cheſe kind of Ig Trete, theſe 
Protfeſſors in the Honſe, When all Men 
hag done what they can, Even at in à grent 
ee are always Leſſels to Diſbumun, as well 
eee. to Honour and Glory; Veſſels of Hood 


i, 


© then there muſt be wooden Profeſſors in the 


2. There is ſometimes Falſeneſs amongſt 


: theſe, Certain Mewerept in mawars, Jude 4. Crepe 


and of Earth, as well as of Sil/ver-and Gold: 1of 
Gar- FE 


bs The Barren e 11 Wl 
Garden of Gop, there muſt be earthly, earth⸗ 5 mt 
en Profeſſors in l But that, methinks, 
is the biting Word, and ſome to Diſbonours; that; Wl 
to the Romans is dreadful; Rom 9. 21, 22 bur 72 1 | 
| | this ſeems to go beyond it; that Cake but. of." 
che Reprobate in general, but rhis of ſuch 1 
Iſuch in particular: That ſpeaks of their 
p hardning but in the common Way; but this, 
> |f that they muſt be ſuffered to creep into the]... 
1 | Church; — to fit themſelves for their Place, 


$ || their own Place, -- AZs 1. 25 the Place pre- 
n pared for them of this Sort ony; as the Ln Mel 
f Jxsos ſaid once ot the Phari ſees, Dieſe bull re- 
e ceive the grenter Damnation, Luke 2 - {+ "28 
V Barren Fig- Tree, traidlefs Profellor, haſt es = |: 


} 

| 

xe heard all theſe Things? Haſt thou conſidered} 3 

ly chat this g- Ire is not acknowledged of Go to 

78, ¶ be his, but is denied to be of his planting, and vm 

2) [of his bringing unto his Wedding? Doſt not hon 

dee that thou art called a Thie, and a Nuhr, that) 3 

; 20 haſt either chubel up ta, or opt-in at another} - | | 1 
Place than the Door: Doft thou not hear, that; -: 1 


0 there will be in Gop's Houſe woaden and „ E 1 
to Profeſſors, and that no Place will ſorve * it . 11 
pho thoſe for Hell, bat the Houſe, Church, 111 

10 ſe ineyard of Gos Barren Eg-Thee Prujdef, 4 E ||| 7 

Hen ian! Do not thine Ears tingle? I 

et STI 18 14 

ri And (Hel came ond ſugle Halt nee, "Wiki 
/06 _ |. 


2 the :roulled into the Church and Houſe af Gop'; the 


a - = 
1: 0 When 4 > tacks got a Pressen 1 
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right Principles? But hath he Fruit? He came 
ſeeking Fruit thereon. It matters not who brought 


1 

c 

E 

1 

" thine own vain-glorious Heart: But haſt they ! 
8 

E 

tl 

u 


no Conſcience of bringing forth Fruit to him 
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Queſtion is not »ow, Has he Life? Hath he 


thee in hither, whether Gop or the Devil, or 


Fruit? Deſt thou bring forth Fruit unto Gop ? 
And let every one that nameth the Name of the LoRD 


Jzsvs CuRtsT, depart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 


19. He doth not ſay, and let every one that || 1 
hath Grace, or let thoſe that have the Spirit of tl 


Gop ; but ler every one that nameth the the Name w 
of theLokD Jesvs CHRIST, depart from Iniquity. H 
What do Men meddle with Religion for? || th 


Why do they call themſelves by the Name of R 
e 


oRD JESUS, if they have not the Grace it 
of Gop, if they have not the Spirit of CHRIST? H 
G O D therefore erpełteth Fruit: What do they do | w/ 
in the Vineyard? Let them work or get : Chon 

out; the Vineyard muſt have Labourers in it: 

Som go work To-day iu my Vineyard, Matth. 21. 28. ' 
Wherefore, Want of Grace, and Want of Spirit,, 


will not keep Gop from ſeeking Fruit: Aud he 
came and ſought Fruit sherem, Luke 8. 8. He re- 


es that which he ſcemeth to have: Every 
an in the Vineyard, and Houſe of Gop, pro- 


miſeth himſelf, profeſſeth to others, and would Pla 
have all Men take it for granted, that an hea- hid. 
venly Principle is in him; Why then ſhouldJ old 


not Gop ſeek Fruit: EI ES Tem 

As for them therefore that will retain. the that 
Name of Chriſtians, fearing Go»; and yet make Dif 
1 1 com 


He will have Fruit And I fay 


E The Barren Fig-Tree. 

He faith 
every one his Idols ; and hereafter alſo, if ye will not 
hearken to me, &c. Exek. 20. 39. 


Gop calls for Fruit; yea Gop will ſhortly 
come ſeeking Fruit on this Barren Fig-Tree: 
Barren Fig Tree | either bear Fruit, or go out of 
the Vineyard, (and | 
unſpeakably damnable.) Lea, let me add, if 
thou ſhalt neither bear Fruit, nor depart, God 
will take his Name out of thy Mouth, Jer. 44. 46. 
thou wilt do neither, yet Gop in Juſtice and 
Righteouſheſs will {till come for Fruit. 
it will be in vain for thee to count this e l. 
He will reap where he hath not ſowed, and gathi 


where he hath nat ſtrawed, Matth. 25. 24, 25,26. 


Barren Fig Tre! Doft thou hear? 


w 


Q What, if a Mm hath n Grace? 
4. Yes, ſeeing he hath a Profeſſion. 


And he came and ſought Fruit (thereon } © -Þ 


A Church then, and a Profeſſion, are not 
Places where the Workers of Iniquity may 
hide themſelves and Sins from Gov. Shins of 
old 3 that becauſe they could cry, The 
Temple of the Lo Rp, the Temple of che Loks, 
that therefore they were delivered, or had a 
Diſpenſation to do the Abominations which they 
committed; as ſome in our Days, For, who 


(ay 


A 
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Barren Fig 
Tree! Doſt thou hear? Gop expecteth Fruit, 


And 


3 


* * * \ © l 4 


| 1 9 2 
to ſuch, Away! As for you, go ye ſerve” 


uf 


et then thy Caſe-will be 


farther, if © "Ml | 
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20 The Barren. Fig-Tree. 
(ay they) have a right to the Creatures if not 
W Chriſtians, if got Profeſſors, if not Church- 
members? And from this Concluſion, let go 
the Reims of their  inordinate Affections after 
Wl Price, Ambion, Clutrony,, properig chom- 
Wl felves without 1 12, Daunting them- 
ſelves with the Luft:provocking Faſhions of 
Wl. the Times; to walk with ftretched-out Necks, 
voked Breaſts, frizled Foretops,, wanton Ge- 
| | , Mares, in gorgebus Apparel, mix'd with Gold 


and Pearl, and coftly. Array. I will not here 
make Inſpection into their Lives, their Car- 
* 85 at home, in their Corners, and ſecret 
Holes; bat certainly Per ſons thus ſpirited, thus 
WW principled, and thus inclined, have but empty 
.Boughs, Boughs that want the Fruit that Gon 


Barren Fig:Jyeez,thou art not Jicenſed by th 
 Profefliony mor by the Lok p of the Vineyard, 
to bear theſe Cluſters of Gommoraht peither Hall 
I” the Vincyard, nor thy being crouded among 
WE the Trees there, Thelter thee from the Sight of 
the Eye of Gop. Many make Religion their 

Chak, and Ch RIS T their Sealline-Herſe and by 
chat Means cover themſelves, and hide their 
.own Wickedneſs from Men; but Gob ſeeth their 


Taft, when their Iniquity is found to be hateful, 
he will eicher ſmite them with Hardneſs of 
Heart, aud ſo leave them, or awaken. them to 
= bring forth Fruit. Fruit he looks for,lecks ae 
expects, Barren Fig-Tree! 


* j 


expects, and that Gop will come down to feck. 


_ Herts, hath his Print upon the Heels of their 
Peet, and pandereth-ali their Goings: And at 
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The Bairen Fig-Tree. 

But, What! come into the Preſence of Gop 
to fin ; What, come iiito the Preſence of Gop 
to hide thy Sin! Alas Man ! the Church is Gop's 
Garden, and CHRIST JESUs is the great Apo- 


{tle and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, What, 


come into the Houſe that is called by my Name 


* 


into the Place where mine Honour dwellerh !-- 
Eſal. 26. 8. where mine Eyes and Heart are con- 
tinually, 1 Kings 9. 3. What, come there to fin; 
to hid thy Sin, to cloak thy Sin! His Plants a 


an Orchard with pleaſant Fruits, Cant 4. 13, 14, 
15. and every Time he goeth into his Garden, 
it 15 to ſee the Fruits of the Valley; and to ſeg 
if the Vine flouriſh, and if the Pamegranates bud, 

Yea, ſaith he, He cows Fruit on this Fig- 
Tree... TheChurch-is the Place of Gop's Delight, 


Day. He is there to ſeek. for Fruit, .to-leek for 


Fruit of all and every Tree in the Garden; 1 
Wherefore aflure thyſelf, O fruitleſs one, ihat 


thy Ways. müſt needs be open before the Exe t 


the LoRD. One black Sheep is oom eſpied, al. 


tho" in company wich many; that is taken with 


the firſt Caſt of the Eye, its difterent Cglous. 


Rills betrays it. I. ſay, therefore, .a_ Church 


and a rofeſſion, are not Places where:theWaks .- 


ers of; Iniquity may hide themſelves: from G45 


that ſeeks: for Fruit; My #/7neyard-(ialth-GoD) 1 


mel 15 men is. befare me, Cant. 8. Ka. 
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22 The Barren Fig Tree. 
| And he came and ſouzht Fruit thereon, 
[and found none. 


Barren Fig-Tree, hearken; The continual non- 
bearing of Fruit, 15 a dreadful Sign that thou art to 
come to 2 dreadful End, as the winding up of this pa- ole 

WE rable concludeth. , © V n A 

El And found none] None at all, or zone to God's Pith 
liking: For when he ſaith, He chme ſeeking Fruit Frui 

#hereon, he means Fruit meet for GO D, Heb. 6. 3. 

pleaſant Fruit, Fruit good and ſweet. er, 

Alas! it is not any Fruit will ſerve; bad Noot 

Fruit is counted none: Every Tree that bringeth If S: 

not forth good Fruit, is hewn down, aud caft into the The. 

Fire, Matth. 3. 10. | | lear 

1. There is Fruit among Profeſſors that wi- foly 

thers, and ſo never comes to be ripe ; a Fruit Ives 

that is ſitter in the Growth, and comes not to Pit, 

Maturity, and this is reckoned »0- Fruit. This fithff 

Fruit thoſe Proſeſſors bear, that have many [pry 

fair Beginnings, or Bloſſoms ; that make many | The. 

fair Offers of Repentance and Amendment; Þ, . 

that begin to pray, to reſolve, and to break off ve 

their Sins by Righteouſneſs ; but ſtop at thoſe 4. 

Beginnings, and brings no Fruit forth to Perfec- [pes 

tion. This Man's Fruit is withered, wrinkled, Þbſe: 

Tmitten Fruit, and is in effect no Fruit at all. 

2 There is an haſty Fruit, ſuch as is the Corn | 
upon the Houſe-Top, Pal. 129. or that which ſprings 
up on the Dunghil, that runs up ſuddenly, vio- 
. lently, with great Stalks, and big Shew, and 
33 el Dy Feb 


| The Barren Fi g-Tree: 23 
et at laſt proves empty of Kernel: This Fruit 
to be found in thoſe Profeſſors, that on a ſud- 
len are ſo awakned, ſo convinced, and ſo af. Hl 
cted with their Condition, that they ſhake the - © Jl 
1 hole Family, the End-ſhip, the whole Town: 8 
% For a while they cry haſtily, vehemently, 
;- folefully, mournfully and yer all is but a Pang, 
jn Agony, a Fit, they bring not forth Fruit 
's Frith Patience: Theſe are called thoſe haſty mm 
it Fruits, that ſhall be as a fading Flower, Iſai. 28 4. 
6. 3. There is a Fruit that is vile, and 7! taſted, ty 
er. 24. how long ſoever itbe in growing; the 
ad Noot is dried, and cannot convey a Sufficiency 
th If Sap to the Branches to ripen the Fruit: 
he Theſe are the Fruit of ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe 
leart is eſtranged from Communion with the 
vi- foly Ghoſt, whoſe Fruit groweth from them- 
uit ves, from their Parts, Gitts, Strength of 
to Vit, natural or moral Principles: Theſe, not- 
his lithſtanding they bring forth Fruit, are called 
any pt y Vines, ſuch as bring not forth Fruit to Gop. 
any Their Root 7s dried up, they ſhall bear no Fruit; WE! 
nt; P, though they bring forth, yet will I /lay, even the 1 
off ved Fruit of their Womb, Hoſ. 9. 16. 1 
zoſe 4. There is a Fruit that is wil; I booked for 
fec- (pes, and it brought forth wild Grapes, Iſa. 3. 4. 
led, Þbſerve that as there are Trees and Herbs®* Wl 
at are wholly right and noble, fir indeed far © mal 
Corn ſe Vineyard; So there are alſo their Semblance, ll 
ings t wild; not right but ignoble. There is the 
vio- fe, and the wild Grape; the Vine, and the wild 1 
and e; the Roſe, and the canker Roſe ; Flowers and _  » ll 
> ge | W = 
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23 2 Barren'Fig tree. 
wild Flowers; the Apple, and the wild Apple, 
'f which we call the Crab. Now Fruit from theſe 
_- wid things, however they may pleaſe theſ p 
Children to play with, yet the Prudent and 11 
Grave count them of little or no Value. There -, 
dare alſo in the World a Generation of Pro. 05 

e _. Kflors, that, notwithſtanding their Profeſſion 

gare wild by Nature; yea, ſuch as were never cut 
dut, or off, from the wild Olive. Ives, nor never, g 
yet planted into the good Olive- Nee. NowthellY 3% 
ean bring; nothing forth, but wil! Olive Berries 
they cannot bring forth Fruit unto Gop. Suc 
are all thoſe that have lightly taken up a Pro 
feſſion, and crept into the Vineyard without 

New Birth, and the Bleſſing of Regeneration. 
5. There is alſo untimely Fruit; Even ar {ji 
Rg- Nee cafteth her untimely Figs, Rev. 6. 13. Fru 
out of Seaſon, and ſo no Fruit to Gop's liking, fh 
There are two Sorts of Profeſſors ſubject ther, 
bripg forth untimely Fruit. Ang 
Fr, They that bring forth (Fruit) 700 ſoun Preh 
Sec onaly They that bring forth (Fruit) 700 lan 
Hit, They that bring forch too ſoon: Thqvard 
are ſuch as at preſentreceivetheWord with Joſſphen 
and anon, before they have Root downwardſe;,4 
they thruſt forth upwards; but, having not Roque 
when the Sun ariſeth they are ſmitten, and mF 80 
Perably die without Fruit. Theſe Profeffors aPOd 
thoſe Nebr and inconſiderate Ones, that think Ky we 
. th ing but Peace will attend the Joſpel ; and do lat 
mwmonxrejoiceat the Fidings, without forecſeeing Phe 
1 Evil Wherefore when the Evilcomes, bei x/ 


The Barren Fi g-Tree. 


he Fruit. He that received the Seed into ſtony Places, 


nd the ſame is he that heareth the Ward, and anon with : 


I oy receiverh it ; yet hath he not Root in himſelf, but 


tion arijeth becauſe of the Nord, by and "by he is e. 
ended, Matth. 13, 20. 21. There is (in 1ſaizh' 


Beauty ſhall be a fading Flower : Becauſe it is Fruit 
Secondly, They al ſo bring forth untimely Fruit, 


his Fruit in his Seaſon; I ſay, he will receive 
them of ſuch Men as ſhall render them to him 
TIN 
Fruſßhe Seaſon is dangerous, ſtaying till the Door 
kings ſhut is dangerous, Matth, 25. 10, 11. Many 
Ct iſthere be that come not till the Flood of Gop's 
 [Angeris raiſed, and too deep for them to wade ; 
foon\Kurely in the Floods of great Waters they ſbal not 
oo latFome nigh unto him, Pal. 32.6. Eſau's (after. 


Thqvard) is fearful : For ye know how that afterward * 
1 Jo\ffeen he would have inherited the Bleſſing, le was #2 


Wardfecrea; for he found no Place of Repentance though hs. 
Roc it carefully with Tears, Heb. 12. 16, 117 
nd nf So the Children of 2 they brought to 


2 17 
lei unarmed, and ſo not able to ſtand any longer, 
en they die, and are withered, and bring forth no 


* 1 x 


AY durcth for a while: For when Tribulation or Perſcu- 
28 v. 4.) Mention made of ſome, whoſe glorious © 


before Sumner. Both theſe are untimely Fruits - 


that ſtay till the Seaſon is over, Gop will have 


in their Seaſons, Matth. 21. 41. The miffing of 


9 
1 
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ing 'The Loxp had ſworn before, werſ. 23. 30. 
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they might receive the Fruit of it. 
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The Barren Fig- Tree. 
ſuch as bring forth amimely Fruit, Heb. 12. 17. 
Lule 13. 25, 26, 27. It is the hard Hap of the 
Reprobate, to do all Things too late; to be ſen- 
ſible of his Want of Grace too late; to be ſorry 
for Sin too late; to ſeek Repentance too late; to 
ask for Mercy, and to deſire to go to Glory too late. 
1. Thus you fee that Fruit ſmitten in the 
Growth, that withereth, and that comes not to 
Maturity, 7s no Fruit. ; | 
. 2. Thar haſly Fruit, ſuch as the Corn upon the 
Houſe-Top, Pal. 129. 6. withereth alſo afore it 
groweth up, and is no Fruit. „„ 
3. That the Fruit that 1s vile and 7-rafted, is 
mo Fruit. N | 
4. That wi Fruit, wild Grapes, Rev. 6. are 
mo Fruit. . 
F. That wntimely Fruit, ſuch as comes too ſoon, ld - 
or that comes too late; ſuch as come not in their 


* are no Fruit, PR ESL ro J 
Aud he came amd fought Fruit thereon and 3 
| found none. | | ay 


Nothing will do but Fruit; Marth. 21, 34. <p 
He looked for Grapes ; When the Time of Fruit argw yy . 
near, he ſent his Servants to the Hurbanamen that]: 
- Queſt. But what Fruit deth GOD expe? 2 t 
Au. Good Fruit; Every Tree that bringeth not 17 
forth good Fruit is hewn down, Matth. 7. 19. Now] s ® 
before the Fruit can be good, the Tree muff be 
good, Fu good — net a good Tree, but = 


* 


4 


Te Barren Ng. Nes. 27 
fs good Tres bringeth forth good Frait : Do Men gather 


© || Grapes of Thorns, or Fes of Thiffles? A Man 


- | muſt be good, elſe he can bring forth, no good 
Fruit; he muſt have Righteouſneſs imputed, 


© þ ciple of Righteouſneſs in his Soul; elſe how 


© | ſhould he bring forth good Fruits? and hence wilt 


it is that a Chriſtian's Fruits are called, Gal. 5. 
22, 23. The Fruits of the Spirit, and the Fruits of 
2» Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, Phil 1. 12. 
„The Fruits of the Spirit, therefore the Spirit 


muſt be there: The Fruits of Righteouſneſs, | 
= therefore Righteouſneſs muſt be firſt there, 
But to particularize in a few Things briefly, - 
1 Firſi, Gop expecteth Fruit that will anſwer, 
«ir and be worthy of that Repentance thou feigneſt 
thyſelf to have. Every one in a Profeſſion, and mi 
that hath crowded into the Vineyard, preten. . 
deth to Repentance ; now, of every ſuch Souly 
Gop expecteth that the Fruits of Repentance-be_ 
found- to attend them; Matt 3. 8. Bring forth 
34. Fruits therefore meet for Repentance, or anſwerabie 
ewf to thy Profeſſion of the Doctrine of Repenmumce. 
that] Barren Fig. Iree, ſeeing thou art a Profeſſor aid not 


of the Vineyard, as one of the Frees of the Har. 


„ mth den, wherefore he looketh for Fruit from thee, © 1 1 


was from the Reſt of the Trees in the Vineyard: 
b be Fruits, I fay, and ſuch as may declarethee in 
Heart and Life, one that hath made ſound Pro- 


* ſeſſion eee thy Frofeſſan hon 
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chat he may ſtand good in Gop's Sight from 
© | the Curſe of his Law. He muft have a Prin- 


into the Vineyard, thou ſtandeſt before the ous. 


haſt 
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28 _ The Barren Fig-Tree. 
haſt ſaid, I am | ſenſible of the Evil of Sin: Now 
then, live ſuch a Life, as declares that thou art 
ſenſible of the Evil of Sin. By thy Profeſſion 
thou haſt ſaid, I am ſorry for my Sin: Why then, 
live ſuch a Life as may declare 7his Sorrow. By 
thy Profeſſion thou haft ſaid, I am aſhamed of my 
Sin, Pſal 38. 18. yea, but live ſuch a Life, that 
Men by that may ſee thy Shame for Sin, Jer. 31. 19. 
By thy Profeſſion thou ſayſt, I have turned from, 
left off, and am become an Enemy to every Appearuuce of 
Evil, 1 Theſſ. 5.22. Ah! But doth thy Life and 


Converſation declare thee to be ſuch an one? 
Take Heed, Barren Fig-Tree, left thy Life | ſhould 


give thy Profeſſion the Lie: I ſay again, Take 
Heed, for Gop himſelf will come for Fruit, 
Aud he fought Frait thereon. 2 ay I oy 9; 
Lou have ſome Profeſſors, that are only Saints 
before Men, when they are abroad, but are Devils 
and Vipers at home ; Saiiits by Profeſſion, but 
Devils by Practice; Saints in Word, but Sin- 
ners in Heart and Life Theſe Men may have 
the Profeſſion, but they want the Fruits that 
become Repentance. 3 
Barren Fig-Tree, Can it be imagined that thoſe 


that paint themſelves, did ever repent of their 


Pride? Or that thoſe that purſue this World, did 
ever repent of their Covetouſueſt? Or that thoſe 


that walk with wanton Eyes, did ever repent of 


their feſbly Lufts ? Where, Barren Fig-Tree, is 

the Fruit of theſe People's Repentance ? Nay, do 

they not rather declare to the World, that they 

have repented of their Profen? Their of 5 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 


look as if they had. Their Pride faith, they have - 
eir Humility; Their Covetouſheſs 


repented of t 
declareth, that they are weary of depending u- 


pon GoD;' And doth not thy wanton Actions de- 
Clare, that thou abhoreft Chaſtity ? Where is h/ 
Fruit, Barren Fig-Tres } Repentancè is not only 


a Sorrow, and a Shame for, but a turning from 
Sin to Gop, Heb. 6. It is called Repentance from 


dead Works.  Haſt,thou that Godly Sorrow that 


worketh Repentance to Salvation, not to be re- 
pented of? 2 Cer, 7. 10, 11.” How doſt thou 
ſhew thy Carefulneſs, and clearing of thyſelf; 
thy, Indignation againſt Sin; thy Powe of offen- 
ding; thy vehement Deſire to walk with Gop; 


thy Zeal for his Name, and Glory in the World:? 
And whatRevenge haſt thou in thy Heart againſt 


every Thought of Diſobedience }. 


But where is the Fruit of this Repentance ? 


Where is thy Watching, thy Faſting, thy Pray 
ing againſt the Remainders of Corruption? Where 


is thy Self-abhorrence ; thy Bluſhing before Go 1 
for thy Sin that is yet behind? Where is thy Ten- 


derneſs of the Name of Goy and his Ways? 
Where is thy Self denial and Contentment? How 


doſt thou ſhew before Men the Truth of thy turug—- 
ing to Gop? Haſt thou renounced the hidded I hing, 


of Drſhonefly, not walking in Craſtineſs * 2 Cor, 4. 
2. Canſt thou commena thyſelf to every un Con- 
ſcience in the Sight of God? | 
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fo _ The Barren Fig- Tree. 


2. A * AE 25 5 . th 
Fl daha be ſought Fruit ther eon. . | 5 
. y . | 5 | 1 — f . 
L Soy, Gop expecteth Fruits that ſhall ans: be 


* mer that Faith which thou makeſt Profeſſion of. or 
| The Profeſſor that is got into the Vineyard of | F. 
Soap, doth feign that he hath the Faith, the . 
I Faith mf Holy, the Faith of GOD's Elect. Ah! I ev 
But where are thy Fruits, Barren hig Tres? The I th: 
Faith of the Romans was ſpoken of throughout H 
the whole World, Rom: I. 18. and the Zhefſa- Bi 
nam Faith grew exceedingly, 2 The. 1. 3. an 
Thou profeſſeſt to believe thou haſt a Share in | w/ 

another World; Haſt thou let go this, Barren Fig- 
Tree? Thou profeſſeſt thou believeſt in CRN 1ST: | ho 
Is he thy Joy, and the Life of thy Soul? Yea, I. 
What Conformity unto him, or his Sorrows 1G. 
and Suffterings ? What Refemblance hath his | for 
Crying, and Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dy- D. 
ing, wrought in thee ? Doſt thou bear about in ac 
thy Body the Dying of the Lory JESUS? and th 
is alſo the Life of FESUS made manifeſt in thy mor- H. 
tal Boay 2 Cor. 4. 10, II. Barren Fig-Trcs, ſhew Il 7h: 
me thy Faith by thy Works; Shew out of a good He 
Converſation thy Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdeng gi, 
James 2. 18. & 3. 13 e 
What Fruit, Barren Fig. Iree? What Degree fel 
of Heart-Holineſs? for Faith puriſies the Heart, I th: 
Alis 15. 9. What Love to the LOD Jezvs? of the 
for Faith worketh by Love, Gzl. 5.6. tui 
Tray, Go p expects Fruits, according to the 
Seaſorrs of Grace thou are under, according to 
the 


he ao bo agart 
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hg Rain that cometh upon t 


bear Fruit; that thou mighteſt be a goodly Vine 
or Fig- Tree: Shall he not therefore ſeek for a 4 
Fruit, for Fruit anſwerable to the Means'? Barren ll 
Fg. Tree, Gop expects it, and will find it too, hw 1 \ 
ever he bleſs thee: Por the Earth which drinks im 
the Rain that comes oft upon it, and bringeth forth - 
Herbs meet for him by whom it is dreſſed, receives - 
Bleſſmg from 60D; but that which beargth Thorns 
and Briars is rejected, and is nigh unte curſing, 
whoſe End is to be burned, Heb. 6. 7, 8. 
Barren Saul, How many Showers of Grace, 
how many Dews from Heaven, how many 
Times, have the Silver Streams of the City of 
Gop, ran gliding by thy Roots, to cauſe thee to briug 
forth Fruits? Theſe Showers and Streams, and the 
Drops that hang wpon thy Boughs, will all be | 
accounted for; and will they not teſtify againſt 
thee, that thou oughteſt of right to be burned? 
Hear and tremble, O thou barren Profen! Fruits 
that become thy Profeſſion of the Goſpel, the GO D of = 
Heaven expefteth. Ihe Goſpel hath in it the For» 
givenneſs of Sins, the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and eternal Life : But what Fruit hath thyPro- 
feſſion of a Belief of theſe Things put forth in M 
thy Heart and Life ? Haſt thou given thyſelf ro 
the Lo RD; and is all that thou haſt A: ven- 
tured for his Name in this World: Doſt thou 
walk like one that is bought with a Price, even 
the Price of precious Blood? . 


100 
ut 4 
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ſnew in every | 
is with us, his Fear in us, and his Majeſty and 


4 nim, ſuch a Dependance upon him, ſuch Truſt 


LA 


* 
8 


Furthiy, The Fruit that Gop expecteth is ſuch 
as is meet for himſelf, Fruit that may glorif 


Gop: Gop's Trees are Trees of Righteouſ- 


neſs, the planting of the Lob, that he may 


be glorified; Fruit that tafteth of Heaven, A- 


bundance of ſuch Fruit: Fr Jerein (ſaith 
CHxk15T) A my FAT:iER glorified, that ye bring 
forth much Fruit, John 15. 8. Fruits of all Kinds, 
'New and Ola; the Fruits of the Spirit are in all 
Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs and Truth, Fruits 


EB before the World, Fruits before the Saints, 


Fruits before G on, Fruits before Angels. 

O! my Brethren, What manner of Perſons 
oeurht we to le; who have ſubſcribed to the 
LokD, and have called ourſelves by the Name 
of - 1fracl? One ſhall ſay 1 am the Lord's; and a- 
rother ſhall call kimſeif by the Name of Jacob: and 
another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Rand unto the Lok, 
and ſirname himſelf by the Name of Iſrael, Iſai. 
44.5 Barren g. Tree. Haſt thou ſubſcribed ? 
Haſt thou called thyſelf by the Name of Jacob, 
and firnamed thyſelf by the Name of Ifrael? 
All this thou pretendeſt to, who art got into 
the Vineyard, who are placed among the Trees 
of the Garden of Gop. Gop doth therefore 


lock for ſuch Fruit as is worthy of his Name, 


as is meet for Him; as the Apoſtle ſaith, Ve 
Should walk 3 of GOD ; that is, ſo as we may 
Place, that the Preſence of God 


Authority upon our Actions. Fruits meet for 


In 


4 3 


3 5 
Fruit Frougbr forth in all Ages. The moſt bar- 


De Barren Fig-Tree., 33 

in his Word, ſuch Satisfaction in his Preſence, 
ſuch a Truſting of him with all my Concern- 
ments, and ſuch Delight in the Enjoyment of Ml 
him, that may demonſtrate that his Fear is in 

my Heart, that my Soul is wrapp'd up in his Ml 
Things, and that my Body, and Soul, and E-' i 
Rate, and all, are in Truth, through his Grace, | 
at his Diſpoſe. Fruits meet for him : Hearty 
Thanks, and bleſſing Gon for Tzsvs CHRIS TF, 
for his good Word, for his free Grace, for Diſ- 
N himſelf in Caxr1sT to the Soul, ſe- 
cret Longing after another World. Fruit 
meet for him, Liberality to the poor Saints, to 


the poor World; a Life in Word and Deed 


exemplary; a patient and quiet Enduring of all * 
Things, till I have done and ſuffered the whole 
Will of Gop, which he hath appointed for me. 


That on. the goood Ground are they, which in an honeſt 


and good Heart, having heard the Word kept it, and 
bring forth Fruit with Patience, Luke 8. 15. This 
is bringing forth Fruit unto Gop; Having ow ll 
Fruit unto Holineſs, and our End everlaſting Life,” © Il 
Rom. 1. 4. t 6. 12. K 9 
Fifthly, The Loxn expects Fruit becoming 
the Vineyard of Gop: The Vineyard ſaith he; 
Wat... is a very fruitful Hi; © witneſs the 2 


ren Trees that ever grew im the Wood of this Ml 
World, when planted in this Vineyard by rhe 
God of Heaven, what Fruit to God-ward have” 
they brought forth? Mel offered to Go a more. 
excellent Sacrifice, Lieb. 41. 4. Enoch walked "8 
nn W with 
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24 © The Barren Hg. Tee. 
with GOD three hundred Years, ver. 5. Noah, 
by kis Life of Faith, condemmed the World, and be- 
came Heir of the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, 
ver. 7. Abraham left his Country, and went out af- 
ter GOD, not knowing whither he went, ver. 8. 
Moſes left a Kingdom, and ran the Hazard of the 
Wrath of the King, for the Love he had to Gob in 
| What ſhall 1 fay of them who had 
Trials, not accepting Diliverance, that they 
might obtain a better Reſurrection? JHeb. 11. 
35, 36, 37. They were ſtoned, they were 2 af- 
under ; were tempted, were lain with the Sword: 
They wandered about in Sheep-skins ani Goat-kins, 
being deſtitute, affiiffed, tormented. Peter left his 


Father, Ships and Nets, Matth. 4. 18, 19. 
Pal turned off from the Feet of Gamaliel. Men 


brought their Goods and Poſſeſſions (the Price 
of them) and caſt it down at the Apoſtles Feet, 
Hs 19. 18, 19, 20. and others brought their 


Books together, and burntthem, curious nn, 


tho they were worth fifty thouſand Pieces © 
Silver. I could add, how many willingly of- 
fered themſelves in all Ages, and thele all, for 


the worthy Name of the Loxp Jzsvs, to be 


rack d, ſtarved, hanged, burned, frowned, 
pulled in Pieces, and a thouſand Calamites. 


Barren Fig- Tree, the Vineyard of Gop hath 


been a fruitful Place; What doſt thou there ? 
What doft thou bear? Gop expects Fruit ac- 


. Ang to, or becoming the Soil of the Vine- 


 Sixthly, 
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Sirhy, The Fruit which Gov expecteh i- 
ſuch as becometh Gops Husbandry and Labour. 
The Vineyard is GOD's Husbandry, or lage. 


JT am the Vine, (faith CHRIST) J 15, 1, and 
my Father is the Husbandman. And again, 1 Cor. 
3. 9. Te are GOD's Husbandiy, ye are GOD's Buil- 


ding. The Vineyard, Gep fences it, Gop 


gathereth out the Stones, Gop builds the Tower 
and the Wine; preſs in the Midſt thereot. Here 


is Labour, here is Protection, here is removing 
of Hindrances, here is convenient Purgation, 
and all, that there might be Fruit. | 


Barren Tig-Tree, What Fruit haſt thou? Haſt 


thou Fruit becoming the Care of Gop, the 


Protection of Gop, the Wiſdom of Gop, the 
Patience and Husbandry of GOD! Ir is the 


Fruit of the Vineyard, that is either the Shame 


or Praiſe of the Husbandman.- 1 went by the 


Field of the Slothſul (ſaith Solms) and ly the 


Vineyard of the Man void of Unaerſlanding ; and lo, 


it was grown ever with Thorns, and Nettles had cu- 
vered the Face thereof, Prov. 24. 30, 31, 32 
Barren Fig;Tree, If Men ſhould make a Judg-. 


ment of the Care, and Pains, and Labour, of 
Gov inhis Church, by the Fruit that thou bring- 
eſt forth, what might they ſay ? Is he not ſloth- 


ren Heart, and barren Life, are a continual Pro- 
vocation to the Eyes of his Glory, as likewue 
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ful? Is he not careleſs? Is he not without Di- 
cretion? O] thy Thorns, thy Nettles, thy bar- 
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a Diſhonour to the Glory of his Gracgde. 
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3s The Barren Fig. Tree. Ya 
"4 Barren Hg. Tee, Haſt thou heard all- theſe 
Things? Iwill add yet one more. 


Aud he came and fought Fruit thereon } 


of thyſe 
think of thee : But what thou ſhalt be found in 
that Day, when Gop ſhall ſearch thy Boughs 
for Fruit. When Sedom was to be ſearched for 
righteous Men, Gop would not, in that 'Mat- 
ter, truſt his faithful Servant Abraham; but 


I find fifty, or forty and five there, I will not deſtroy 
The City, Gen. 18. 20, 21, 26, 27. Barren 
Fig Tree, What ſayeſt thou? Gop will come 
down to ſee, Gov will make Search for Fruit 
8 1 9 5 
Aud be came and ſought. Frait thereon, and found 
(none. Then ſaid he to the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, 
Behold,. theſe three Years I come _ ſeeking Fruit an this 
Fig-Trce, and find none; Cit it down, Why cumbereth 
it the Groind? : TR | 1 
Theſe Words are the Effect of Gop's Search 
into the Boughs of a Barren Fig-Tree ; He ſought 


WW pleaſant and. good. Therefore, f, he com- 
= plains of the Want thereof to the Dreſſer, calls 


Free ; then ſignifieth his Pleaſure; he will 


cumbering the Ground, „ 


2 


The eee, is not now, What thou thinkeſt 
elf, nor what all the People of Gos 


mill as Aralam interceeded, Gop anſwered, 


Etuit, and found none, none, to his Liking, none 


Him to come and fee, and take notice of the | 


have it removed, taken away, cut down from 
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The Barren Eg. Ties. 37 

5 Obſerve, The Barren Fig-Tree is the Object 
of Gop's Diſpleaſure, Gp cannot bear with =_ 
a Fruitleſs Profeſſor. j 


N (chen ſaid be; G. 

Þ 5 
> Then, after this Provocation ; e had ..W 
a | ſfoughr, and found no Fruit, ther; This Work 

s (en) doth ſhew us a Kind of an inward Diſ- 
r quietneſs; as he ſaith alſo in another Place, u- 
pon a like Provocation, Then the Anger of the 
it Lok, and his Jealouſy, ſhall ſinoa againſt that 
I, Ven, "aud all the Curſes that are written in this 
Bool pal lie upon him; and the LORD ball blot ont 
n | his Name from under Heaven, Deut. 29. 18, 19, 29. 
* Then , It intimateth that he was now come to 
ir a Point, to a Reſolution what to do with this 
IEFig- Tree. Then ſaid he to the Dreſſer of this Nne- 
ud || yard, that is to Jesvs ChRISs T, Behold, as much 
4, as to ſay, Come hither, here is a Fig Tree in 
is | my Vineyard, here is a Profeſſor in my Church, 
th ÞÞ that is barren, that beareth no Fruit. 3 
5 Ober v. However the Barren Profeſſor thinks 
ch of himſelf on Earth, the Loxp cries out in 
ht Heaven againft him, 7ai. 5. 5 And now go t 1 Ml 
ne will tell you what I will de to my Vineyard; I wil Ki 
m- tale away the Hedge thereof, and it ſhad be eaten up: 
lis and will break down the © Mg a it . 2 1 
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all the Time; 
Time, that a Barren Fig- Tree, or a Fruitleſs 
Profeſſor, miſpendeth in this World: As he 


ding to the Seaſon might ſo have been. 


| 


- De Barren Fig Tee. 
| Belola theſe three Years I come ſeeking Fruit, &c. 
Obſerve, Theſe three Nurs. GOD cries out 


that his Patience is abuſed, that his Forbearance 
is abuſed ; Behold theſe three Years I have 


- waited, forborn ; theſe three Years I have de- 
ferred mine Anger; Therefore I will ftretch out my 


Hand againſt thee, and deſtroy thee; I am weary 
with repenting, Jer. 15. 6. RE | 
Theſe three Nears. "Obſerve, GOD er up 


I fay a Remembrance of all the 


faich alſo of Jae! of old, Forty Bars long was 1 
grieved with this Generation, Plal. 95. 10. | 
Theſe three Tears, &c. 


Theſe lee Seaſons: Obſerve, GOD remem- 


bers how many Seaſons thou haſt miſpent ; for 


'theſe three ears ſignifies ſo many Seaſme. And 
when the Time of the Fruit arew nigh, that is, about 
the Seaſon they begin to be ripe, or that accor- 
Barren 
Fig-Tyze, thou haft had Time, Seaſons, Sermons, 
Minifters, Afflictions, Judgments. Merrcies, 
and what not? and yer haft not been fruitful ; thou 


haſt had Awakenings, Reproofs, Tlireatnings, 


Comforts, and yet haſt not been fruitful; thou haſt 
had Paterns, Examples, Citations Provocations, 
and yet haft net been fruitful. Well, Gon hath 
laid up thy three Nears with himſelf; he remem- 
bers every Time, every Sealon, every Sermon, 


; every 
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ue Barre Fig-Tree. 39 
every Miniſter, Affliction, Judgment, Merey, 


Awakening, Patern, Example, Cirarion, Pro—-—- ü 
ut vocation, he remembers all: As ke ſaid of - 
e (21 of old, They have tempted me theſe ten Timer, i 


and have not hearkned to my Voice, Numb, 14. 22. of 
Ve - | | nn _ 
And again, I remember ad their Wickedneſs, Hol. Fl 


* 133 
n | | 5 
oa | | Theſe three Nears, &c. 


ub He ſeeks for the Fruit of every Seaſon : He 


„e wilt not that any of bis Sermons, Min ers, 
"x Afflictions, 3 or Mercies ſhould be 
5 loſt, or ſtand for inſigniſicant Things; he will 


have accor ding ro the Benefit beſlowed, 2 Chron. 3 a 4 f | 
24, 25. Ezek 14. 23. He hath not done with- 
out a Cauſe all that fre hath done, and therefore 


- he looketh for Fruit. Look to it, Barren Fig-Tree: a 
* 1 came [ſeeking] Fruit. 85 ö 
8 Olſerv. This Word [ feeking ] ſignifies # .. 
Ane Search; for when a Man ſecks for Fruit n { 
2 Tree, he goes round it and round it, now ll 
24s looking into this Bough, and then into that; ü 


he peeps into the inmoſt Boughs, and the lower- 
0 moſt Boughs, it perhaps Fruit may be thereon, ml 
A Barren F ig-Tree, GOD will look into all ty WM 


3 Boughs, he will be with thee in thy Bed fruirs, Bl 
mn thy Midnight-fruits, thy Cloſet-fruits, thy Fa- 


mily- fruits, thy Converſation- fruits, to -ſee If | 
Del there be any among all theſe that are fit for, or 
4 | * worthy 
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4% The Barren Fig-Tree. 


- worthy of the Name of the Gop of Heaven. 
He fees what the Children of Iſrael &o in the Dark, 
Ezek. 8. 12. A! Things are open unto the Eyes of 
bia with.whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 12, 13. 


3 | : 1 0 
© "Seeking Fruit on [this] Fig-Tree. 


I told you before that he keeps in Remem- 
%rance the Times and Scaſons-that the Barren 
* Profeflor had wickedly miſpent. Now, foraſ- 


much as he pointeth out the Fig-Tree, This Bg- 
Tree s it;fheweth that the barren Profeſſor, a- 
bove all Pofeſſors, is a continual Oalum in the 


N 2 Eyes of Gop : This Eg Tree, this Man Coniah, | 
Fer. 22. 28. Is People draw nigh to me with their 
Mouth, but have removen-their Hearts far from me. 


GOD knows who they are among all the Thou- 
fands of 772e!, that are the barren and fruitleſs 
Profeſſors; his Lot will fall upon the Read 
of Arhan, tho' he he hid among fix hundred 
thouſand Men. Ard he brought his Houſhold, Man 
by Mon; and A han the Son of Carmi, the Sou of 


Wl Zabdi, the Son of Zerah, of the Tribe of Fudah, 
* nn 7. 17 18. This is the &han, 
ig Tree, this 1s the barren Profeſſor. 


this is the Fig t. rre iT. 
There is a Man hath an hundred Trees in his 


Vineyard, and at the Time of the Scafon he 


walketh into his Vineyard to ſee how the Trees 
Houriſh ; and as he goes, and views, and pries, 
ang obſerves how they are hanged with Fruit; 


© behold; he comes to one where he findeth nougit 
but Leaves: Now he makes a Stand, looks upon 


K 


The Barren Fig- Nee. 
it agaĩu and again; he looks alſo here and there, ä 
above and below; and if, after all this ſeeking ol 
| he fads nothing but Leaves thereon, then he begins - 

| to caſt in his Mind, how he may know this. 
Tree next Tear, what ſtands next it, or how - 
far *tis off the Hedge; but if there be nothing k 
there that may be as a Mark to know it by, then 
he takes his Hook, and giveth it a private Mark, = 
And the LORD ſet a Mark upon Cain, Gen. 4) 
ay ing, Go thy Ways, fruitleſs Fig-Tree, Thou 
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haft ſpent this Seaſon in Hain. „ | "200 

er doth he not cut it down, I will try it a- 
„ nother Year; may be this was not a b:#ting Sea. ² 
| ſon ; Therefore he comes again nt Year to ſee. | ll 
* 8 1 8 | 2 © : SER 
it now it have Fruit; but as he found it before, 


I ſo he finds it now, Barren, barren, every Lear 
„ beuren; he looks again, but finds no Fruit. Now 1 | 
3 he begins to have ſecond Thoughts ; how! net». | 
3 ther hit laſt Year, nor this: Surely the Bar- 
1 renneſs is not in the Seaſon, ſurely the Fault is 
= in the Tree: However Iwill ſpare it this Vear 
f alſo, but will give ita ſecond Mark; and ijt 
| may be, he tourheth it with a hot Iren, becauſe he - \ 

begins to be angie nn 2} = TE 

Well, at the thindSeafon he comes again for - | Wl 
1 I Fruit, but the third Year is like the firſt and fe- 
je = cond, 0 Fruit yet ; it only cumbereth. the Gremd: 'þ 
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es What now muſt be done with this Fig-Tree'?- Bl 
s Why, The LORD will lop his Boughs with Terrosy BAG 
: Vea, the Thickets of thoſe Profefiors with m., ll 
n+ we waited (faith Gop) theſe-three Tears; 1 


> have miſſed of Fruit hee three Narm it bays | 
— 5 | „ been 
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42 The Barren Fig-Tvee. = 
been a Cumber- ground theſe three Nears ; Cut it 
down. Precept had been upon Precept, and Line I fai 
upon Line, one Near after another ; for theſe M 
three Tears, but no Fruit can be ſeen; I find my 
none, fetch out the Ax; I'm fare this is the I ox 
Fig-Tree, I know it from the firſt Year, Bar- | 
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\ l  renneſ5 was its Sign then, Barremeſs is its Sign ¶ cor 
Wy now, make it fit for the Fire, Behold, the Ax is He 
da to the Root of the Nees; Emery Tree therefors chat ¶ wa 
wy —  Gringeth not forth geod Hit, is bewn down, and calt I ſel 
nto the Fire, Matth. 3. 10. pre 
-* Obſerve, my Brethren, GO D', Heart cmot Þ 160 
fand towarde a Barren F ig- Tree. You know thus an 
it is with yourſelves; if you have aTree in your exc 
Orchard, or Vineyard, that doth only cumber the ful 
Ground,” you cannot look upon that Tree with the: 
_ Pleaſure, with Complaceucy and Delight: No, ſhe 
t you do but go by it, if you do but caft your Ineit 
1 5 | . 

Eyes upon it; yea, if you do but think of that Tre 
Tree, you threaten it in your Heart, ſay ing, ¶ fore 
J will hem thee down ſhortly, I will to the Fire with Ning, 
thee ſhortly. And ir is in vain for any to think Nat; 
of perſwading of you to ſhew Favour to the Bar- 
ren Fig- Tree; and if they ſhould perſwade, your 

Anfwer is irreſiftible, It yields me no Profit, 
it takes up Room, and doth no Good, a better A 


+ 


may grow in its Room. if it 
| . . | he 
Cut it amn. Fig- 
' | wer 


I Thus when the Godly among the Jews, (Fer. 
I 14. 17.) made Prayers, that rebellious 3 
_—_ - | | might 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 43 = 
might not be caſt out of the Vineyard, Wbat " nn 
ſaith the Anſwer: of Gop.? Fer. 15. 1. Thowh Wh 
Moſes ard Samuel flood before me, yet couldnt 
my Mind be towards this People ; wound caſt 2 Þ 
out of my Preſence, and let them go.forth. 1 
What a Reſolution is here ? Moſes and Samuel 
could do almoſt any Thing wich Gop in Prayer. 
How many Times did Moſes by Prayer turn a- 
way Gop's Judgments from even Pharaoh him- 
ſelf ? Yea, how many Times did he by Prayer 
preſerve 1fael, when in the Wilderneſs, (Pſal. 
106. 23.) from the Anger and Wrath of Gop? 
Samuel is reckoned excellent this Way, yea ſo- 
excellent, that when ael had done that fear-' _ * 
ful Thing, as to reject the Loxp, and chuſe 
them another King, (1 Sam. 1 2.) he prayed, and 
the. Lo RD ſpared, and forgave them But yet 
neither Moſes, nor Samuel, tan ſave à Barren Fig- 
Tree: No, though Moſes and Samuel ſtood bs. 
fore me, that is, pleading, arguing, interceed- 
ing, ſupplicating, and beſeeching, yet could they 
not incline mine Heart to this People. e 


8 
* 


Ah! but Lo Rp it is a Fig Tree; a Fig Tree! 
if it was a Thorn, or a Bramble, or a Thiſtle, 
he Matter would not be much „ but ir is a 
Fip-T'ree, or a Vine; well, but mark the An- 
wer of Gop, Ezek. 15. 2, 3. Son of Man, what 
the Vine Tree more than any Tree, or than a Branch 
hat is among the Trees of the Torreſt 1 Shall Wood big 
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44 The Barren PFig-Tree. 
talen thereof. to do any Work ?. or will Men take a 
Pin tbertof to hang amy Veſſel thereon? . If Trees 
that are ſet, or planted for Fruit, bring not forth 
that Fruit, there is betwixt them and the Trees 
of the Forreſt, no Betterment at all; unleſs the 
Betterment lyeth in the Frees of the Wood, 
for they are fit to build withal ; but a Fig- Tree 
or a Yine, if they bring not forth Fruit, yea 
good Fruit they are fit fur nothing at all, but 
to be cut down, and prepared for the Fire. 
And ſo the Prophet goes on, Behold, it is caſt in- 
to the Fire for Fewel 25 rwe not for uit, it will 
| ſerwe' for wel; and jo the Fire. devoureth both the 
Ends of it, and the Midale of it is burm.. © 
Ay, but theſe Fig-Tree and V ines are Church- 
Members, Inhabitants of N So was the 
Fig: Tree mentioned in the Text; but what An- 
ſyer hath Gop prepared for theſe Objections? 
Why, werſ. 6. 7. Thus ſaith the LORD GOD, as 
"She Vine-Tree among the Trees of the Forreſt, which 
{ have given to the Fire for Fewel ; ſo will I give tht 
 Tthabitants of Jeruſalem . And I will ſet my Face 


AS ther Fire ſhall oewour them. 
2 8 cut it down. 
ful) ſhe would nor take five pounds for. it; yet : 


die, aud turn Cumber-ground only, it by 


ogainſt them, they ſhall go from one Fire, and ano 


The Woman that delighteth in her Garden 
if ſhe have a Slip there, ſuppoſe. (if it was fruit. 


it bear no Fruit, if it-wither and dwindle, and 
not 


ee 
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ture of the Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a Slip 
as I told you of before, ſhould 20 in your Gar- 
den, and there die, would you let it abide in 

our Garden? No, away with it, away with It: 


he Woman cometh into her Garden towards 
the Spring, where firſt ſhe gives it a ſlight Caſt 
with her Eye, then ſhe ſets to gathering out the 


Weeds, and Nettles, and Stones; takes a Beſom 
and ſweeps the Walks; this done, ſhe falls to 


prying into her Herbs and Slips, to ſee if they | 


ive, to ſee if they are likely to grow: Now, 
if ſhe comes to one that is dead, that ſhe is con- 


fident will not grow, up ſhe pulls it, and makes EY 2 
to the Heap of Rubbiſh with it, where ſne de: 
ſpiſingly caſts it down, and valueth it no more 


ſtand in her Garden. Gardens and Vineyards are 
Places for Fruit, for Fruit according to the Na- 
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than a Nettle, or a Weed, or that the. Duſt ſhe . 8 


hath ſwept out of her Walks. Vea, if any that ſee 
Why do you ſo? the Anſwer is 
ready, Tis dead, tis dead at Root; if I had 


her, ſhould ſay, 


let it ſtand, twould but have cumbered the 
Ground. - The. 
ones) they 
of deſperate Sorrow, Iſai. 17. 10, 11 
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There be two Manner of Cuttings dawn : .. '- ll 
d | Firfl, When a Man is caſt out of the Vineyard. 
_ Secondly, When a Man is caſt out of the World. 
b ">. ĩͤ 
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ſtrange Slips (and alſo the dead 4 | 
muſt be a Heap-in the Day of Grief, and 1 h 1 
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Ni, When a Man is caſt out of the Vineyard]. 
And that is done two Ways. | n 
1. By an immediate Hand of Gop. ”s 
2. By the Churches due Execution of the q 

Laws, and Cenſures, which CHRIST, for thatf;”: 
Purpoſe bath left with his Church 1 
Hr, GOD curs down the barren Fig- Tree byf““ 
an immediate Hand, ſmiring his Roots, blaſting.” 
his Branches, and ſo takes him away from a4”. 
mong his People: Every Branch (faith CHRIST 55 
that beareth not Fruit in me, he (my FATHER 
taketh away, 1 15, 2. He taketh him ouß , 
of the Church, he taketh him away from thq, 5 
Godly. There are two Things by which: Go hi 
taketh the Barren Profeſſor from among thq a 
Children of Gop. 85 | 

Firſt, Strong Deluſions. 

* + Secondly, Open Prophanneſs. 45 

Firſt, By ſtrong Delgſions, ſuch as beguile thy; 1 
Soul with damnable Doctrines, that ſwerve from 
Faith and Godlineſs, Il. 66. 3, 4. Iley han, 
choſen their own Ways (fauth Gon) and their Soi 
 gelighteth in their Abominations; I alſo will chi 7 
their Deluſions, and will bring their Fears upon then n: 
will ſmite them with Blindneſs and Hardneſs Jin 
Heart, and Failing of Eyes, and will alſo ſuffer th, 8 
Tempter 1e tenpt and effect his helliſb Deſigns upd, f, 
hem, 2 Theſſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. GOD will jenſ , 
them Frong Deluſions that they may believe a Li 
that they all may be damned who belicys not . Bu 
Truh, but had Pleaſure in Unrighteoufneſs. © 1 B 
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The Barren HNg- Tee. 
|. Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a Bar- 
rd; en Proteſſor by Open Propharmeſs. There is one 
ath taken up a Profeſſion of that worthy Name, 
e LORD JESUS CHRIST; but this Pro- 
these fon is but a Cloak, he ſecretly practiſeth 
chat ickedneſs; he is a Glutton, a Drunkard, or 14 
ovetous, or unclean; Well, faith Gop, I will wn 
e byſdoſe the Reins of this Profeſſor, I will give ahi 
ng im up to his vile Affections, I will looſe the 
m a eins of his Luſts before him, he ſhall be entang- 
5 T4 wich his beaſtly Luft, he ſhall be overcome | 
et ungodly Company. Tbus they that turn aſide 
1 OUY, their own crooked Ways, Pſal. 12.5. 5 The Lord 
n 4,1 lead them forth with the Workers of Ag,, Wi 
GOP his is Gop's Hand immediate! ; Gop isnow' 
8 ch ealing with this Man himſelf. Barren Fig- 1 
ree, hearken, thou art crowded into a Profet _ 
on, art got among the Godly, and there art a 1 i 
I fcandal to the Holy and Glorious Goſpel ; but 
le chfithal ſo cunning, that like the Sons of Zeruah, "eo 
Hoh ou art too hard for the Church; ſhe knows - Wi 
Y haupt how to deal with thee. Well, ſaith Gp, au 
ir Sevi deal with that Man myſelf, Ezek. 14. 7, 
Ul chifÞ will anſwer that Man by myſelf : He that fers WM 
then his Idols in his Heart, and puts the Stum- 
ineſs Jing block of his Iniquity before his Face, 
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fer id yet comes, and appears before me; I will er i 5 
85 ace againſt that Man, and will małè him a Sign . "a 
ill Jer 4 a Protyerb, and I will cut him from the Miaſt 2 


. 4 y People; and he ſhall know that I am the LORD. Wt 
n Bar, Secondly, GOD doth ſometimes cut down 

A Barren Fig-Tree by the Church, by the 
e 3 Church's 2. 
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483 The Barren Fig Tree. 
Church's due Execution of the Laws andCenſuresſ co: 
which CHRIS, for that Purpoſe, hath left wit / 
bis Church: This is the Meaning of that in = 
Matt h. 18. 1 Cor. 5. and that in 1 Tim 1. 20 | 
Upon which now I ſhall not enlarge. But the 
which Way ſoever Gor dealeth with thee, of Bai 
thou Barren Fig-Tree, whether by himſelf imme e 
diately, or by bis Church, it amounts to on: 

and the fame. For if timely Repentance pre 

vent not, The End of that Soul is Damnation. The 

are blaſted and withered, and gathered by Mer E 
God's Enemies; and at laſt being caſt into th{ons 


Fire, burning muſt be their End. That which be ar 
eth Briars and Thorns, is nigh tmto curſing, who 
Eud is to be burned, Heb. 6. 8. | 

And again, ſometimes by cut it down, Go 
means, caſt it out of the World: Thus he cu 
down Nadab and Mihu, when he burned then 
up with Fire from Heaven, Numb. 16. 31, 32 
33* Thus he cut down Corah, Dathan, and Abi 
ram, when he made the Earth to ſwallow them uf 
Thus he cut domn Saul, 1 Sam. 31. 4. when h 
gave him up to fall upon the Edge of his own Swor 
and died. Thus he cut down. Ananias with Sa 
phira his Wife, when he ſtruck them down dead i 
the Midft of the Congregation, Acts 5. 10. I migh 
here alſo diſcourſe of Abſalom, Ahitophel, an- 
Judas, who were all. three hanged: The far 
by Gop's revengful Hand, the other were g! 
ven up of God to be their own Executioners 
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Theſe were barren and unprofitable Fig- Trees iſple 
ſuch as God took no Plealure in, therefore by */ 
ne | ELL cony - 


The Barren Fig: * 49 

commanded to cut them down. The Pſalmiſ Gith, 
ſal. 58. 9. He ſball take them away as with a 

thirl-wind, both living, and in his Wrath. 


the Ax, his Sword, bring it hither, here is a 


Barren Profeſſor, Cu: hum * why cumbererh he | 
e the Ground! 2 OY 
De Ga 


Why cumbereth it the Ground 5 
By theſe Words the Lo RD ſuggeſtetl. Rea- 
ſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt the Barren Fig- 
ree; it cumbereth the Ground. The Holy Ghoſt 
doth not only take an Argument from its Bar- 


en 
h. 
ar 
he 
0 
c@ rovocation. 

1 W 1. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, he git. 
32 eee the Defign of Gop in planting his 
Abi neyard: I looled that it ſhould bring forth Fruit. 
_ 2 It hath alſo abuſed his Patience, his Long- 
nh ftering, his three Years Patience. 

25 It hath alſo abuſed his Labour, ki Pains, 


5 Sa is Care, and Providence of Protection and Pre- 
4d ikrvation; for he hedges his Vineyard, and 


igh alls it about. Cumber-ground, all theſe Things thou 
»ſeſf. He waters his Vineyard, and looks to 


gl aft abuſed. 

. Further; there are other Reaſons of God' 8 
rec pleaſure; As, 

b 6. A cumber grumdi is a very Mock and Re- 
co C proach 


Barren F ig-Tree, hearken; GOD calls for 


rem ſe, but becauſe it is a Cumber-groud, there- 
ore cut it down; wherefore it muſt needs be a 
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1 Night and . but all theſe Things thou 
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Room where a better Tree might ſtand ; 
it takes up the Room, it keeps fo long as 1} the 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
proach to Religion, a Mock and Reproach to | 1 
the Ways of GOD, to the People of GOD, to b 
the Word of GOD, and to the Name of Reli. 
pron, It is expected of all Hands, that all thẽe b 
Trees in the Garden of GOD ſhould be fruitfal ; ar 
GOD expects Fruit, the Church expects Fruit, ya 
the World, even the World conclude that Pro- | ſti 
feſſors ſhould be fruitful in good Works; I fay | ke 
the very Worldexpetteth that Proteſſors ſnould IT 
be better than themſelves : But; Barren Fig- | am 
Tree, thou diſappointeſt all: Nay, haſt thou W 
not learned the wicked ones thy Ways? Haſt no! 
thou not learned them to be more wicked by thy Þ tho 


Example, (but that's by the By.) Barren Fig-f the 


Tree, thou haft diſappointed others, and muſt oth 
be difappointed thyſelf. Cut it down why cum-iþ ſha 
bereth it the Ground * 25 7 

Secondly, The Barren Fig- Tree takes up theſ dra; 
I ſay, ot he 


fands where it doth, a fruitful Tree out offf wa 

that Place; and therefore it muſt be cut down won 
Barren Fig: Tree, Doſt thou hear? Becauſe the o 
Jews ſtood fruitleſs in the Vineyard; therefore] Þ© 
faid Gop, Matth. 21. 33. 41. The Kingaon e that 


Heaven ſball be taken from ya, and fhall be given bouri 


& Nation that fhall render him their Fruits in theiſſ th at 1 
Seaſon. The Jews for their Barrenneſs were he is 
nomn, and more fruitful People put in their Room the J 
As Sammel alſo ſaid to barren Saul, I Sam. 1 
28. The Lord hath rent the Kingdom from thee,” an 
hath given it to thy Neighbour that is better than _ 


Dye Barren Hg. Tree. 51 
The unprofitable Servant mu be caft out, muſt 
be cat down ed 2 8 
cCunber - grom, How many hopeful, - inclina- 
ble, forward People, haft thou, by thy fruitleſs 
and unprofitable Life, kept out ot the Vine- 
, | yard of Gop: for thy Sake have the People 
- | ſtumbled at Religion; by thy Life have they been 
y | kept from the Love of their own Salvation. 
d Thou haſt been alſo a Means of hardeuing others, 
z- and of quenching, and killing weak Beginnings. 
21 | Well, Barren Fig-'TFree, ok to thyſelf, (chou wilt 
& not go to Heayen thyſelf, and them that would 
3y chou hindereſt;) thou muſt not always cumber 
g- the Ground, nor always hinder the Salvation f 
ut others: Thou ſhalt be cut down, and another 
un-. ¶ Pall be planten in thy Room.  _ - © - ᷑ 8g 
Thirdly, The Cumber-ground is a Sucker, hne 
the draws away the Heart and Nouriſhment from the 3% 
ay, other Trees, Were the Cumber- ground tut dow. 
; IF the other would be more fruitful ;-he draws a- 
ol way the Fatneſs of the Ground to himſelf, that 
ow. would make the other more hearty and fruitful, 
tel One Sinner defiroyeth much good, Ecel. 9. 18. 
The Cumber-gramd is a very Droam in the Hive, 
m chat eats up the Honey that ſhould feed the la- 
en bouring Bee; he is a Thief in the Candle, 
hel that waſteth the Tallow, but giveth no Lizht; 
re he is the anſa vory Salt, that is fit for nought bur 
oothe Dunghill. Look to it, Barren Eig-Fres. ue 


* 


„ he Barren Fig-Tree. 
Aud be an{wering, ſaid unto him, LO R D, let it a- 
lune this Nar alſo, until I ſhall dig about it, and 
aung it ; and if it bear Fruit, well; and not, 
then, after that, tus ſhalt cut is down, Verſe 
8, 9. ö | 


Heſe are the Words of the Dreſſer of the 
Vineyard, who, I told you, is Jzsvus 


3 


CHRIST (for he made Interceſſion for the 


Tranſgreſlors.) And they contain a Petition, 
preſented to an offended Juſtice, praying chat a 
little more Time and Patience might be exer- 
ciſed towards the barren Cumber-ground Fig- 
F | 
5 this Petition there are Six Things conſide- 
rable :. | 
Ursi, That Juſtice might be deferred, O that 
Juſtice might be deferred. ELonrp, let it alone, 
&c. a while longer. | 4 
Secondly, Here is Time prefixed, as a Space to 
try if more Means will cure a Barren Fig-Trce. 
LORD, let it alone this Near alſo. 
Thirdly, The Means to help it, are propoun 
_ ded, il 1 ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 
Furl, Here is alſo an Inſinuation of a Sup 
poſitton, that by thus doing, GOD's Expecta 
tion may be anſwered ; And if it bear Fruit, well 
Fifthly, Here is a Suppoſition that the Barret 
Fig-Tree may yet abide barren, when Cu 151 
hath done what he will unto it; And if me 
Fruit, GC. Fi 
Sixth! 
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33 
: Sixthly, Here is at laſt a Reſolution, that if thou 
continue barren, hewing Days will come upom thee, 
And if it bear Fruit, well; Aud if not, then af 
ter that thou ſbalt cut it down. 1 
> But to proceed according to my former Me- 
thod, by Way of Expoſition. 


The Barren Fig Tree. 


c LORD, let it alone this Year alſo, 
ae Here is aſtoniſhing Grace indeed, aſtoniſhing 


vo, | Grace ! I ſay that the Lord Jeſus ſhould concern 
ma] himſelf with a Barren Fig- Tree; that he ſhould 
er- ſtep in to ſtop the Blow from a Barren Fig. Tree. 
ig. True, he ſtopt the Blow but for a Fime; but 
why aid he ſtop it at al! Why did he not fetch 

de- our the Ax? Why did he not do Execution? 
BB Why did not he cut it down? Barren Fig- Tree, 
chat tis well for thee that there is a-Jzsvs at God's. 
lone, Right-Hand, a J=svs of that Largeneſs of 
Bowels, as to have Compaſſion for a Barren 

e to Fig- Tree, elſe Juſtice had never let thee alone 
reel to cumber the Ground as thou haſt done. When 
acl alſo had ſinned againſt GOD, down they 

„un had gone; But that Moſes fleod in the Breach, Exod. 
| 32. 10. Let me alone (faith GOD to him) that 1 
Sup conſume them in a Mement, and I will mae of 
bectal ee a great Nation. Barren Fig-Tree, doſt thou 
wellſiÞcar ? Thou knew not how oft the Hand of 

3 3 uſt ice hath been up to ſtrike, and how, 
Nis many Years ſince thou hadſt been cur down, had 
bennot Jzsus caught Hold of his Father's Ax. 
et me alone, let me fetch my Blow, or cut it 
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$4 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
amn, why cumberet it the Ground? Wilt thou 
provoke {Mill ? Ton haſt wearied Men, and pro- 
voked rhe Juſt ice of GOD; And wilt thou weary 


* 


my GOD alſo? Iſa. 7. 13. 
LORD, tet it alme this Year. 


LORD, a little longer, let's not loſe a Soul 

for want of Means; I will try, J will fee if I 
can make it fruitful, I will not beg a long Life, 

nor that it might ſtill be barren, and ſo provoke 
thee. I beg Be the Sake of the Soul, the im- 2 
mortal Soul, LORD ſpare it, one Nar only, one 5 
Year longer, this Year alſo; If I do any Good to r 
it, it will be in little Time. Thou ſhalt not 
be oyer-wearied with waiting; one Tear, and then, 2 
Barren Fig- Tree, doſt thou hear what ſtriving % 
there is between the Vine- dreſſer and the Husband- F. 
man for thy Life. Cut it down, ſays one; LORD, 1 
ſpare it, aith another; II a Cumber-grounu, 
leich the Father; one Year longer prays the I T5 
Son, Let it alone this Year alſo. ge 0 


11 Until I ſhall aig Bd it, and dung it. Up | 
Tube LORD JESUS by theſe Words ſuppe. Ife. 


ſeth two Things, as Cauſes of the Waht of Thi 
Fruit in a Barren Ng. Iree, and two Things he 4 


ſippoſeth as a Remedy. OE mes 
The Things that are a Cauſe of want of Fruit, 85 


are, | 


ruit, 
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* The Barren Fig ee. 
Earth. bound. 


> 


2. A Want of warmer Means, of fatter Means. 


Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth. _ 

Firſt, To looſen the Barth, to dig about it. 

Secondly, And then to ſupply it with Dung; 
to dig about it, and dung it, LORD, let it alone 


this Nar alſo, until I ſhall dig abont it. I doubt 


it is too much ground-bound ; The Love of this 
World and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, (Luke 14.) 
lie too cloſe to the Roots of the Heart of this 
Profeflor. The Love of Riches, the Love of 


Honours, the Love of Pleaſures are the Thorns. 
that choak the Word; 1 John 2. 15, 16. For all 


that is in the World, the Lufts of the Fleſh, the Liſts 


of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, are not. of the ; : | 


FATHER, but Enmity to GOD. How then (where 
theſe Things bind up the Heart) can there be 
Fruit brought forth ro GOD! Barren Fig- Tree, 


ſee how the LoRD IESsus, I theſe very Words, 
ſuggeſteth the Cauſe of thy Fruitleſneſs of Soul. 


The Things of this World e too clofs to thy 


Heart; the Earth with its Things hath bound 


up thy Roots; Thou art an Earth bamd Soul, thun 
art wrapt up in thick Clay. If am Man love the 
World, the Love of the FATHER ig net in him: 
How then can he be frutitful in the Vineyard? 
This kept Judas from the Fruit of caring for the 
Poor, John 12. 6. This kept Demas from the 


Fruit of Self-denial, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And this $ 


kept Ananias and Saphira his Wife, from the 
goodly Fruit of Sinceriry and Truth, As. 5. 


* 
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1, II Eerth bound; LORD, the Fig-Tree is 


= 5s _ The Barren Fig-Tree. 


5, 10. What ſhall I ſay, Theſe are foolliſh and 
hurtful Unſf!s, which drown Men in Deſtruction and 


* 


\ Evil, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10; How then can good 
Fruit grow from {ach a Root, the Root of all 
Evil? Huch while ſome covet after, they have er- 
re ſrom the Faith, and pierced themſelves through 
with inany Sorrows. It is an evil Root, nay, it 
is the Root of ail Evil: How then can the 
Profeſſor that hath ſach a Root, or a Root 
wrepp'd up in fuch Earthly Things, as the 
Luſts, and Pleaſures, and Vanities of this 
World, bring forth Fruit to GOD? 


Until 1 ſh all [dig] about it. 


LORD, I will looſe his Roots, 7 will dg ©» 
J Earth, I will lay by his Roots bare; my Hand 
Mall be upon him by Sickneſs, by Diſappoint- 
ments, by creſs Providences : I will dig about 

him until he ſtands ſhaking and tottering, un- 
til he be ready to fall; then, if ever, he will 
ſeek to take faſter Hold. Thus, I fay, deals 
the Lge» Is Us oft-rimes with the barren Pro- 
felfor };, he aiegeth about lim, he ſmitteth one Blow 
at his Heart, another Blow at his Luſts, a third 
at his Pleaſures, a fourth at his Comforts, ano- 
ther at his Self- conccitedneſs; thus he diggeth 
about him : This is the Way to take bad Earth 
from his Roots, and to looſen his Roots from 
the Earth. Barren Fig-Tree, ſee here the Care, 
the Love, the Labour and Way, which the 


Perdition ; for the Love of Maney is the Root of all 


19 
3d 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 


Until I fhall dig about it, and [dung] It. 

As the Earth, by binding che Roots too cloſe- 
ly, may hinder the Trees being fruitful; fo the 
Want of better Means may be alſo a Cauſe 
thereof. And this is more than intimated by 
the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, anti! I ſhall dig a- 
bout it, ond dung it. I Will ſupply it with a 


more fruitful Miniſtry, with a warmer Word. 


T will give them Paſtors after mine amm Heart, 
1 will dung them. You know Ding is a more 


warm, more fat, more hearty, and ſuccouring 
 Marter, than is commonly the Place in Which 


Trees are planted. | 

Iwill dig about it, and dung it, I will bring it 
under an Heart awakening Miniſtry; the Means 
of grace ſhall be fat, and good. I will alſo vi- 
ſit it with Heart-awakening, Heart warming, 


Py warm Dung to its Roots; Iwill ftrive win 
him by my Spirit, and gave him fome Taſtes f 
the heavenly Gift, and the Power of the World 
to come, I am loth to loſe him for Want of 


di ging 3 LORD let it nalme this Tear #ifo, 4 ntif 
1 nail dig about it, and aung it. . 
| „ { ö : » 7 


And if it bear Fruit, well] 


And if the Fruit of all my Labour mabes nel 
| | this 


Heart encouraging Conſiderations; I will ap- 


7 
LORD JESUS, the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, 
is fain to-take with thee, if happily thou may'it 
be made fruitful, | : 


rern x, and our 
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e Barren Exg- Tee. 
this Fig: Free fruitful, I ſhall count my Time, 


my Labour and Means well beſtowed upon it; 


aud thou alſo, O my GOD, ſhalt be therewith 
much delighted. For thou art gracious and merciful, 
aud repenteſi thee of the Evil which thou threatnel} to 


ig upon a People, 


. 'Theſe Words therefore inform us, that if a 
Barren Fig-Tree, a Barren Profeſſor, ſhall now 
at laft bring forth ro GOD, it ſhall gowell with 
that Profeſſor, it ſhall go well with that poor 
Soul. His former Barrenneſs, his former tempt- 
ing of 60D, his Abuſe of GOD's Patience and 
Long- ſuffering ; his mizpending Year after Year, 
Mall now be all forgiven him. Yea, GOD the 

| 9X: 88 CHRIST, will 
now paſs by, and forget all, and lay, Well done, 
at the laſt. When I ſay to the Wicked, O wick- 
el Man, thou ſpalt ſurely die; At he then do that 
which is lawful and right, if he walks in the 
the Statutes of Life, without committing Ini- 


quity, he ſhall ſarely live, he ſhall not die, Ezek. 


18. 21. Barren Fig- Tree, Dot thou hear? The 


Ax is laid to thy Roots, the Loxp J=svs prays 
GOD to ſpare thee : Hath he been dizging about 


thee ? Hath be been dunging of thee, O Barren 
Fip-Tree? Now thou art come to the Point: 
if thou ſhalt now become good, if rhou ſhalr, 
after a gracious Manner, fuck in the Goſpel- 
dung, and if thou ſhalt bring forth Fruit unto 
GOD, well; but if not, he Fire is the laſt. 
Fruit, or the Fire; Fruit, or the Fire, Barren 
Fig-Tree, If it bear Fruit, well. 
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And if not, then, after that, thou ſhalt cut it down. 


| profited by the Means of Grace: A Genera- 


Mercies; And after all will be maſruitful. ... + 1 


I gave ker Space to repent, aum ſbe repented not, Rev. 


The Barren Fig Tree. 59 


And if not, &c. The LORD by this / gi- 
veth us to underſtand, that there is a Genera- 
tion of Profeſſors in the World, that are incur- 
able, that will not, that camot repent, nor be 


tion, I ſay, that will retain a Profeſſion, bur 
will not bring forth Fruit : A Generation that will 
wear out the Patience ot GOD, Time and Tide, 
Threatnings and Interceſſions, Judgments and 


O the deſperate WickedneF- that is in th 
Heart! O Barren Profeſſor, Hoſt chou hear? 
the Lok D Jxsus ſtands yer in aewbr- about thee 1 
There is an V] ſtands yer in the Way; I fay, 
the Lord JzsvsRtands yet in Doubt about thee. 
whether at laſt thou wilt be good; whether he 
may not labour in vain; whether his digging and 


1 jo * 
dunging will come to more than Toft Labour, 
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2 21 I digged about it, I dunged it; I gained 

Time, and ſupplied it with Means; but I la- 
boured herein in vain, and ſpent my Strength - 
for nought, and in vain. Doſt thou hear, Bar- 

ren Fig- Tree? There is yet a Queſtion, he- 8 

ther it will be well with thy Soul at lu . -,- 
There is nothing more exaſperating to the 
Mind of Man, than to find all his Kindneſs and 
Favour flighted ; Neither is the Loy Jesvs 
ſo-proyok'd with any Thing, as when * 88 
| _ abuſe 
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280- The Parren Fig-Tree. 

abut his Means of Grace; if it be barren and 

Iruitleſs under my Goſpel ; if it turn my Grace 

into Wantenneſs; if after digging, and dung 

ing, and waiting, it yet remain unfruitful, I will 

let thee cut it elown. 5 

SGoſpel- means applied, is the IaſRemeayfor abar- 

ren Profeſſor; if the Goſpel, if the Grace of the Goſ- 

pel will not do, there can be nothing expected, but 

cut it dew. Then, after that, thou ſhalt cut it aumn. 

O Jeruſalem, Jeruſatem, rhoz that killeſt the 

» Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, 

Few often would 1 have gathered thy Children toge- f 

ther, as u Hen gathereth her Chickens unter her | , 

inge, and ye would not? Therefore your Houſes are 4 

left unto ho deſolate, Marth. 23. 37, 38. Yet it 2 

cannot be, but that this Lo RD Jusus, who at 0 

firſt did put a Stop to the Execution of his Fa- 1 

THER'S Juſtice, becauſe he deſired to try more 1 

Mears with the Fig- Tree: I ſay, it cannot be, ar 
A. 
ſt i 


1 
4 


but that an Heart ſo full of Compaſſion, as bis 

7, Mould be touched, to behold this Profeſſor 

muſt now be cut down; Luke 19 41, 42. A h 
when he was come near, he beheld the City, and 5 
wept over it, ſaying, if thou hads known, even © No 
Te, at leaft, in this thy Day, the Things that be- Go 
long to thy Peace; but now tixcy are hid from thin Y De: 
Eyes 1 | Gri 


After that, thou ſhalt cut it down) © Fire 
When CnnisT giveth thee over, there is no In- eſtas 
tercetiorgo Mediator, uo more Sacrifice for Sin; ¶ Ae 

| all 
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The Barren Fig-Tree, 61 
all is gone but Judgment, but the Ar, but & cer- 


- 


tain fearful loobing for of Judgment, and fiery Indig- 


nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries, Heb, 10. 


Barren Fig-Tree, take Heed tat thou comeſt not 
to theſe /af# ord, for theſe Words are a Give-up, 
a Caſt-up, a Caſt up of a Caſt-away; After that 
thou ſhalt cut it down. They are as much as it 
CHRIST had ſaid, FATHER, I begg'd for more 
Time. for this barren Profeſſor ; I begg'd until I 
ſhould dig about it, and dung it ; but now, Fa HERR, 
the Time is out, the Year is ended, ihe Summer 
is ended, and no good done. I have alſo tried 
with my, Means, with the Goſpel; I have digg'd 
about it, T have laid alſo the fat and hearty Dung 
of the Goſpel to it; lut all comes to nothing. Fa- 

THER, I deliver up this Profeſſor to thee again, 
I have done, I have gone all, I have done praying, 
and endeavouring ; I- will held the Head of thine 
Ax no longer: Take him into the Hands of Ju- 
ſtice, do Juſtice, do the Law, I will never beg 
for him more. After that thou ſhalt cut it amn, 


b unto them when I depart from them, Hoſ. 9. 12. 1 | 


No is this Profeſſor left naled indeed, naked to 
Gop, raked to Satan, to Sin, to the Law, to 
Death, to Hell, naked to Judgment, and to the 
Grips of a guilty Conſcience, and to the Tor- 
ment of the Worm that never dies, and to that 


Fire that never ſhall be quenched: Heb. 12. 25. 
See that ye reſuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if they 


eſcnped not, who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth, 
%ucl; more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from 
„ 5 


\ be 2 oo o T 


32 The Barren Fig-Tree. 

in tlut fpeaketh from Heaven, From this brief 
Paſs thro' this Parable, you have theſe two ge- 
neral Obſervations, | 

Firſt, That even when the Juſtice of Gop 

cries out, Icannot endure to wait on this barren Pro- | 
ſeſſor any longer; then Jesus CHRIS interceeds 
Tor a [ittle more Patience, and a {ittle more ſtriving 
with this Prefeſſor, if poſſible he may make him 
a fruitful Profeſſor: LORD, let it alone this Na. ; 
ulſo, umi! I ſhall dig about it, and dung it; and if 8 


i Far Truit, well, &c. 

Serondly, There are ſome Profeſſors whoſe Day 1 
of Grace will end with cut it down, with Judg- / 
ment; when CHRIST by his Means hath been 
uſed for their Salvation. 4 

The ft of theſe Obſervations I ſhall paſs, and 1 
not meddle at all therewith ; bur ſhall brietly F 
ſpeak to the ſecond, to wit, HS ry 

That theve are ſome Profeſſors, whoſe Day of Grace : 7 
will end with cut it down, with Judgment, when 5 
CHRIST by his Means hath been uſed for their Sal- i 
Vntion. | 

© This the Apoſtle ſheweth in that 3 Chapter I, 
of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, where he tells us , : 

that the People of the Jews after a forty Nears i 

Patience, and endeavour to do em good by the my : 

Means appointed for that Purpoſe, their End was 15 
to be cat down, or excluded the Land of Pro- 2 
miſe for their final Incredulity; So we fee they 2 

rould not enter in, becauſe of Unbelief. Wherefore, _ 
faith he, I was grieved with that Generation, and 
pid, they do always err-in their Hearts, and they 
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We Barren Ng. Deb. 63 

have not known my Ways : So I ſware in my Wrath, 
they ſball not enter into ny Reſt, As who ſhould 
ſay, I would they ſhould have entered in, and 
tor that Purpoſe I brought them out of Egypt, 
led them thro” the Sea, and taught them in the 

| Wilderneſs; but they did not anſwer my Work 

nor Deſigns in that Matter: Wherefore, they 

| ſhall not, I fware they ſhall not; 7 ſwore in my 

; Wrath they ſhould not enter into my Reſt . Here 1s 

j cutting down with Judgment. So again, Chap. 

4. he faith, A haue ſworn in my Wrath, if they Ml 
oll enter into my Reft, although the Wirks were finiſh» 
„% from the Fomdation of the World, Heb. 4 2, 3 Mi 
. This Word LV] is the fame with (hy 
4 ſhall not] in the Chapter before. And where he 
p faich, Although the Works were fiſhed from the Fonmt= © 1 
dation of the World; he giveth us to underſtanld, 
that what Preparations ſoever are made for the 


„ I Salvation of Sinners, and of how long Con- 1 
ben tinuance ſde ver they are, yet the Goo - ml 
al- tempring, Gop-provoking, and fruitleſs Pro. 

„ feſſor is like to go without a Share therein! 
per though the Works were finiſhed from the Founda= 
ny ton of the World. Jude 5.6. 1 will therefore pus 


you in Remembrance, though ye once knew this, how 
the lat ihe LOR D, having ſaved the People ont of the 
Land of Egypt, afterwards deſtroyed them that be-. 
Pro-B1:ved not. And: the Angels that kept not their firſt © 
Eate, but left their own Habitation, he hath reſer-= 
ved in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto the 
amen of the Great Day. Here is an Inſtance 
4 to Purpoſe, an Inſtance of Men and _ 
hf 8 \" 
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64 The Barren Fig Tree. 
gels: Men ſaved out of the Land of E- 
gypt, and in their Journey towards Cunaan, 
the Type of Heaven, cut down ; Angels 
created and placed in the Heavens in great State 
and Principality; yet both theſe, becauſe un- 
fruitful to Go in their Places, were cut mn; the 
Men deſtroyed by Gop, (for fo faith the Text) 
and the Angels reſerved in everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs, to tho Judgment of the great Day. 


Now, in my handling of this Point, I ſhall 


diſcourſe of the cuttizg down, or the Judgment 
here denounced, as it reſpecteth the Doing of 
it by Gop's Hand immediately, and that roo, 
Vith Reſpect to his caſting them out of ihe World ; 


and not as it reſpecteth an Act of the Church, 


&c. And as to this cutting down, or Judgment, 
it muſt be concluded, that it cannot be before tie 
Day of Grace be paſt with the Fig Tree, but accor- 
ding to the Obſervation, There be ſome Profeſſors 
wheje Day of Grace will end with cut it down; and 
according to tlie Words of. the Text, Then [-;- 
ter that] thou ſhalt cut it down : Alter that, that is, 
after all my Attempts and Endeavours to make 
It fruitful, after 1 hav? left it, given it over, 
done with it, and have reſolved to beſtow no 
more Days of Grace, Opportunities of Grace 
and Means of Grace upon it; then, 2#er that, 
thou ſhalt cut it down. | 
Beides, the giving up of the Fig- Tree, is be- 
fore the Execution. Execution is not always 


preſently on the Sentence given; for after that 
à convenient Time is thought on, and then ts 
| . | cut. 


cutting down; and ſo it is here in the Text. The 
Decree, that it ſhall periſh, is gathered from its 
continuing fruitleſs all the laſt Year, and at the 
End of ali Endeavours: But cutting down is not 
yer, for that- comes with an After-word ; Then 
aſter that thou ſhalt cut it down. | 7 
So then, that I may orderly proceed with 
the Obſervation, I muſt lay down theſe two 
Propoſitions. | „„ | 
Propoſi. r. That the Day of Grace ends with ſome 
Men before GOD takes them out of this World. And, 
f Propoſi. 2. The Death, or cutting down of ſuch 
Men, will be dreadful, For this cut it down, when 
it is underſtood in the largeft Senſe, (as here 
indeed it ought) it ſheweth, not only the 
Wrath of God againſt a Man's Life in this 
a World, but his Wrath againſt him Body and 
Soul; and is as much as to ſay, Cut him off 
from all the Priviledges and Benefits that come 
4 by Grace, both in this World, and that which 
is to come. 2 
6, But to proceed, The Day of Grace ends with ſome 
een before God taketh them out of this World. 
er, I ſhall give you ſome Inſtances of this, and 
no {0 go on to the laſt Propoſition. "© Jana 
ce Firſt, I ſhall inſtance in Cain; Cain was a Pro- 
at, J feſſor, (Ger. 4. 3.) a Sacrificer, a Worſhipper 
Jof Gon, yea the firſt Worſhipper that we read 
pe- Not after the Fall; but his Grapes were wild ones, 
ays IN Cen. 4- 5, 8. hs Works were evil, he did not do 
oat what he did from true Goſpel-motives; there- 
a is} foro Gop diſallowed his Work. At this his 
cut- 
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Te Barren Fig- Tree. 
Countenance falls; wherefore he envies his 
Brother, diſputes him, takes his Opportunity 
and kills him. Now in the Day he did this act, 


_ were the Heavens cloſed up againſt him, and that 


himſelt did ſmartingly and fearfully feel, when 


_ Gop made Inquiſition for the Blood of Wel: 


And nom curſed (faith God) ſhalt thou be from the 
Eurth, which hath opened her Mouth to receive thy 
Brother's Blood from Thy Hand, &c. Gen. 4. 8, 11, 
12, 13, 14. Au Cain ſaid, MyPuniſhment is great- 
er than T can bear; mine Iniquity is greater 
than it may be forgiven. Behold, thou haſt driven 


us out this Day from the Face of the Earth, and from 


thy Face ſhall I be hid. Now thou art curſed ſaith 


' God. Thou haſt driven me out this Day, 


faith Cn, and from thy Face ſhall I be hid; 
I ſhall never more have Hope in thee, Smile 
from- thee nor expect Mercy at thy Hand, 
Thus thetefore Cain's Day of Grace ended, and 


ie Heavens, with Gop's own Heart, were ſhut 
up againſt him; yet, after this, he lived long, 


Ven A io. Cutting down wWas not come yet; after 
this he liv'd to marry a Wife, v. 17. to beget 
a curſed Brood, to build a City, (and what 


not?) all which could not be quickly dene: 


Wherefore Cnin might live atter the Day of 
Grace was paſt with him, ſeveral hundred Years, 
--. Secondly, 1 ſhall inſtance in 1bmael, Gen. 17, 
25, 26. Iſpmael was a Profeſſor, was brought up 


in Abrabam's Family, and was circumciſed at 
thirteen Years of Age, Gen. 16. 12. But he was 
the 'Son of the Bond- Maman, he 97 not 
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De Baren Rg. Nee. 
forth good Fruit, he was a wild Profeſſur: Fe 
all his Religion, he would ſcoff at thoſe that 


were better than himſelf, Well, upon a Day 


his Brother nac was weaned, at which Time 
his Father made a Feaſt, and rejoiced before the 
LoRD, for that he had given him the promiſed 
Son; at this Iſhmael mocted them, their Son, 


and Godly-Rejoicing. Then came the Spirit 


of GoD upon Sarah, and ſhe cried, Caſt him out, 
caft out this Bond. woman and her Son; for the Som of 
this Bond woman ſhall not be Heir with my Som, with 
Iſaac, Gen. 21.9, 10, 11. Now Paul to the Ga- 


latians, (Chap. 4. 29, 30, 31.) makes this caſt- 
out of ra- 
ham's Family, but a caſting out alſo from 's Lot 
with the Saints in Heaven. Alſo Miſes givettv 


ing out to be, not only a caſti 


us a notable Proof thereof, in ſaying, thar when 


he died, he was gathered to his People, Gen, 23. 
17 his People by the-Mother's-fide, for hne 
was reckoned from her, the Son of Hagir, the 


Son of the Bond-woman. Now ſhe was de- 
ſcended from the Egyptians, Gen. 21. 9. So that 
he was gathered when he died, notwichſtand- 
ing his Profeſſion, to the Place that Pharaoh and 
his Hoſt were gathered to, who were drowned 


in the Red. Sen; theſe were his People, and he 


him ninety Years old and mne, Gen. 17. 24, 25; 
Ft . "ne — : 2 | 
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63 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
26. The next Year 7aac was born, fo that - 
mael was now fourteen Years of Age: Now 
when Jaac was weaned, (ſuppoſe he fack'd four 
Years) by that Account, the Day of Grace muſt 
be ended with Iſhmael, by tha: Tims he was cigh- 
teen Nears old, Gen 25 12. Oc. For that Day 
he mocked, that Day it was ſaid, caſt him out; 
and of that caſting out the Apoſtle makes what 
I bave ſaid. Beware ye young barren Profeſ- 
fors. Now Ihmael lived an hundred and nineteen 
Years after this, in great Tranquillity and Ho- 
nour with Men; after this he alſo begat Twelve 


Princes, even after this Day of Grace was paſt. 


Thirdly, J ſhall inſtance Eſau, Gen. 25 27. 


Sc. Eſau alſo was a Profeſſor, he was born un- 


to 1ſaac, and circumciſed according to the Cuſ- 
tom: But Eſau was a gameſom Profeſſor, an 
Huntſman, a Man of che Field; alſo he was 


- wedded to his Luſts, which he did alfo venture 


to keep, rather than the Birth-right. Well, 
upon a Day when he came from hunting, and 
was faint: he ſold his Birth-right to Jacob his 


Brother: Now the Birth-right, in thoſe Days, 


had the Promiſe and Bleſſing annexed to it. Yea, 
they were ſo entailed in this, that the one could 
not go without the other ; wherefore the Apo- 
ſtle's Caution is here of Weight, Heb 12. 16, 
17. Take hced (ſaith he) leſ there be among you 4 
Fornicator, or profane Perſon as Eſau, who, for one 
Morſel of Meat, fold his Birth. right: For ye know 
hom that aſtcrwards, when he would have inherited 


Re- 


the Bleſſing, le was rejected; for he fund na. Place of 


" The Barren Fig. Tree. 69 
Repentance, the he ſought. it carefully with Tears. 
Now the ending of E{au's Day of Grace is to 


| be” reckoned from this ſelling of his Birth- 


right: For there the Apoſtle points it, . left 
there be among you any, that like Eſau, ſells his 
Birth-right ;- for then goes hence the Bleſſing 
alſo... ; | . 


But Eſau ſold his Birth-right long before his 


Death. Twenty Years after this, Jacob was with 
Laban, (Gen. 3 1. 41. & 32. 6.) and when he 


returned home, his Brother Eſau met him. Fur- 
* ſome 


ther, after this when Jacob dwelt 
Time with his Father, then Jacob and Eſau bu- 
ried him. I ſuppoſe (Gen. 3 5. 28, 29.) he might 


live above forry, yea, for ought I know, above - 


four-ſcore Years after he had fold his Birth-right, 
and ſo conſequently had put himſelf out of the 
Grace of Gon. 1 

Three Things I would further note upon theſe 
three Profeſſors. I. | 0 


1ſt, Cain an angry Profeſſor, Ihnael a moch. 
ſtful ) gamefom one : Three Symp- 
For he that can be 


ing: one, Eſau alu 
toms of a barren Profeſſor. 
angry, and that can mock, and that can indulge 
his Laſts; cannot bring forth Fruit to Gop. 
24%, The Day of Grace ended with theſe 
Profeſſors at that Time when they committed 
ſome grievous Sin; as Cain, when he kill'd 
his Brother; Jbmwel, when he mock'd-at_ Iſaac, 


& And Eſau, when, out of Love to his Luſts, 

he deſpiſed, and ſold his Birth-right.. Beware, 
Barren Profeſſor, Thou mayeſt do that in half a. 1 
CE; 8 : 9285 . quarter 75 q Fl 
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70 The Barren Rg ee. 

quarter of an Hour, feem the Evil of which thouſp 

. wnayeſt not be delivered for ever and ever. LES * 
3a, Yetitheſe three after their Day of Grace] 


* 
8 . 


was over, liv'd better Lives as to outward Thing 
than ever they did before. Cain after this, was 

Lord of a City, Gen. 4. 17. Jungel was, afte 

this, Father of twelve Princes, Gen. 15. 16. andpr 
#- "Eſau, after this, told his Brother, I have enough 

m Brother, keep that thou haſt to thyſelf, Chap. 3 3 
} 8, 9. Eaſe, and Peace, and a proſperous Lifqre 
in Outwards, are no Sign of the Favour ofhi 
Boy to a barren and fruitleſs Profeſſor; but ra pn 
ther of his Wrath, that thereby he may be ca fr 
pable to treaſure up more Wrath, againſt thq{ r 
Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the riglnecus Jadg Ha 
nent of GOD. | E ess 
Let this much ſerve for the Proof of the firſſii 
Propoſition, namely, That the Day of Grace 
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ends with zome Men, before Gop takes thenſfli 
ä I: our of this World.“... e 
Nov then to ſhew you, by ſome Signs, hoy nd 


vou may know that the Day of Grace is ended in 
Or near to ending with the Barren Profeſſor Pe) 
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; 12 And, after that, thou ſhalt cut it down. | 85 
= 12 He that hath ſtood ir out againſt GODITar 
hl : and withſtood all thoſt Means for Fruit, . tha". 


GOD uſed for the making of him (if it might}. *- 
habe been) a fruitful Tree in his Garden, is i. 

this Danger; and this indeed is the Sum of th olf 
Parable. The Fig- Tree here mentioned, u 
bleſſed with the Application of Means, has" 
Time allowed it to receive the 1 ner 
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orf 


rc 2 
uingy 


was 
afte Bot a little diſtinctly to particularize in jan 
- andþr five Particulars. 
zough iſt Sign, The Day of Grace 1 1S like to be pa 
). 33 hen a Prefeſſor hath withſtood, abuſed, —_ 
Lite orn out Gop's Patience; then he is in Danger, 
ur ofthis is a Proyocation then God cries, cut ix 
it ra low There aredome Men that ſteal into | 
e ca Profeſſion, u Bay kms how ; even as this Fig. + 
& three was b t into the Viney ard, by other 
8 Nac ands than Govp's;: and there t ey abide life- 
ſs, graceleſs, careleſs, and without any good Con- 
le fir enge to GOD at all. Perhaps they came in for 
Grace Loaves, for a Trade, for Credit, for 3 


; the 
\ bowl 


es 


teſſor 


; ecks, and grinding Pangs of an e 
nd diſquieted Conſcience. Now having ob- 
ined their Purpoſe, ite the Sixmers of Ni 
ey are at Eaſe, and ſecure; ſaying, like 4; 
am. 15. 3 2. Surely the Bitttiſs of Bes this . 
GObDlam well, * ſhall be faved, and go to Heaven; 
it, th hus in theſe vain Conceits it ende 4. Year, two: 
- migh three; not remembring that at every Seaſoi 
n, 3nd Grice, and at every Opportunity of the 
Wy t oſpel, the LonD comes ſeeking Frait, well, 
Juer, well, Barren Fig-Iree, this is but a coarſe 


he ha 


namen eres 1a aith GOD? What a Fig - Tree 0 1: 


The Den E a 2 yr 1 
t it outſtood, withſtood, overſtood, a Mt -* 
that the Husband-man or the Vine-dreſſer 2 4 


Signs of being 92 Grace, 75 *; #7 "op 
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lind; or it may be to ſtifle and choak the I 


pmnnng: Gop comes for Fruit. What have © 


* 7 
s 1 | 
0 


7.2 


* 
o 


4 


The Buyren Fig-Tree. 
that hath ſtood this Year in my Vineyard, and 
brought me forth no Fruit? I will cry unto him, 
Profeſſor, Barren Fig-Tree, be fruitful : IJ look for 
Fruit, I expect Fruit, I muſt have Fruit, there- 
fore bethink thyſelf, At theſe the Profeſſor 
pauſes; but theſe are Words, not Blows, there- 
tore off goes this Conſideration from the Heart. 
When GOD comes the next Year, he finds him 
ſtill as he was, a barren, fruitleſs Cymber-groma. 
And now again he complains, here are 7wo 
Nars gone, and no Fruit appears: Well, I will 
defer mine Anger for my Name-ſake: 1/aj. 48. 
9. Iwill defer mine Anger for my Praiſe, I will re- 
Train from thee, that I cut thee not off (as yet.) I 
will wait, I will yet wait to be gracious. But 
this helps not, this hath not the leaſt Influence 
upon the Barren Fig- Tree; 7b, faith he, here 
is no Threatning: GOD is merciful, he will 
defer his Anger, Tſai. 30. 18. He waits to be 
gracious: I am not yet afraid. O how do un- 
godly Men that crept unawares into the Vine- 


yard, turn the Grace of our GOD into Laſciviouſueſt N 


Well, he comes the third Year for Fruir, as he 
did before, but ſtill he finds but a harren Fig-Tree 
No. Fruit: Now he cries out again, O rh Dr: 
hath flood theſe three Years in my Vineyard 
and hath at every Seaſon diſappointed my Ex 
pectation, for I have look'd for Fruit in vain 


wait on this Fig-Tree no longer. 


In 
ans 
8 W 
ſer of my Vineyard, come hither, here's a Fig-7i! = 
G. 
are 7; 
Cut it down, my Patience is worn out, 1 /2vo 
any 
2. Any! 
| Ser 


The nere Die-Tres, = 775 
2. And now he begins to Take the Fig. Tree 


im, rich his Threatn fetch out the 2x No- 
for the A is Death, „ N therefore is called for; 
vo Death, come ſallte me this Fig- Tree And 
» 0. withall the Lord ſhakes this Sinner, and whirls 
2 im upon a Sick bed, ſaying; uke im Death, 
him e bath abuſed my Patience and Forbearance, 
and. Not remembring that it ſhould 'haye led him to 
Two Nepentance, and to the 17 ruits thereof. - Death, 
il ſerch away this Tig-tree to the Fre, fetch this 
as Barren Profeſſor to Hell. At tliis, Death comes 
ve. ich grim looks into the Chamber; Lea and 
ö I Hell follows with him to the Bed. f ide, and 
But Poth flare this Profeſſfor in the Face, yea begins 
Le olay Hands upon him; one ſmitting him with 
here eins in his Body, with Head. ach, cart-ach 
will Pack-ach, Shortneſs of Breath, Faintig 
o be als, m of Joints, Stopping at the 
un-. Theſt, and almoſt I the Symptoms of a Man 
vine Niſt a 5 Now while Death is thus 


1c: rmenting the Bod » Hell is doing with che 
4 | lind ant Conſcience, ſtriking wert wich 5 
ans, calting Sparks of Fire inthither, wound. 
g with Sor rows and Fears of everlaſting Dams 
ation is poor Creature: And 
725 he 1 77 to beth ink himſelf, and to cry 
Ex 0D for Merc LORD, ſpare ORD, 
3 Te me. Nay, 3 4 Goo, jou Fate 5 
ſſaorocation fo me theſe thre e Tears. Hoy 
Iny Times have you difippointed me? How 
Any Seaſons have you Ipent in vain? How ma 
| ermons amd oth Merci did I of my Pa-. 
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by chat Time he hath put one his Clothes, 


94 The Barren Fig- Tree. 
- Take him Death. O good LORD, faith the Si 


fore (and all this Talk is while Death Ran hy 


I will never be ſo bad again, I will be bett 
lone for this Ine: I will try him a While lon 


ful, praiſes GoD, and fawns upon him; ſhe 


the Yard or Shop, and there ſees how all Thit 
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tience afford you? But to no Purpoſe at all fu 
ner, ſpare me but this ance; raiſe me but: hy 
once. Indeed I have been a barren Profeſſol 27 
and have ſtood to no Purpoſe at all in thy Vin 
ard: But ſpare! O ſpare this ove Time, I bi 5 
eech thee, and I will be better. Away, aw: 8 
you will not; I have tried you theſe three Te 
already, you are naught; if I ſhquld recgvi 


you again, you would be as bad as you was b las 


by.) The Sinner cries again, good Lo RD, ty 
me this once, let me get up again this once, an. ? 
ſee if I do not mend. But will you promiſe rf, * 
to mend? Yes, indeed, Loxp, and yow it tc 


n 
Well, faith Gop, Death, let this Profeſſor Fo 
er, he hath promiſed, he hath vowed, that ta 
will amend his Ways; it may be he will miſf“ ) 
to keep his Promiſes, Vows are ſolemn Thin; Ft 

it may be he may fear to break his Vows, Alf 1 
from off thy Bed. And rw GOD lays down Ie, 


Ax. At this the poor Creature is very tha + 


as if he did it heartily, and calls to others}: 
thank Him too, he therefore riſeth, as 
would think, to be a new Creature indeed. ith 


come down from his Bed, and ventured in 


* 


are gone to Sixes and Seveys, he begins Fl a 


Dye Barren Flg-Tree: 5 
alll cmd Thoughts, and ſays to his Folks, What 
Silhave you all been doing? How are all Things 
out of Order? I am I cannot tell what behind 
ſlo Hand; one may ſee if a Man be but a little a 
Il] to-fide, that you have nether Wiſdom nor Pru. 
L bY dence. to order Things. And now, inſtead of 
WH ſeeking to ſpend the Reſt of his Time to Gov, - 
Tea ye doubleth his Diligence after this World: A- 
las! all muſt not be loſt, we mu? have provident .. 
s bicare. And thus quite forgetting the Sorrows 
tanlf Death, the Pains of Hell, the Promiſes and 
>, Vows which he made ro Gov to be better; Be- 
„ Acauſe Judgment was not (now) ſpeedily executed, 


. 


le therefore the Heart of this poor Creature 75 fully ſet is 


It %% to do Evil. . 


bett 3. Theſe Things proving ĩneffectual, GO $5 
flor akhes Hold of his Ax again, ſends Death to a Wife, : 


long a Child, to his Cattle, (ar young Men have 
hat Hain, and taken away your 1 Amos 4. 95 
Inf.) I will blaſt him, crofs him, diſappoint 
hing jim, and caſt him down; and will ſet myſelf 

Ngainſt him, in al that he putteth his Hand unis. 


Al 


own t this the poor barren Profeſſor cries out again, | 

tha.oxn, I haye finned, ſpate me once more, 

n 25 eſeech thee. O take not away the Deſire «& 
5 


ine Byes; ſpare my Children, bleſs me in my 


uch Gop, you lied to me laſt Time, I will 
ſt you in this no longer; and withal, tum- 
Jes the Wife, the Child, the Eſtate, into a 

rave. And then returns to his Place, till this 
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abours, and I will mend and be þetter! No, 


De Barren Fig-Tree. _ _ 
Profeſſor more unfeignedly acknowledge hs 
— f «Ä h ĩ˙ʃ 
At this the poor Creature is afflictechand di- 
ſtreſs'd, rends his Clothes, and begiß 0 call 
the Breaking of his Promiſe and Vows t Miud; 
he mourns and prays, , and lite Aal, g While 
walks ſoftly, at the Remembrance of the Jaſkneſs of 
the Hand of Gop upon him. And now he re- 
news his Promiſes, Lo kp, try me i one Nme 
more, take off thy Hand and ſee ; They go far that 


never turn. Well, Gop ſpareth him again, ſers | 
down the Ax again: Many Times he did deliver : 
them, but they provoked him with their Counſels, aud 
were brought low for their Iniquities, Pſal. 166. 43. ; 
Now they ſeem to be thankful again, and are f 


= as if they were reſolved to be godly indeed. o 
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* The Barren Hg Tre. 
of the Trees.) Beſides, this Miniſtry doth nok 
only ſearch the Heart but preſents the Sinner 
with the Golden Rays of the glorious Goſpel: _j 
Now is CHRIST FESUS ſer forth evidently, ©» 
nom is Grace diſplayed ſweetly ; now, now are 
te Promiſes broken like Boxes of Ointment to the "MM 
perfuming of the whole Room. Bur, alas! thera 
is yet no Fruit on this Fig-Tree, While his Heart | 
is ſearching, he wrangles; while the glorious 
Grace of the Goſpel is unvailing, this Proſeſ- 

for wags and is wanton, ' gathers up ſome jeraps 
thereof, taſtes the good Word of God, and the Power, of the 
Horld to come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks in the Rain chax 
comes oft upon him, Ver. 7. But bringeth not fort 
Fruit meet for him whoſe Goſpel it is: Ver, G. e 
no Heed to walk in the Law of the- LO RH GO. © 4 } 


of Ifracl with all his Heart, 2 Kings 10. 43: bas” 
counts that the Glory of the Goſpel-conh K n 


Talk and Skew, and that our Obedience 4 
to is a Matter of Speculation; that good Terks 1 


ly in good Hurd; and if they can fneh HRK, "8 
they think they bravely pleaſe Gop: They a 
think the Kingdom of Gop conſiſts onty in = 
Word, not in Power; and thus proves ineflec 
tual this fourth Means alſo. © © Rel 
5. Well, now the Ax begins to be heave nl 
higher, for now indeed Gop is ready to ſing 
the Sinner; yet before he will ſtrike the Streak, | 
he will try one Way more at the laſt, and 1 lt 
that miſſeth, down gocs the Fig-Thee;, Now this © 3h 
laſt Way, is to tug and ftrive with this Profeſor 
by his Spirit. Wherefore the Spirit of the” 
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Dye Zarren Fig-Tree. J 

Lon is now, come to him, but not always to 

Frive with Man, Gen. 6. 8. Yet for ſome while 

he will ſtrive with him, he will awaken, he 

will convince, he will call to Remembarance 

former Sins, former Judgments, the Breach of 

former Vows and Promiſes, the miſpending of | 

former Days; he will alſo preſent perfwaſtve ] 

L  Argumens, encouraging Promiſes, dreadful f 
t 
n 


Jadgments, the Shortneſs of Time to repent in, 
nnd that there is Hope if he come. Further 
he will ſhew him the Certainty of Death, and 7 
Jnadgment to come; yea, he will pull and ſtrive 7 
= with this Sinner. But, behold, the Miſchief 8, 

nov lies here, here is tugging and ſtriving on 
both Sides. The Sp/ris. convinces, Man turns a di 
deaf Ear toGop: The Spirit faith, Receive my he 
-InftruEtion and live; but the Man pulls away he 
his Shoulder: The Spirit ſhews him whether he to 
is gomg, but the un cloſeth his Eyes againſt W m: 
it; the Spirit offereth Violence, the Man ſtrives W Tt 
and reſiſts: They have done Deſpite unto the Spirit W 
of Grate,” Heb. 10. 29, The Spirit parlieth a ſe- hat 
con 7imc, and urgeth Reaſons of a new Nature ; WW haf 
but the Sinner anſwers, Ne, I have loved Stran- But 
gers, and after them wide. At this Gop's Fu- Ey. 
comes up into his Face now te comes out hat 
bis Holy Place, and is terrible: Now, He give 
"Tweareth in his Wrath, they ſhall xever enter inte his tho 
Ref: 1 exerciſed towards you my Patience, and I Ter 
Mote you in your Perſon, Relations and Eftare, WT ken 
bee nor turn. unte me, faith the f l, 
Lob. N Filth ineſi is Lewaneſi; becauſe N SUS 
= RR | Purge | 


7 
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T 
e 
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moſt (if not quite) paſt Grace, is, When Go g 


to Iaols, let him alone, Hof. 4. 17. 144 be to them when 


and will mack when their Fear cometh, Prov. 24.28. 


the Knowledge of our LOR D'and SAVIOUR: TE 
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Dae Barren Fg Tree. 
purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, than ſhalt t 
be purged from thy Filthincſs any more, till I cauſe my v1 
Fury to reſt upon thee, Ezek. 24 13. Cut it down; 
Why cumbereth it the Grand? OG 

| The ſecond Sign, that ſuch a Profeſſor is al- 
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hath given him over, or lets him alone, and u 


fers him to do any Thing, and that without Cone, 
trole, helpeth him not either in Works of Holi- 
neſs, or inStraits and Difficulty. Ephraim 7s joined 
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I depart from them. 1 will laugh at their Calamities, 
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Barren Fig-Tree, Thou haſt heretofore been 
digged about and dunged, Gop's Mattock hath 
heretofore been at thy Roots, Goſpel- dung hath 
heretofore been applied to thee; thou haſt here- 
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tofore been ſtrove with, convinced, awakened, 


made to taſte and ſee, and cry, O the Bleſſedneſs ! * | 
Thou haſt heretofore been met with under the | 1 
Word; thy Heart hath melted, thy Spiir 
hath fallen, thy Soul hath trembled, and hon pl 

haſt felt ſomething of the Power of theGoſpel. - a 
Bur thou haſt ſinned, thou haſt provoked the” 
Eyes of his Glory, thy Iniquity is found to be F | 9 
hatefal ; and now perhaps Gop hath left her? 8 
given thee up, and lets thee alone.  Herewtores "ei 
thou waſt tender, thy Conſcience ſtartledarthe” - 
Temptation to Wickedneſs, for thou Wert ta- ay 
ken off from the Pollutions of the Warld, iges 
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" © The Barren Nen . 
very Vomit that once t 


on wert turned 


_ 7 from, now thou lappeſt up (with the Dog in 


the Proverb) again, and that very Mire that 


opce thou ſeemeſt to be waſhed from, thou 


now art tumbling in afreſh. But to particula- 
rize, there are three Signs of a Man's being gi- 
ven over of GOD. | 

1. When he is let alone in Sinning, when 
the Rems of his Luſts are looſed, and he given 
up to them, Aid even as they did not like to re- 


tain GOD in their Knowledge, GOD gave them over 


#0 u reprobate Mind, te o thoſe Things which are not 
renvemient; being filled with all Unrighteouſneſ:, Rom. 


1 28, 29. Seeſt thou a Man that heretofore 


had the Knowledge of Gop, and ſome Aw of 
Majeſty upon him? I fay, Seeſt thou ſuch an 
one,” ſportivg himſelf in his own Deceivings, 
Ron. 1. 30, 31. Turning the Grace of our God 
into Laciviouſneſs. and walking after his own 


1 ungodly Luſts? His Judgment now of a long 
Time 


ingereth not, and his Damnation ſlumber- 
erp wot, 2 Pet. 2. 13. Doft thou kear, barren 
Frofeſſor? It is aftoniſhing to ſee, how theſe 


hat once ſeemed Sons of the Morning, and 


were making Preparations for eternal Life, now 
at laſt (for the Rortenneſs of their Hearts, by 
the judgment of Gop) permitted, being paſt 
feeling to give themſelves over unto Laciviouſ- 
neſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſ, 
Eh. 4. 18, 19. A great Number of ſuch were 
in the firſt Goſpel-days: againſt whom Peter, 
and Jude, and Jam pronounced the heavy Judg- 


ment 
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ment of Gop. Peter and Jude couple them with 
the fallen Angels, 2 Pet. 4.3, 4, 5, 6, 7. And 
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- The Barren Fig-Tree. 


j 


Prayer is forbid to be made for them, becauſe 


that is happened to them that happened to the 


Angels that fell, Jude v 6. Io for forſaling their | ö 


frſt State, and leaving their own Habitation, are re- 


ſer ved in Chains under everlaſiing Darkneſs, unto the WW 


Judgment of the great Day. 
1. Thele are beyond all Mercy. 2. They 

are beyond all Promiſes. . 3. Beyond all Hopes 

of Repentance. 4. They have no Interceſſor, now. 


2 - . r.. 1 
any more Share in a Sacrifice for Sin. 5. There: WM 


ins 1 - > 
remains nothing but a fearful Looking for of 2 
E Wherefore, 6. They are the true 
"ugitives and Vagabonds, that being left of 


78 11 7 
Gop, of CHRIST, of Grace, and of the Pro- 3 / bf 
miſe, and being beyond all Hope, wander and 


ſtaggar to and fro, even as the Devil their A. 9 
ſociate, until their Time ſhall come to die, or | 
until they deſcend into Battle and Periſh. Fi 
2. Wherefore they ler alone in hearing: I = 
theſe at any Time come under the Word, there. © | 
is for them 20 Gop, no Favonr of the Means of  * 
Grace, no Stirrings of Heart, 0 Pity for them 
ſelves, »o Love for their own Salvation. Let 
them lock on this Hand or that, there they fee 
ſuch Effects of the Word in others as produce 
Sigus of Repentance, and Love to Gon and his 
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Cnr18T, Theſe Men only have their Backs bowed 


; 
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f l 
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k 
if 
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down alway, Rom. 11. 10 Theſe Men only 


have the Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould not 
| ſee, and Zar, that they ſhould Not Hear to this very ih 
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The Barren Figalree. 


Pay. Wherefore as they Þo to the Place f 


the Holy; Sa they come from the Place of the Holy, 
and ne? forgotten ii the Places where they fo did, 
Eccl.-8. fe. Only they reap this Damage, 


; They treaſure | up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, © 
nud Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of G O D, 
Moms. 3, 4,5 


. Look to it, Barren Profeſſor. 
3. If he be viſited after the common Way of 


Mankind, either with Sickneſs, Diftreſs, or a- 
ny Kind of Calamity, ſtill no Gop appears, no 
wy Tfanctiftying Hand of Gop, no ſpecial Mercy is 
mix'd with the Affliction. 


But he falls ſick, 
and grows well: like the Beaft ; or is under Di- 
ſtreſs as Saul, who, when he was engaged by the 


Wo P/iliftines, was forſaken and left of Gop ; Sam. 
28. 4, 5,6. Aud the Philiſtines gathered themfelves 


Jogether, md came and pitched in Shunem ; and Saul 
gathered all Iſrael together, and they came and pitch- 
ed at Gilloa: And when Saul ſaw the Hoſt of the 
Philiſiines, he was afraid, and his Heart greatly 
rrembled. Ana when Saul enquired of the LOR DP, 


the LOR D anſwered him no more, neither by Dream, 
' wor by Urim, nor by Prophets. The Lord an- 


ſwered him ro more, he had done with him, caſt 
him off, and rejected him, and left him to fland 
and fall with his Sins by himſelf. - But of this 
more in the Concluſion, therefore I here forbear. 
4. Theſe Men may go whether they will, do 
what they will; they may range from Opinion 
to Opinion, from Notion to Notion, from Sec 


10 Sec, bur are ſtedfaſt no where, they are left 


* * 
Af 


10 their on Uncertainties; they have not 
| Grace 


nds, BY £©. _ A+ 1 


and Vagabonds in the Earth, to wander every- 


of them have boaſted themſelves of this Liber- 


where, but to abide no-where, until they ſhall 


. ſelves. 


pm * 


he Barren Fg De i 
Grace to eſtabliſh their Hearts; and rho* ſome 
ty, yet Jude calls them wandring Stars, to whom . 
is reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs, for ever, Ver. 
13. They are left, as I ſaid to be Fugitives 


— 


deſcend to their own Place, - (Act 1. 5.) with Cain 
and Judas, Men of the ſame. Fate with them 


A third. Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite - 
paſt Grace, is, when his Heart is grown ſo hard 
ſo ſtony, and impenetrable, that nothing wall 


pierce it. Barren Fig. Irce, Doſt thou conſider ? "A. 
hard and impenitent Heart is the Curſe of Goo. 


A Heart that cannot repent, 1s inſtead of all 
Plagues at once; And hence it is that Goo ſaid» 
of Pharaoh, Exod 9. 14. when he ſpake of de-. 
livering him up in the Greatneſs of his Anger, 
1 will at this Time [end all wy Plagues upou thy: 
Heart. 3 5 e 
To ſome Men that have grievouſly ſinnec 
under a Profeſſion of the Goſpel, Gop giveth. 
this Zn of his Diſpleaſure, they are denied 
the Power of Repentance, their Heart is bound, 
they cannot repent: It is impoſſible that they 


ſhould repent, ſhould they live ' a thauſand-” Wl 


Years; E is impoſſible for theſe Fall-aways to he re- 
newed again unto Repentante, ſeeing they craciſ to. 
them ſelves the Son of G O h afreſb, aud put him to 


open Shane, Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. Now: to have the WA, 
Heart ſo haxdned, ſo judicially hardned, is as.a-» Wn 
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5 The Barren Fig-Tree. 
Bar put in by Gap againſt the Salvation of this 
Sinner. This was the Burden of Spira's Com- 
plaint, 7 cannot do it, O nom I cannot do it. 
This Man ſees what he hath done, what | 
mould help him, and what will become of him, 
;yet he cannot repent; he pulled away his Shoul- 
deer before, he ſtopp'd his Ears before, he ſuut 


op „ before, and in that very Poſture 
eo ſeft him, aud fo he ſtands to this very - | 


1 Day. I have fancied that Lor's Wife, when 
turned into a Pillar of Salt, (Gn. 19 26.) ſtood 
mt looking over her Shoulder, orelſe with her 

ace towards Sodom; as the 3 caught 
her, ſo it bound her, and left her x Monument 
of God's Anger toafter-Generations. _ 
Wee read of ſome that are ſeared with an hot 
on, and that are paſt Feeling; for ſo ſcared 

Perſons in ſeared Parts are. Their Conſcience 

F ſeared, 1 In 4. 2. The Conſcience is the 
Thing that muſt be touched with Feeling, Fear 
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nad Remorſe, if ever any Good be done with 

_ the Sinner. How then can any Good be done 
. 0 thoſe whoſe Conſcience. is worſe than that, 
at faſt a- ſſeep in Sin? Eph. 4. 19. For that 
= Conſcience that is faſt a-fleep.may yet be effec- 
tually awakened and faved; but that Con- 
ſeience that is ſeared, dried, as it were, into a 
Linder, can never have any Senſe, Feeling, or 
we leaſt Regrate in this World Barren Fig- 
—_ Trcc, hearken, janicial Harauing is dreaaful. 
There is a Difference betwixt that Hardneſs of 
Heart that is incident to all Men, and 3 
| 8 AN , which 


——— 


- The Barn, B Fig-Thet. PITT '$: "I 


which comes upon ſome-as a ſignal or ſpecial 


1 e e of Gop; arid altho” all Kind : 


ardneſs of Heart, in ſome Senſe, may be cal» 
led a Judgment, yet to be hardned with this. | 


ſecond Kind, is a Judgment peculiar only to 1 


mem that periſn; an Hardneſs that is ſent as a 

Puniſhment, 7p the 85. of Light received, far 42 
Reward of Apoſtacy. 

This jadicial Hardneſs is diſcovered 1 
that which is incident to all Men, in theſe Pars, 
ticulars: - | 

t. It is an Hardneſs coming after Gm great 
Light received! Becauſe of ſome great Sin 
committed againſt the Light, and the Grace 
that gave it. Such Hardneſs as Phardab had, af« 


ter the LoRD had wrought wonderfully . 


him; ſuch Haraneſs as the Gœmiles had, an Hand- 
weſs that darkned the Heart, an Hardneſs which 
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made the ir Minds reprobate. This Hardneſs is al. [| 


ſo the ſame with that the Hebrews are cautioned 
to beware of (Heb. 3 7. &.] an Hardneſs that 
is cauſed by Unbelicf, and Departing from che 
living Gop; an Hardneſs compleated through the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin; ſuch as that in the Pro». 
vocation, of whom Gop ſware, that they 
ſhould not enter into his Reſt. Twas mis 
Kind of Hardneſs alſo that both Cain, Iunaei and 
Bau were hardned with after they had commits. 
ted their great Trauſgreſſions. 
2. It is the greateſt Kind of Horduefs, and 

ene it is ſaid to be harder than a Rock, Jer. 3, 

or n LO V5 13. th bt 


_ 


9 1 * g 


8636 The Barren Fig. Tree. 
a than a Flint: So hard that nothing can 
enter. . 2 2 h : 
3. It is an Hardneſs given in much Anger, and 
that to bind the Soul up. in an Impoſſibility ef 
Oo. / nn 5 
4. It is an Hardneſs therefore that is incurable, 
of which a Man muſt die and be damned. Bar- 
ren Profeſſor, hearken to this © 5 5 - 
+ A fourth Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite paſt 
_—_ Grace, is, When he fortifies his hard Heart a- ! 
gainſt the Tenor of Gop's Word, Job 9. 4. t 
218 . This is called hardnmg themſelves againſt f. 
__ GOD, and turning of the Spiri? againſt him As -I 
cus, when after a Profeſſion of Faith in the E 
.Loxp JEsus, andof the Doctrine that is according n 
to Godlineſs, they ſhall embolden themſelves is 
= in Courſes of Sin, by promiſing themſelves that ar 
=. they ſhall have Life and Salvation notwith- pl 
_—_ . ftanding. Barren Profeſſor, hearken to this. This 
Man is called, (Deut. 29, 18) A Root that bear- ro- 
_ et} Gall and Wormmood, or a poi ſonſal Herb ; ſuch an . 
one is abon;inated of Gop, yea the Abhorred of I þe 
bis Soul: For this Man faith, Ver, 19. Iba /. 
WW have Peace, though I walk in the Imagination or Stab- An 
ane of 1y Heart, to and Drunkenneſs to-Thirft : ¶ Tor 
Een Opinion flat againſt the whole Word of F 25, 
Soo, yea againſt the very Nature of Gop him- 7 
beit Wherctore he adds, Deut. 19. 20. Then Spir 
3 the Anger of the LORD, and his Jealoufie, ſhall Thon 
418 | fmoak againſt that Man; and all the Carſes that are ann 
witten in God's Book ſhall lie upon him, and God. fbal| 
ET blot ouf tis Name from under Heaven, 1 
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ye Barren Fg. Tree. 5. 
ly deſtroyed ; Verſ. 2 f. The Lord ſball ſeparate har 
Man unto Evil, our of all the Tribes of Iſrael, accor- 5 


ding to all the Curſes of the Covenant. 


He. ſhall ſeparate him unte Evil; He ſhalt give 
him up, he ſhall leave him to his Heart; he ſhalk - 
ſeparate him to that, or thoſe that will aſſured- 
ly be too hard for him. ales EEE 

Now e e is effected when Gop 
a Man up unto Satan, and given Sa- 
tan Leave, without fail, to compleat his De- 
ſtruction. I fay, when Gop has given Satan 


Leave effectually to compleat his Deftruftion » 
For all that are delivered up unto Satan, have - 


not, nor do not come to this End But chat 


is the Man, whom Gop ſhall ſeparate to Evil, js 
and ſhall leave in the Hands of Satan, to com» 


pleat, without fail, his Deſtruction. 


Thus he ſerved Ahab, a Man that fold himſelf 7 : | i ; 


to work Wickeaneſs in God's Sight, 1 Kings 21. 25. 


And the Lord ſaid, Who. ſhall perfwade Achab, that © | BYE 
he may go up, and fall at Ramath-Gilead? And n 17 


ſaid on this Maner, and another ſaid on that Manner » 


Aud there came forth a Spirit, and flood befave the” = | JT 
Lord, and ſaid, I will perſwade him, 1 Kings 22 n 


20, 21, 22. And the Lord ſaid unto him, Here 
with? and he ſaid, I will go forth; aud be a hing 
Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets. Aud he ſaid; © 


Thus ſhals perfwade him, and prevail al; go fore, Wl 


ond do ſo. Thou ſhalt perfwade him and pre- 


{vail ; do thy Will, I leave him in thy Hand ; 
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Go: forth, ind a fo. 
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Vea, that Man ſhall not fall to be effe@tual- WM 
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e Barren Fig-Tree. 


much concerns himſel 


410 {  thathe ſhall be ſate, and yet to be more wicked 
wan in former Days: This Man's Soul abhors 


— Wherefore in theſe Judgmeny, the Lon 


l | I | b ſend them firmg Deluſions that they ſhould believe a 


Lie, that- they all might be danmed, who belive not 


/ 
b 
the Truth, but had Pleaſure in coats ahh Gon 7 


Mall fend them.] Ir is a great Word: Yea, 


Gop ſhall ſend them ſtrung Delaſions ; Deluſions that I 9% 


Mall do, that ſhall make chem believe a Lie. 


7 Why fo ? That they all might be damned, every one 


of them, whe believed mt the Truth, out had Pleaſure 
i Unrighttoufneſs, 2 Thell. 5. 1, 11, 12. 


herr is 8 more provoking to the De 


Loks, than for a Man to promiſe,” when Gop 


threatneth.; for a Man to be Light of Conceit, I 


the Truth of Gop, no Marvel therefore if 
Gop's Soul abhors him: he has invented a 
Way contrary to Gop, to bring about his 3 
n . s 


— = 


_ The Samen 2 | 
Salvation; no Marvel, therefore, 
a Way to bring 
ing that theſe Rebels are at this Point, We 
ſhall have Peace; Gop will ſee 
ſhall ſtand : His or theirs. + © 
A fifth Sign of a Man being paſt Grace, is, 


 Whenhe ſhall at zhis ſcoff, and inwardly grim, ö MF 


and fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly purpole to 


continue his Courſe, and put all to rhe Venture, 
deſpiſing 


hom much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſpoll he be 
F-naght worthy, wko hath troden under Foot the Som of | 
GOD? Rec. Heb. 18. 88. 
| Wherefore againſt theſe Deſpiſers Gop bas 
er Himſelf, and foretold, That they ſhall gor 
believe but periſh. © Behold ye Deſpifes, wonder, 
ard perifh ; 7 I work a Work in your Days, which js 
ſhall. in no wiſe believe, thi” a Man declare it ute: 
z, Acts 13.41. 4 . 3 


After that thou ſhalt cut it d w. 
Thus far we have treated of the Barren N= 5 


Tree, . or fruitleſs Profeſſor, with ſome.Sipns to 
know him by; whereto are added alſo ſome 


gut of thoſe who neither will or can, by ati 
means, be fruitful, but muſt miſerabely periſh. + 


ſhall ſpeak a Word that alſo, After that tho © 
bait cut it down: CHRIST at laſt turns the Bare 


it Gos invent | 8 
about his Damnation. And ſee- 


whoſe Work 


the Meſſengers of the Lok bd, He | © 
that deſpiſed Moſes*s- Lam, died withous Mercy ; of {3 


| 
| 
| 


g 
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Now being come to the Time of Execution, ! 


en Fig-Tree over to the Juſtice of God, ſhakes 
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5 up 70 the 


1 is Hands of him, and gives him 
_ Fir: for his Unprofitableneſs. 4 


. b e i an 


* 


1 


} 


_ Two Things are to be conſidered. 
I. The Executioner, Thos, the great, the 
dreadful, the eternal God. Thefe Words 


Salvation comes, and by whom alone Ex- 
- I ecution hath been deferred, now 10 ja 
Sol, forbears to fpeaks one Syllable 
more for him, or to do the leaſt Act of 
Srace further, to try for his Recovery; 
bat delivers him up to that fearful Diſpen- 
_ ſation, i fa} into the Hands of the living God: 
Keb. . 33. 9 
—_—_ o. The | ſecond to be conſidered, is, The 
Juftrument” by which this Execation is done, and 
char is Death, compared here to an Ar; 
| and” foraſmuch as the Tree is not felled 
ait one Blow, therefore the Strokes are here 
—_—_ continued, till all the Blows be ftruck that 
eee requiſite for its falling: For now cutting 
—_— Tin, and cutting Work is come, cutting 
—_ muſt be his Portion, till he be cut down. 
Aer that thou ſhalt cut it down.) Death, I 
- Jay, is the Ax, that Gop often uſes, thero- 
with to take the Barren Fig-Tree out of the 


Br ind 


Vineyard, out of a Profeſſion, and alſs ont of Ft 
the World at once. But this & is now new. Igtve 


— 


of this Barren Fig- Tree. It hath been whetred” 
by Sin, by the Law, and by a formal Profel- 
fion, and therefore muſt, 41 will make deep 


Gaſhes, not only in the natural Lite, but in AF 


the Heart and Conſcience alſo of this Profeſ[- 
ſor: The Wages of Sin is Death, the Sting of Death 
is Sin, 1 Cor. Wherefore Death comes not 
to this Man as he doth to Sairlts, muzzled or 


without his Sting, but with open Mouth, in 


all his Tot” yea, he ſends his en ben. 
which is G 


| to devour his Strength,” and t 
bring hum to the King of Sv 18. 13, ok 

F But to give you, in a few rticulars, th be 0 
I Manner of this Man's dying 1 
5 1. Now he hath his fruitleſs Fruits — 


{: him round his Bed, together withal the Bands 

and Legions of his other Wickedneſs. I 
fe ¶ omn lui qui ties ſhall: take the Wicked himſelf, and "ag 
nd hall be falle in the Cords of his Sins,” Prov. 5 22. 
= 2. Now ſome terrible Diſcovery of Gop is 


jed made unto him, to the perplexing and territy= 


ere ing of his guilty Conſcience. GOD. ſhall ga . 


hat den him, and not Pars; and he  fhall be afraid of 


ting that which is high, Job. ,, 

ting . 3. The dark Entry he is to go thiro', will 
\wn. Ibe a fore Amazement unto him; F Fe, ſhalt 
be in the «Way, Eccl. 12. 5. yea, Fetrors will - 


who. 


e Barren Fig Tree... or Mi 
grind, it cometh well . 5 to the Roots - 3M 


* 


re- Inke Held on him, when he ſhall ſeg h 
the Yyawning Jaws of Death to gape upon him, and 
ont of Ithe Door of the Shadow of Death apen 0 
pew- Pre him Paſſage out of the Wau No r *l8t 


n Dang 8. 
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Wall T paG thro” this dark Entry into another 
* 
or by reaſon of Guilt, and a Shaking 


Nets: t. 28. 66, 67, and have no 
A urance of his Lite. 8 

5. Now alſo hn will come up quia him; 
be will come up like an armed Man: There is 
u terrible Army to bim that is graceleſs in 
_ Heart, and fruitleſs in Life. This amt will 
= continually cry in thine Ears, here is a new 


rit, De Fon of is Faith, Love and Repen- 
tance, the of Gop, and a good Conver- 


_ ey und wanting, Dan. 5. 27. 

_ | = ther with theſe, ſtand by the Com- 
r „ of Death, Death and Hell, th and 
_ ow Death and endleſs Torment in the e- 
_—_ 2 2 Flames of devouring Fire. Han 
1 come up unto the People, he will invade 
_ Sos with his Troops, Hab. 3, bs 
Bat how will this Man dic! Can his Heart 
now endure, or can kis Hands be feng! Exe k. 
. 

1. op, and a cru, and Pity have left 
| im: Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy, and 
—_— thc. Long-ſutteri * Gob, is come up 4 
_ gaindt h him; his pe and Confidence now 7 
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"The Barren . Tree, 22 25 


who will meet me in this dark Entry; bow 


4 
of — Cadeg his Life will hang in continual, 
* Doubt before him, and he ſhall be afraid Day and 


Birth wanting, a new Heart, and a new Spi- 


Fin, wanting ; Tha art weighed in the Balance, 


DB > © 5 


Pri Parren Fi re-Tree. 8 
hs by him, and his Conſcience turters and 
as continually within him. 

23. Death is at this Work, curing of him. 
a hewing both back and Heart, borh B 
dy and. Soul aſunder: The Man groaris, but 
Death hears him not; he looks ghaſtly, care-- 


trembles, bur Death matters ping, 
. Fearful Cogitations haunt him, Miſpivings 


Now he hath Time to think what the Lad of . 


is frighted. 


- would live tho' it were but the I 8 ol a bed-. 


down, {ways him, as the Feller of Wood: 


__ fways the tattering Trez* now this- Way; then hy I | 
2 that: At laſt a Root breaks, an Heart. tri „ 


Men a Ey e-ſtring ſnaps aſulder 


rought to nothing, how happy would i 1 


5 count itſelf? but it ſees chat it may not >] 
3 Wherefore. 1 it is put to a wonderful Strair; 


ſtay i in the 
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fully, dejedtedly ; he fiche, he 2 by 1 | 


direful Apprehenſions of God teri "fn w 2 I 


Heaven will be, and what the Torments of - 1 1 
Hell will be; now he looks no dies =_ he 4 


4. Now would he live, but m not; he 75 1 0 


rid Man, but moſt not. He * wy cuts him Wh 


wade I , 5 And now could the Soul be nation; = 


y it 8 not, go out of the Bo- 


sf dy it dares nor. Life is going, the Blood ſettles © 1 : 


in the Neſh; a, the Lungs being no more able 
to draw Breath thro* the Noſtrils, at laſt out 


mow 95 diately ſeized by Devils, who. lay larki 


goes the weary trembling Soul, who: 1s 3 1 


er Kale! in the eder for that — "Sag 1 
"BA 3 EN E // 


* 


84 The Barren FiexTree. 

' poſe; His Friends take care of the Body, wrap 

it up in the Sheerr or Coffin; but the Soul is out 

ot their Thought and Reach, going down to 
the Chambers of Death. . 1 
I bad thought to have enlarged, but I for 
bear: GOD, who teaches Man to profit, bleſ: 
this brief and plain Diſconrſe to thy Soul, wha 
yet ſtandeſt a Profeſſor in the Land of the Li] 
ving, among the Trees of his Garden. nd. 
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Unity 'of the SPIRIT: in The Bond 5 
of Pence. * s 
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Ty Ez ovey, - Religion is the 
OEM 5 of humane Society, and it were welt - 
2 it it ſelf were kept within the Bond 
. Unity; and that it may ſo be, let us, acgor- 
WM 1 to the Text, uſe our outmoſt Endeavours . 


[ic ws Unity of the SPIRIT in he . 
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+ Ar bo Pebortation LEN 
BY Theſe Words contain a Counſel and a Cau- 
tion; the Counſel is, 7hat we endeavour the Unity 
45 the Spirit the Caution is, That we do it inthe 
Bind of Peace: As if he fhould fay, I would 
have you live in Unity, but yer I * have 
- you to be careful, and that you do not pur- 
chaſe Unity with Breach of C arity. _ + 
Let us therefore be caution*d that we do 
not to preſs after Unity in Practice and O- 
pinion, as to break the Bond of . and 
-Aflection. | 


In che handling o theſe Words, I ſhall 
P08: Ge. hy . obſerve this Method. 
, I ſhall open the Senſe of "Pp Text. c 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew wherein this Unity and 2 
Peace conſiſt. 
- Thirdly, I hall few on the Fruits and Be- vi 
ts oß it, together with nine Inconveniencies I .* 
and Miſchiefs that attend thoſe Churches where 
Unity and Peace are wantin 
Furth, and laſtly, I hall g ive a-twelye 
5 and res for the « ob King 


FE 4 ts hing 922 Epos of the "Text: 
2, ve 857 . to keep. che U- 
ft Pen we are not to underſtand 

22 8 pirit of God, as perſonally ſo conſi- 
loved: becauſe: the Spirit of Gop in r 
Vente, is not capable of ep W 80 : 6; «1 


* * 


70 o Porre 704 B. "mn 
fo there Fol be no Need for us 10 endeavour? an 
q to keep the Unity of it. _ 
5 By the Unity of che Spirit chen, we ar to _ 
e BY wnderftand, that Unity of Mind which che md 
d Spirit of Gov calls for, and requires Chri- 
© fians to endeavour after; hence it is that 
r- BW we are exhorted, by one Spirit, with one Mind, 

ts Rrive together fer the Faith of the Goſpel, Phil. 
1 27. But further; The Apoſtle in theſe © 
„Words alludes to the State and Compoſition i 
nd of a natural Body, and thereby informs us, 
chat the myſtical Body of CurisT holds ax 
Analogy. with the natural Body of a Mag 4 
As, 


1. In the natural Body there muſt de a 8p 1. 
- fit o animate it, for che Body Without hie "WE 
Spirit is dead, James 2. 26. So it is in the e 
myſtical Body of Enis r; the Apoſtle ne 
ſooner tells us of chat one = but he minds = 
us of that one Spirit, 5%. 4 4. 5 "wy 
2. The Body hath Joints and Bands to unte 1 
all che Parts; Shih the myſtical Body “ 
„ Caxlsr, Cel. 2. 19. This is that Bond of Peace 8 
r mentioned in the Text, as alſo in the 
g e of the fame Chapter, where the ie 
- Body is faid to be fitly joined cg 
and 1 by that ih every fo it 8 
ppliet | 1 
5 The natural Body receives Counſef⸗ W 
ouriſhment from the Head; ſo doth. NN 28 3 18 
n of Cunisr, he is their Couns-P h 
Hor bim they mult hear; hence it is 
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ſome that did not hold the Head, from which 
the whole Body by Joints and Bands hath Nou- 
6. The natural Body cannot well ſubſiſt if 
either the Spirit be wounded, or the Joints 
broken or diſlocated; the Body cannot bear a 
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Body, and the breaking thereof, occaſioned 
the Expiration of the Spirit? In like Manner 


+ how do divided Spirits break. the Bonds of 


f Curisr wound the Spirit of Chriſtians, 
and oftentimes occaſion the Spirit and Life of 
- Chriſtianity to languiſh, if not to expire 
How needtul is it then that we endeavour 7e 
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demonſtrate in five Particulars. 
1. This Unity and Peace may conſiſt jn thi 


- of fome Errors; or elſe this rag Gy Peace and 


N 
9 


LI 


mn "an Exhortatlon © 


that the Apoſtle complaineth, Col. 2. 19. of 


1 


wounded or broken” Spirit: A broken Spirit Mieth 
the Bones, Prov. 17. 22. And 4 wounded Spirit who 
can bear? Prov. 18. 14. And on the other 
Hand, how often have the Disjointings of the 


it fares with the myftical Body of CuRIs v7, 


Peace, which arc the Joints of his Body ; And 
how do the Breakings of the Body and Church 


Unity of the Spirit in the Body of Peace. 


Secondly, I now come. to ſhew you wherei 
this Unity and Peace conſiſt, and this I ſhall 


ance of many Truths, and in the holding 


hi” OJ = Ss oo O£a as _ 


_ Po 


to Peace and Unity, © 


Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of © 
the Son of God, Eob. 4. 13. Becauſe -now 


we propheſy in Part, and now. we ſee the a” 
Glaſs darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. And as this is 
true in general, ſo we may find it true if 
deſcend to particular Inſtances; the Diſciples 


taught by their Maſter once and again, wv. 
That his Kingdom was not of this World; and that 

in the World they ſhould ſuffer, and be per- 
ſecuted ; yet in A, 1. 16. we read, That they” 


Iſrael, which they ex 


Truths) which they could not now bear, John 
16. 12. and that theſe were important "Truths, 
where appears by v. 10, It. where he is diſcourſing* 


I ſhallf of Righreoufnels and Judgment; and then addy» ui 
. that he had yet many Things to ſay, which 8 
t in th they, could not bear: and thereupon promiſes - ü 


holding the Comforter to lead them into att RUR 


eace and Which implies, that they were yet ignorantof Wl 
on this many Truths, and conſequently held dizers 
deav0ll Errors; and yet for all this he ro for, an 

I 


to tht preſſes them to their Ty Daty 6 


(as the Apoſtle faith). we know in Part, and A 


ſeem to be ignorant of that great Truth, whick. Mi 
they had often, and in much Plainneſs, been "il 


asked of him if he would at this Time e > 
the Kingdom of J1#ae!? thereby diſcovering Tal 
that CurisT's Kingdom (as they thought 36 
ſhould confift in his temporal Juri ſdiction over 

belbed ould now corm- 
mence and take Place among them. Agamy* il 
our LokD tells them, that he had many 
Things to ſay (and theſe were many iniportant”- 
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Unity, IP 14. 27, 85 17. 27. e this Gay 
be added that of Heb. 5. 11” where the Au- 
thor ſaich, He had many. Tiitgs ty ſay of the 
Prieftly Office of CH Ri ch,” by reaſon of 
their ' Dulneſs, tie: ws Tt ry to recei ve: 
as alſo that in AM T0. where Peter ſeems to be 
ignorant of that Truth, wit. That the Goſpel was 
to be reached 10 4 Notions ;;- Aud, contrary 
thereunto, he erred in thinking it unlawful to 
ach amongſt the Gentiles I ſhall add two 
exts more, one in A, 1. 9. where we read 
that rhoſe Diſciples which had been diſcipled 
and baptiz d by John, were yet ignorant of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and knew not (as the Text tells 
us) whether there were any Holy Ghoſt or no, 
| tho” Join did teach teonftantly, 7hat he that 
Hel come after; fim, fold baptize with the 

+. l Ghoſt, i e Fire, From hence we 


= 


may be ignorant of many. Truths, by reaſon 
of weak and dull Capacities, and other fach 
| like Lmpediments, even while thoſe Truths 
are with much Plainnefs delivered to them. 
Ag in. we read, Heb. 5 13. of ſome that were 
Unskilful in the Word of Righteoitneſs, who 
nevertncleſs are called Babes in CHRIST and 


\ bly kepr and maintained. 


dy fi f 


* may caſily aud plainly infer, that Chrifttans 


Mom Unity and Peace are to be invigla- 


2 As this Unity and Peace. may-confit in 
we Ignorance of many Truths, and in the 
uw” | potting of ſome Errors, fo it muſt conſiſt Wi 


1 it cannot cad ion che an 
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T0 Peace and Uniißp. 
n . 377 HE J |. 
and practiſing thoſe Things which, at n 4M 
** 24 F4 10 Ny 


4 
- 


* 


ceſſary to Salvation and Church - Comm - 
a and they are; Fixſt, believing hüt er 
the Son of Gop died for the Sihs 6f Men. 
Secondly, That whoever bel ieveth, ought tor be 
Ibdaptized: The third Thing effential to this 
ä Communion, is an holy and blameleſs Con- 
| ver{ation. FE. e * 
ö Finſt, That believing that the Son of Gen 
died for the Sins ot Men, is neceflary to Sal- 
vation, I prove by thoſe Texts which tell us, 
That he that doth not believe ſhall be damned, Marr“ 
16. 16. Jon 3. 46. Rom 10: 19 + 
IT bat it is alſo neceſſary to Church-Commus 
nion, appears from Marth. 16. 16, 17, 18. . MK: 
ter having conſeſt that CHñRIS T Was the Sat HS 
of the living Gop, Caur1sT thereupon/atlures Wl 
him, That upon this Rock, wiz. this Protea 
ſion of Faith, or this CHRIST Which Peas WY 
had confefled, he would build bis Churelzz M0 


r 


Wd 


* 


ana the Gates of Hell ſponla not preuaß g nl 
it. And, 1 Cw. 3. 11. the Apoitle having WET 
told the Corinthians they were Gop's Buildings 
preſently adds, 7hat they could not he built p 
 "y Foundation but that which, was laid, which wan i 
JESUS CHRIST. All which proves, at 
Chriſtian Society is founded. upon the Pro FRE 
feſnon of Cyrisr. And not only Scripture, ne 
x< | dur the Laws of right Reaſon dictate is, Fl 11% 
h - | that ſome Rules and Orders muſt be oberes 
ter the founding of all Society, which mann, 
be conſented to by all that will be ct ir 
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Is An Exhortation 3 
Hence it comes to paſs, that to own CR 15 r 
as the Loxp and Head of Chriftians, is eſſen- 
tial to the foanding of Chriſtian Society. = 
Siecenah, The Scriptures have declared that 
I + this Fatth gives the Profeſſors of it a Right to 
Baprifm, as in the Caſe of the Ewmch, Acts 8. 
when he demanded why he might. not be bap- 
tized? Philip anſwers, That if he believed with 
e Heart he might; the Eunuch thereupon 
confefiing CHRIST, was baptiz cx. 
Now that Baptiſm is eſſential to Church- 
Communion, I prove from 1 Cor. 12. where 
we ſhall find the Apoſtle labouring to prevent 
an evil Uſe that might: be made of — 
Gifts, as thereby to be puft up; and to think 
Wat ſuch as wanted them, were not of the 
Body, or to be eſleemed Members: He there- 
4 epon reſolves, that whoever did confeſs 
BL CxRsT, and own him for his Head, did it by 
dhe Spirit, Verſe 23. And not only becauſe they 
IH be by the Guidance and Direction of the 
WT me Spirit been baptized, Yerſe 13. For by one 
WY Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, &c. I 
reed not go about to confute that Notion that 
7 fome of late have had of this Text, viz That 
the Baptiſm here ſpoken of, is the Baptiſm of 
we Spirit, becauſe you have not owned and 
declared that Notion as your judgment, but 
on the contrary, All of you that 1 have con 
verſed with, have declared it to be underſtood 
ot Baptiſm with Water, by the Direction of 
te spirit; if ſo, then it follows, that * 
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Women are declared Members of CHAIs TSC 


25 and uprightly 7 this preſent eu 


From 


10 Peace at Uni ty. 


Bedy by Baptiſm, and cannot be by Scripture 
reputed and efteem'd fo without it; which - 
further appears from Rom. 6. 5. where Men 2 1 
by Baptiſm are faid to be planted” into the 
IL ikenef of his Death; and Col. 2. 12. we 
are ſaid to be durried with him by Bap- 
tiſm: All which, to ether with the Conſent 
of all Chriſtians, (ſome few in theſe” late 
Times excepted) do prove that Bapyilin is ne- 
celſary ro the initiating Perſons into the 
Church of CHRIS r. % 

Thirdy, Holineſs of Life is "effential te ö 
Church- Communien, becauſe it ſeems to be: i . 
the Reaſon why Cnkisr founded a Church in I! 
the World, wiz. That Men might thereby” 4 
de watched over, and kept from falling; "nh; | 
that if any be overtaken with a Fault, de 
that is ſpiritual might reſtore him: That by 
this Means Men and Wemen might be preſerved . | 
without Blame to the Coming at nnr; ah 
And the Grace of GOD teacheth ns to deny Un N 
gedlineſs and Warlaly Lifts, and to e ß 


— 
— 
* 
9 
— 


it. 2. 11, 12. Ana let every One that nawes he” > | ' 
Name of the LORD depart from. In qu, 2 Tus. 5 60 
2. 19. And James tells us (ſpeaking c pil} | 
Chriſtian Religion) That pure Ref, - and 
wnlefiled before 805, is to wiſit the fee : | | 6 
and Widews in their Affiftion," and to 2 6 — fi 
ſelwas Wr from the Warld, James 4. 
1 which (together win nan 
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o An Exbortation 


that an unholy and profane Life, is tncon- 
tent with Chriſtian Religion and Socie- 
ty; and that Holineſs is eſſential to Salva- 
tion and Church-Communion: So that theſe 
three Things, Faith, Baptiſm and a holy 
Liſe, as I ſaid before, all Churches muſt agree 
and unite in, as thoſe Things, which when 
wanting, will deſtroy their Being. And let 
not any think, that When“ I ſay, heliev- 


- 


Men, is eflential' to Salvation and Chürch- 


all other Articles of the Chriſtian Creed, 
as not neceſſary, as the. Belief of the Refiir- 
rection of the Dead, and eternal Judg- 


Wit to ſpeah particularly to, and the ra- 
der, becauſe. i unfderſitand this great Arci- 
cle of believing the Son of Gop died for 
be Sins of Meß; is comprehenſive of all o- 
thers, and is that from whence all other 
Articles may eaſily be inferred, 


ſtians to practiſe, when I ſay this is all that 
3s requiſite to Church-Communion; for I ye- 
ry. well know that CurisT requires many 


I of his Body, Which, if we knowingly or 
= malicioufly retuſe, may be, the Cauſe, nat 
ey of Excommuuication, but Damnation: 
r 8 3 
bY 55 4 8 


ä ning 


Texts that might be produced) it appears, 


ing the Son of Gop died for the & of 


Communion, that I hereby would exclude 
went, -c. which, for want of Time, I 0+ 
And here I would not be miſtaken, as 
tho' T held there were nothing elſe for Chri- 


other Things of us, after we are Members 
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ro Peace and d. + - 6 
Bat yet theſe are ſuch Things as relate to th 
Well-being, and not of the Being of ClFirches ; 
as laying on of Hands in the primitive Times 
. upon BeJtevers, by which they did receive 
; the Gifts of the Spirit; (this I ſay) was for 
1 the Increaſe and: edifying of the Body, and 
: not that thereby they might become of the 
1 
8 


Body of CHRIST, for that they were before. 
8 And do not think that I believe laying on f. 
a Hands was no apoſtolical Inftitution, becauſe, 
f I fayy® Men are thereby made Members of 
5 CnRisr's Body, or becauſe, I fay, chat it is 
e not eſſential to Church-Communion: Why 
3 ſhould I be thought to be "againſt a Fire 
* in the Chimney, becauſe FI ſay it muff not 
- | be in the Thatch of tke Houſe? Conſider 


chen how pernicious a Thing it is to make e? 
* very Doctrine (tho' true) the Bond of Com- 
= munion. This is that which deſtroys Unity, © | 
x and by this Rule all Men muft be perfecy 7 


before they can be in Peace. For WES 
r | do not ſee daily that as ſoon as Men 

come to a clearer underſtanding of the tt 
as Mind of Gan (to ſay the beſt of what they” "8 


i- hold) that preſently all Men are excommu- 

it nicable, if not damnable; that do not agree 
wich them? Do not ſome believe and ite that 

y to be Pride and Covetouſneſs, x ich others 

rs. do not, becauſe. (ir may be) they have more a 
Jr narrowly. and diligently ſearched into their 


; Duty of theſe Tirings than others haye* 
: Wat then, muſt all Men that have not $6 2 
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* Au Et hor tation. | 
large Acquainzance of their Duty therein, be . 
excommunicated ? Indeed it were to be wiſhed let 
that more Moderation in Apparel and ſecu- 25 
lar Concernments were found among Churches; Ius, 
but Goyp forbid, that if they ſhould come ful 
Mort herem, that we ſhould ſay, as one late- nec 
ly faid, That he could not communicate ind 
with ſuch People, becauſe they were proud | all 
and ſuperfluous in their Apparel. anc 
Let me appeal to ſuch, and demand ef them all 
i there was not a Time fince they believed Do 
and were baptized, wherein they did not believe and 
the laying on of Hands a Duty? and did pre 
HT. they not then believe, and do they not ſtill el 
| | believe they were Members of the Body of 
| Cunts r? And was there not a Time when and 
5 fl you did not ſo well underſtand the Nature | but 
and Extent of Pride and Covetouſnefs as now | wel 
Wl: you do? And did you not then believe, wer 
WW . ard do you not ſtill believe, that you were |} pla! 
true Members of CuRISs T, tho' leſs perfect? | cha 
Why then ſhould you not judge of thoſe || the 
| that differ from you herein, as you judged ry, 
of yourſelves when you were as they now not! 
are! How needful then is it for Chriftians | ma; 
to diſtinguiſh (if ever they would be at Peace || the: 
and Unicy) between 'thoſe Truths which are E 
eſſential to Church-Communion, and thoſe. || that 
—A ³ d - | ; 8 
Fourthly, nity and Peace conſiſt in our ] litt. 
making oue Shoulder, to practiſe and put | whe 
| in Execution the Things we do know: Phil. If the) 
1 | 5 3. 16. 
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- ro Peare and Unity. "TY 
3. 16. Nevertheleſt wherein we have attained, 
let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 
Things. How ſad is it to ſee our Zeal conſume 
us, and our precious Time, in Things daubt- 
ful and diſputable, while we are not concer- 
ned, nor affected with the Practiſe of thoſe 
indiſputable Things we all agree in? We 
all know Charity to be the great Command, 
and yet how few agree to practiſe it? We 
all know they that labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, are worthy of double Honour; 
and that Gop hath ordained that they which 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Gol 
el, theſe Duties, however others have .cavils 
ed at them, I know you agree in themy 
and are perſwaded of your Pary herein; 
but where's your Zeal to practiſe? O how 
well would it be with Churches, if they 
were but half as zealous for the great and 
plain, and indiſputable Things, and the more 
chargable and coſtly Things of Religion, as 
they are for Things doubtful or leſs neceſſa. 
ry, or that are no Charge to them, and coſt 8 
nothing but the Breath of Contention, tho: chax . 
may be too 2 a Price for the ſmall Things 
they purchaſe with it? , - > 1 2. 
But further; do we not agree, that Mew ll 
chat preach the Goſpel, ſhould do it like Work- 8 
| men that needs not be aſhamed? and yer how Ml 
vr little is this confidered by many Preachers, 
it | who never conſider before they ſpeak, of what 
J. | they ſay, or whereof they affirm? How few 
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»„k»„- nonant ation . . 
give. themſelves to ſtudy, that they, may be 
approved? How few meditate and give them 
ves to theſe Things, that their profiting may 
appear ty all 2, . Seb, 
For the Lord's Sake, let us unte to prac- 
tiſe thoſe, Things we know; and if we would 
have more Talents, let us all agree to improve 
thoſe we have. . 
: Sec the Spirit was among the Primitive Pro- 
feſlors, that knowing and believing how much 
it concerned them in the propagating of Chri- 
ſtianity, to ſhew forth Love to one another 
(that fo all might know them to be CHRIS T's 
Diſciples) rather than there ſhould be any 
" Complataings among them, they {old all the 
had: O how zealous were theſe to practiſe, 
and with one Shoulder to do what was upon 
their Hearts for Gon! I might further add, 
how often have we agreed in our Judg- 
ment; and hath it not been upon our Hearts, 
that this and the other Thing is good to be 
dope, to enlighten the dark World, and to re- 
pair the Breaches of Charches, and to. raiſe wp 
thoſe Churches that now lie a-gaſping, and 
among whom the Soul of . is ex- 
piring? But what do we more than talk of 
them? Do not moſt decline theſe Things, 
= hen they either call for their Purſes, or 
their Perſons, to help in this and ſuch like 
Works as theſe? Let ws. then, in what we 
Ve, unite, that we may put it in Practiſe, 
=. | . . 


ts Peace and Uniny. 


remembring, that if we know theſe Things, 
we ſhall be happy if we do them, —_ 
Efthly, This Unity and Peace conſiſt in ut 
joining and agreeing to pray for, and to preſs. 
after thoſe Truths we do not know. The 8 
Diſciples in the primitive Times were con- 
ſcious of their Imperfections, and therefore 
with one Accord continued in Prayer ank 
Supplications. If we were more in the Senſe. 
of our own Ignorances and ImperfeCtions, we. 
ſhould carry it better towards thoſe that differ | 
from us; then we ſhould abound more in 


the Spirit of Meekneſs. and Forbearance, "8 


that thereby we might bring others (or be 
brought by others) to the Knowledge of | 
the Truth: This would make us go ta Gap, i 
and ſay with Elihu, Job. 34. 32. That, which. | 
we know. not, teach tou ws, Brethren, did 
we but all agree that we erred in many: # 
Things, we ſhould ſoon. agree to go to. 
Go p, and pray for more Wiſdom and 
Revelation of his Mind and Will concern- 
aug us. 5 : WWW. . 
But here's our Miſery, that we no ſuen⸗ 
er receive. any Thing for Truth, hut e 
preſently aſcend the Chair of Infallibilirg ns 
with it, as tho* in this we could not er; 
Hence it is we are impatient of Contradig- 
tion, and become uncharitable to thoſe that; 0 | 
are not of the ſame Mind; but now a Cons al 
ſciouſneſs that we may miſtake, or that if 
my Brother err in one Thing, I may e 
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Es 41 Fxhoriation 1 
= in another, will unite us in Affection, and 
| engage us to preſs after Perfection, accor- 
dieg to that of the Apoſtle, Phil 13. 13, 
14, 15. Brethren, I count not myſelf to have 
_ apprehended ; but this one Thing I do, forgetting 
ee Things that are behind, and reaching forth 
to thoſe Things which are before, I prejs to- 
| , wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 
one GOD in CHRIST FESUS. And 
n any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, GOD 
al reveal even this unto you. O then that 
ve could but unite and agree to go to Gop 
for one another, in Confidence that he will 
teach us; and that if any ef us want Wiſ- 
dom (as who of us does not?) we might ask 
ot God, who gives to all Men liberally, 
and upbraids no Man. Let us, like thoſe 
People fpoken of in Jai. 2. ſay one to ano- 
wer, Come, let us go to the Lox, for he 
teach us of his Ways, and we will walk in his 


* 
. 


= Paths. 5 
Sixrhiy, This Unity and Peace mainly conſiſt 
in Unity of Love and Affection; this is the 
at and indiſpenſable Duty of all Chriſtians, 
dy this they are declared CarisT's Diſci- 
= pics: And hence it is that Love is called the 
great Commandment, the old Commandment, 
ind the new Commandment, that which was 
= commanded in the Beginning, and will remain 
= unto the End, yea, and after the End: 1Cor 13. 
=. Chrity never fails; but whether there be Tongues, 
\ | hey ſbal ceaſe; or whethnr there be Knowleage, 


. 


8 mo Uns and Peace i is a Duty well-plea 
to Go 


rity, therefore, is called, The Royal 2 3 4 4 


in Unity and Peace, and the Gop of Love 


(in the Words of a learned Man) that the U. 14 
nity of the Church, is an Unity of Love and 


propounded, and that is, to ſhew the Fruits 


with the Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies at. 


; rits, Bur, on the other * where 8 


it ſhall vaniſh away. And Ver 13. i 
abideth Faith, Hope and Charity: but the 2 | 4 


eſt of theſe. is. Charity. And Col, þ f 5 
Herve all theſe Things, put on Charity, 2 2 Go 
is the Bond of Perjeftneſs. Becauſe Chari = 
the End of the Commandment, 1 Tim. k. G. = 


has a Superintendency over other Laws, and. 
doubtleſs, is a Law to which others muſt give i 
Place, when they come in Competition with | 
it; Above all Things therefore have fervent Ch . 
rity among yourſetves, for Charity covereth a Multt- 
tude of Sins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. Let us therefore live 


and Peace will be with us. 
That you may ſo do, let me remember you 


Affection; and nor a bare Uniformity of Prac 1 

tice and Opinion. Fx * 
Thirdly, Having ſhewn heben this Unity 1 

conſiſts, I come to the third general Thing 4 


and Benefits of Unity and Peace; together { 


tending thoſe Churches worn wha, and Peace : 
are wanting | 


who is tiled the A — 1 
and not of Confuſion, in all the Churches? 
Gop's Spirit rejoices in the Unity of our ci | 

7 


TT A; Exhortation. + 
aud Diviſions are, there the Spirit of Gos 
is gricved. Hence it is that the Apoſtle no. 
ſooner forbids the Epheſians to grieve the Spirit 
ol Gop, but he preſently ſubjoins us a Reme- 


_ GOD, ſ CHRIS T's Sake, hath forgiuen- them. 
= Eph. 4. 30. 32. | 1 
2aly, As Unity and Peace are pleaſing to 
Gov, and rejoice his Spirit, ſo. they reſoice 
the Hearts and Spirits of Gop's People. U- 
nity and Peace bring Heaven down upon Earth 
among us. Hence it is the Apaſtle tells us, 
Rom 4. 17. That the Kinedan of GOD. is not 


Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Where Unity and Peace 


eee, there is Heaven upon Earth: By this we 


ne the firſt Fruits of that bleſſed Eflate 


9 When we ſhall come to the General Aſem- 


a to the Spirits of juſt Men maae perfect, 
—_ Heb. 12. 23. af Fa 
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dy againſt that Evil, That they put awniy Bitter - 
I Teſs and Evil-ſpeaking ; and be kind one to another, 
a tender-hearted, forgiving one another, een as + 


Meat aud Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Pease, and 


we ſhall one Day live in the Fruition of; 
bly, ard Church of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names 
* Are witten 2 Reawen, and to GOD the Judge 

o, outward Peace of the Church ( as a laar- 
\ ned Man obſerves) diſtils into Peace of Con 
| | kl Controverſy, +10 Treatiſes of Mt! fication and De- 
nd the Pſalmif} tells us, it is not only 
od, but pleaſant, for Brethren to dwell: 


10 , 
: N * 
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together in Unity, Pſal. 133. But where 


Unity and Peace are wanting, there are 
Storms and Troubles: Where Ency and Strife. 
is, there is Confuſion and every evil Wark, 
Jomes 3. 16. It is the outward Peace of 


the Church that increaſes our outward Joy; 
and the Peace of Gop's Houſe gives us Uccay 
ſion to eat our Meat with Gladneſs in our own © 


Houſes, As 46. 2 ] 


34%, The Unity and Peace of the Church 


make Communion of Saints deſirable. What 


is it that imbitters Church-Communion; ane 


makes it burdenſome, but Diviſions? Have 


you not heard many complain that they are 
weary of Church-Communion, becauſe of 
Church-Contention? but now where Unity and 


Peace is, there Chriſtians long for Commun on. 


David faith, That he was glad when the 
ſaid unto him, Let us go to the Howe of GOD, *Þ 
Pſal. 122. 1. Why was this, but becauſe (as 


the 3d Verſe tells us) Jeruſalem was # wp 
aempact together, where the Tribes went i, the 


Tribes of the LORD, to give Thanks to tin | 
Name? And David ſpeaking of the Man that 


was once his Friend, thereby let us kngw'the. 


Benefit of Peace and Unity, Pſal 55. 14. , 


ſaith he, tack frwcer Counſel together, and walten 


nity. is ſtrongeſt, Communion is ſweete and 


melt deſireable. You ſee then that Peace 


and Union fill the People of God with De- 
fires after Communion. But, on the other. 


Hand, 
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20 An Exhortatros © 9 © 
Hand, here how David complains, Pſal. 120. 
5. Wo is me, I fojourn in Meſech, aud that I dwell 
in the Tents of Kedar. The Pſalmift here is 
thought to allude to a Sort of Men that dwelt 
in the Deſerts of Arabia, that got their Li- 
vings by Contention ; and therefore he adds, 
Verſe 6. That his Soul had dwelt long with them 
#hat hated Peace. This was that which made 
him long for the Courts of Gop, and eſteem 
one Day in his Houſe better than a thouſand 
elſewhere ; this made his Soul even faint for 
the Houſe of Gop, becauſe of the Peace of 
it; Bleged are they (ſaith he) that dwell in 
thy Houſe, they will be fill praiſing thee. There 
1s a certain Note of Concord, as appears, 
ſtians, meeting with one Accord, praſing GOD. 
2 5 Aly, Where Unity and Peace are, there 
many Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies are pre- 


WW vented, which attend thoſe People where Peace 


and Unity are wanting: And of theſe many that 
might be mentioned, I ſhall briefly inſiſt upon 
= theſe nine. 275 1 


. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 


4 there is much precious Time ſpent to no Pur- 
poſe ; How many Days are ſpent, and how ma- 


1 People are not in Peace? How often have 
many redeemed Time (even in Seed- time and 
= Harveſt) when they could ſcarce afford it, 
ee go to Church, and, by Reaſon of their 
| 1 - Diviſions, come home worſe than they went, 
| . 1 Ye : repent- 


* 1 


on 


Inn, 
* a E 


Alt, -2. where we read of primitive Chri- 


\ 4 ny fruitleſs Journeys made to no Profit, where 
| the 


- 


T0 Peace and Unity. © . 
>. | repenting they have ſpent fo much precious 
Time to fo little Benefit? How ſad is it to 
is ſee Men ſpend their precious Time, in which 
t | they ſhould work our their Salvation, by labour- 


- ing, as in the Fire, to prove an uncertain _ 
1 and doubtful Propoſition; and to trifle away 


| their Time, in which they ſhould make their 
e Calling and Election ſure, to make ſure. of an 


n Opinion, which, when they have done all, 
id are not infallibly certain whether it be true 
Ir or no, becauſe all Things 'neceflary to Sal- 
f Þ& vation and Church-Commuuion are plainly *Þ# 
in laid down in Scripture, in which we may 
'< | be"infallibly fare of the Truth of them f£ bur | 
85 for other Things that we have no plain Text 
i- for, but the Truth of them depends upon our. | 
2. Imerpretations, we muſt be cautioned, _ that ? 
© we do not ſpend much Time in impoſing 
= them upon, or venting among others, unleſs .- | 
de we can aſſume Infallibility ; otherwiſe We N 
at ſpend Time upon Uncertainty. And whoever; = 
n | caft their Eyes abroad, and open their Ears t 8 
I Intelligence, ſhall both ſee, and to their Sor- 208 
7 row hear, that many Churches ſpend moſt of I 


r- their Time in jangling and contending. about ⁵⁶ 
- }& thoſe Things which are neither eſſential tç 
re Salvation or Church-Communion; and, which 
e is worſe, about ſuch doubtful Queſtions that: I 
d I} they are never able to give an infallible 88 "38 
it, lution of. But now, whim Unity and Peace 
ir are, our Time is ſpent in praiſing God, and 
t, in thoſ: great Queſtions, What we fan 2 | | f 
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to be ſaved? and how we may be more 

} holy and more humble towards G o p, and 
BL more charitable, and more ſerviceable to one 

| another? 8 We | 


there is Evil-ſurmizing, and Evil-ſpeaking, 
to the Damage and Diſgrace, it not to the 
ruining of one another: Gal. 5. 14, 15. The 
hole Law is fuifrled in one Word, Thou fhalt love 
Thy Neighbour as thyſelf; but if ye bite and deruaur 
her, take ye be not . g one 
of another. No ſooner is the Bond of Cha- 
rity broken, which is a» a Wall about Chri- 
ſtians, bur ſoon they begin to make Havock 
and Spoil of one another; then there is 
railing. evil Reports, and raking up cvil Re- 
| pr againſt each other: Hence it is that 
Whiſp 
in 


. 5 ary 2 
9 ELITES 
der LIT” 8 4 — 
* 
— — 


ering and Backbitting proceeds, and go- 
dig trem Houſe to Houſe to blaz on the Faults 
—_ and Infirmitics of others: Hence it is that 
dee watch for the Haltings of one anotker, 
and do inwardly rejoice at the Miicarriapes 
ok others, ſaying in our Hearts, Ah, ah, fo 
de would have ir. But now, where Unity 
a Peace are, there is Charity; and where 
—_” Charity is, we are willing to hide the Faults, 
dad cover the Nakednets, of our Brethren. 
_ Carty thinketh no Evil, 1 Cor. 13. 5. And 
. 1 therefore it cannot ſurmize, neither wall it 
. Where Uuity and Peace are wanting, 
there can. be no great Matters enterprized, 


2. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 


. 
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to Pence and Unity. 2 


one another. When the Devil would hin- 
der the bringing to paſs of Good in Na- 
tions and Churches, he divides their Coun- 
ſels, and (as ene well obſerves) - he divides 
their Heads, that he may divide their Hands. 
When Jacob had propheſied of the Cruelty of 
meon and Levi, who were Brethren; he. 
hreatens them with the Conſequent of it; 
en. 49. 7. I will divide them in Jacob, and 
atter them in Iſrael. The Devil is not to 
learn that Maxim he hath taught the Ma- 
hiavehans gg the World, divide N Tmpera, * 
divide aid rule: It is an united Force that's 
ormidable. Hence the Spouſe in the Gan- 
ele, is ſaid to be bat one, and the onlx 
Ine of her Mother, Cant, 6. 9, Hereupon 


fic is (aid of her, Verſe 16. That the "35 r, 


le a5 an Army with Bonwers. What cau a 22 


livided Army do, or a diſeorded Army, , 

f. their Banners, or, for Fer ſ » 
r Shame, thrown them nway? In e 5 
lanner, what can Chriſtians do for RI ˖ = 
nd the enlarging his Dominions in the 
*orld, in bringing Men from Darknels t 


hat have lo 


ight, While themſelves are divided and diſ- 
tered 7. Peace is to Chriſtians, as great Ri- 


are made impregnable; bur whe 
vtiliry of an Ad 


# > 
K 


we cannot do much for Gop, nor mach for 


9 
* 


7 4 
3 5 15 


rs. are to fore Cities, which (beides oo 
er Benefits and Commodities) are natural, 
Fortifications, by Reaſon whercof thoſe Pla», - 


i of? 
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the Citizens, theſe Waters come to be divided 
into little petty Rivulets, how ſoon are they St 
aſſailed and taken ? Thus it fares with Churches, | xz; 
when once the Devil, or their own Folly, di- 
=: vides them, they will be ſo far from reſiſting fu 
"ny . of him, that they will be ſoon fubjected by ge- 
1 - | 
_ him. . x 5 are 
ot Peace is to Churches as Walls to Cities; Ilik 
1 mays Unity hath defended Cities that had no not 
1 Valls: It was once demanded of Ageſilaus, Spe 
_— why Lacedemon had no Walls? He anſwers, ſpati 
„ (pointing back to the City) That the Concord s 
of the Citizens was the Strength of the City if 
v4 like Manner, Chriſtians are ſtrong whenſſure 
_ united; then they are more capable to re-Þn 
1 ſiſt Temptation, and to ſuccour ſuch as arehe 
= tempted ; when Unity and Peace is amongſſjabl. 
= the Churches, then are they like a walledÞian 
=_ Town: And when Peace is the Churcheqhlle 
=_ Wall, Salvation will be her Bulwarks. n 1 
| Platarch tells us of one Siluus that hatch 
_ FEiphty Sons, whom he calls to him as hie b 
lay on his Death-bed, and gave them & W 
_ Sheaf of Arrows, thereby to ſignify, "Thafe Z 
if they liv'd in Unity, they might do much 27, 
h 1 but if they divided, they would come % 4 
1 nothing. If Chriſtians were all of one Piecq W. 
itt they were but all one Lump, or but onff d. 
=__ | Sheaf” or Bundle, how great are the Things theÞuty 
right do ir CnRIST and his People in thy N 
World, whereas, otherwiſe, they can do li am 


tle but diſhonour and olfend him. Pri 


— 


” 
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to Peace and Unity. 23 


y Strength is in his Scales: Jab 41. 15, 16, 17. 
„Ius Scales are his Pride, ſhut up together as with 
4 cloſe Seal; one ts fo near to another, twat 


ger her, they ſlick together, they cannot be ſun- 


145, (Spetulation, that would cauſe their Sepa- 
ers, ration. | 3 

cord} Solomon ſaith, Two are better than one, becauſe 
ig) I one fall, the other may raiſe him; then 
thenſurely Twenty are better than Two, and 
ren Hundred are better than Twenty, for 


s arethe ſame Reafon, becauſe they are more ca- 


nongfable to help one another. If ever Chri- 
allectians would do any Thing to raiſe up the 
rchepllen Tabernacle of Jacob, and to ſtrength- 


It is reported of the. Leviathan, that his 


wo Air can come between them; they join to- 


dred. It the Church of Gop were united 
es Hike the Scales of the Leviathan, it would 
noſnot be every brain-ſick Notion, nor angry 
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the Weak and comfort the Feeble, and to | | 


e hatch back thoſe that have gone aſtray, it malt 


as hi by Unity. 


em ¶ We read of the Men of Babel, Gen. 11. 6. "ps 
Tha: LOR D ſaith, Behold, the People are one, &. 
much $4 nom nothing will be reſtrained from them that 


me it} have imagined to ds. | 
Piece] We learn by Reaſon what great Things. may 
ut on don 

g3 theſpity is: And ſhall not Reaſon (aſſiſted with 
Jo uff Motives of Religion) teach yg, that Uni- 


do li among Chriſtians may enable them to en- 
ne greater Things for Camry T Would 


* 


not 
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done in worldly Atchievements Where 
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I! -” "moſt of Babel and Confufton among thoſe that 


jams for this, that tl 


— M11 ExPoPtation —- © 

= "not this make Saran fall from Heaven like 

Lightning? For as Unity built literal Be,, 
it is Unny that muſt pull down  myftical f 
Babel And, on the other Hand, where Di- 
vifions are, there is Confufion; by this Means 
Babel hath been built in every Age. It 

* hath been obſerved 


a learned Man, and 
I wifh I could not fay truly, that there is 


8 


2 — 
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. 
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cry out moft againſt it. If we would have a 
Hand to deſtroy Babylon, let's have a Heart to 
, Unite one among another. | 
Our Engliſh Hiſtories tells jus, That, after e 
Ain the Monk had been ſome Time in Eng- 
- Im, he heard of me of the Remains of 
the Britiſh Chriſtians, which He conveencd to 
A Place, which Cambden iff his Britama calls 
> Auſtin's Oak Here they met to confulx about 
ok Religion ; but ſuch was their 
e reaſon of uin impoſing Spi- 
rit, that our Stories teils us, That Syr07 warp” 
only met and did m. ol 
thing. This is the Miſchief of Diviſions, Ene 
they hinder the doing of much Good; and ple 
if Chriftians that are divided, be ever famous Let 
far any 0 it will be, that they have of- If 
ten wet together, and talked of this and that 2 
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| to Pegce and Din. 5 
our the Nature of Oil to heal that which 15 | # 
; | wounded, and to ſoften that which is hard: 
Di. Thoſe that have hardned themſelves àgainſt pl 
Gor and his People, when they ſhall be. 

1: | field Unity and Peace among them, WI! 

n ay, Gop is in them indeed. And, on the - ? 
ether Hand, Are they not ready to ſay, 
that | when they ſee you divided, hes the Devil is 
yes that you cannot agree? VVT. 
5. Diviſions and Want of Peace, keep thol-e 
out of the Church the would come in, and 


A 
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= 4 — 
127 "ay b > 
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after leauſe many to go out that are in. 1 0Y 
Eng- _ The Di viſen- of Chriſtians (as a learned Man 1 
ns of (obſerves) are e Scandal” ee aße Jews, an Opp 
ed to brium zo f the Gentiles „and an Inlet to Atheiſm 9 
calls $99 Fineliy,“ Inſomuch that our Contro ver 
abontſſſes about Religion (eſpecially as they haves hh 
their Peen of late managed) have made Religion 
Spi- itſelf become a Controverſy.” O then, Hor, 
nod and pleaſant a Thing is it for B. 
1:4 m. hren to dwell together in Unity! The Peace 1 
ions d Unity among the primitive Chriſtiaus 
and frew ethers ro them: What hinders hes 
amous averſion of the Jews, but the Diviſions 
ve of $f Chriſtians? Muſt 1 be a Chriſtian, üs, 
d chatte Jew? What QChriftian muſt I be! Whas 

les muſt I be of? The N (as one notes, lt 
Poing upon chat Text in J. 11. C. whers 
1 chef is propheſied, That the Zion and the Lamb . Mi 
ell ba? He down together, and that there ſhait be 
It is”? e to hurt wor defiroy in all GOD's M 
the e and Interpreting theſe Sayings to -JN 
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ing deſired to turn in, he refuſed, laying, 
- © Habamack dwells there, meaning that the 


are, there Gop is; and he that dwells in 


" enforced to come and worſhip, 
60D was in them indeed. And we read, Zech. 


with you, - for we have heard that GOD is with 


R N 


2 
* , PL 


14k I oe 9 . . as. 
. 28 - An Exhoptation + 
gi the Concord and Peace that ſhall be 
!1, among the People that ſhall own the A. 
ea, do hence conclude, that the Meſſiah is | 77 
not yet come, becauſe of the Contentions | ©? 
ad Diviſions that are among thoſe that % 
proſeſs him. And the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. | fay 
14. 23. That if an Unbeliever ſhould ſee [wi 
l their Diſorders, he would ſay they were at 
mad; but where Unity and Peace are, there | Wa 
| the Churches are multiplied. We read, As tha 
1 that when the Churches had Ref}, they the 
multiplied; and Al, 2. 46, 47; when the et 
Church was ſerving Gop with one Accord, Ithe 
the LORD aaded to them daily ſuch as would be wo 
i be. A 


It is Unity that brings Men into the Church,. 4 
and Diviſions that bring them out. It is repor- U 
ted of an Indian paſſing by the Houſe of a 
Chriſtian, and hearing them contending, be- 


evil 
dwelt there; but where Unity and Peace 


Love, dwells in Gop. The Apoſtle tells 
the Corinthians, That if they walked order- 
Iy, even the Unbeliever would hereby be 
and fay, 


8. 23. of a Time when Ten Men fhall 
take Hold of a Jew, and ſay, he will gp 


And true 
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4 | And hence it is that CHRIST prays, n. 


gs | FATHER and he were one, that the World might 
© | believe the FATHER ſent him: As if he ſhonld. 


e | will, and to little Purpoſe, it you are not 
re | was the Unity of Chriſtians in former Days, . 


them, That, tho'. they had many Bodies, 
ne yet they had but one Soul. And we read 
d, the ſame of them, Ads 4. 32. That the Multi- 
he e of them that believed, were of one Heart 
and one Soul. 1 e 
ch, And as the learned Stillingfeer obſerves in 
or- his fremcum, The Unity and Peace that 
ak was then among Chriſtians, made Religion 
be- amiable in the Judgment of impartial Hea- 
ng, thens: Chriſtians were then known by the 
evil} Benignity and Sweetneſs ot their Diſpoſi- 
ace tions, by the Candor and Ingenuity of 
in] their Spirits, by their mutual Love, For ' 


to Peace and Unit. i 


„ | ſay, You may preach me as long as you © i 
e ſat Peace and Unity among yourtelves. Such | 


z; that the intelligent Heathen would fay k 1 


tells bearance and Condeſcenſion to one anether. + 


der- But either this is not the Practice of Chri- 


bel filanity, (viz. 2 Duty Chriſtians are now bound - | 1 


to obſer ve) or elſe it is not calculated for 


are of too high an Elevation for it: For 
if Pride and Uncharirableneſs, Diviſions 
and Strife, Wrath and Envy, Animoſities 
and Contentions, were but the Marks of 
Andi true Chriſtians, Pies need neyer. light 
On — 


our Meridian, where the Spirit of Men 


30 A FExhortation 

his Lamp at Noon to find out ſuch among 

aus; but if a Spirit of Meekneſa, Gentle 

© neſs and Condeſcenſion, a ſtooping to the 

Weakneſſes and Infirmities of one ano- 

ther, a Purſuit after Peace, when it flies 

© from us, be the indiſpenſible Duties, and 

© Characteriſtical Notes, of Chriſtians, it may 

© poſſibly prove a difficult Inqueſt to find 

out ſuch, for the Crowds of thoſe that 

© ſhelter themſelves under that Glorious 

Name | 

It is the Unity and Peace of Churches 

that bring others to them, and make Chri- 

ſtianity amiable, What is propheſied of the 

Church of the Jews, may, in this Caſe, be 

applied to the Gentile Church, Jail. 66. 12 

hat when once Gop extends Peace to he 

| like a River, the Gentiles ſhall come in like 

2 flowing Stream; then, (and not till then 

the Glory of the Lord ſhall ariſe upo 

his Churches, and his Glory ſhall be ſec: 

among them; then ſhall their Hearts fea 

and be-enlarged, becauſe the Abundance « 
the Nations ſhall be converted to then. 

6, As Want of Unity and Peace kee 

. thoſe- out of the Church that would com 

in, fo it hinders the Growth of thoſe th: 

are in. Jars and Diviſions, Wranglings an 

Preſudices, eat out the. Growth; if nat t 

Life of Religion. Theſe are thoſe. Warc 


fall 
one 


Th: 


L 


of Marah, that imbitter our Spirits, and quendJard 


due Spirit of God, Unity and Peace are i» 


N 55 o 2 : £ r 
n SI o ra ES 34 A's. SY 
"% E ih hh _ BY at 8 1 1 bs 
* 1 n rr 


— 
N 1 
6 = 2 n Sg 

2 * n 


to Peats and Unix. 
to be like the Dew of Hermon, and as 4 
Dew that deſcended upon Sion, where the 
e · Lord commanded his Bleſſing, Pſal. 133. 3. 
he]. Diviſions run Religion in into Briars- and 
Thorns, Contentions and Parties Diviſions 
are to Churches, like Wars in Countries: 
Where Var is, the Ground lieth waſte and 
untiil'd, none takes Care of it. It is Love 
that edifieth, but Diviſion pulleth down: 
Diviſions are as the North Eaſt Wind to 
the Fruits, which cauſes them to dwindle 
away to nothing; but when the Storms are 
over, every Thing begins to grow. When 
Men are divided, they ſeldom ſpeak the 
Truth in Love; and then no marvel they 
grow not up to him in all Thongs, Which 
1: the Head. | „ 
It is a ſad Preſage of an aproaching Fa. 
mine, (as one well. obſerves} not of nread 
nor Water, but of hearing the Word of God, RN 
when the thin Ears of Corn devour the plump 
ec ful! Ones; when the lean Kine devour the fat 
ones; when our Controverſies about doubiſul 
Things, and Things of leſs Moment, eat up 
{Jour Zeal for the more indiſputable and pra- 
keeJtical Things in Religion; which may give us 
com Cauſe to fear, that this will he our Character 
e ih by which our Age will be known to Poſteriry;. 
zs anf that it was the Age that talked of Religion. 88 
ot ii moſt, and loved it leaft. 0 8 9 
6 Look upon thoſe Churches where Peace is, | 
and there you ſhall find Proſperity : When the 
| > BT Churches 
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An Exhbortation 


Churches had Reſt, they were not only mul- 


- tiplied, but. walking in the Fear of the LoRp, 
and the Comferts of the Holy Ghoſt, they 
were edified; it is when the whole Body 
is knit together, as with Joints and Bands, 
that they increaſe with the Increaſe of 
03»: | 

We are at a Stand ſometimes, why there 
is fo little Growth among Churches, why 
Men have been ſo long in learning, and are 
yet ſo far from attaining the Knowledge of 
the Truth; ſome have given one Reaſon 
and ſome another; ſome ſay Pride is the 
Cauſe, and others ſay Covetouſneſs is the 
Cauſe; I wiſh I could ſay theſe were no 
Cauſes; but I obſerve, that when Gop en- 
tred his Controverſy with his People of old, 
he mainly inſiſted upon ſome one Sin, as 


'Y Idolatry, and thedding innocent Blood, Cc. 


as comprehenſive of the reſt; not but they 
were guilty of other Sins, but thoſe that 
were the molt capital, are particularly in- 
ſiſted on. In like Manner whoever would 
but take a Review of Churches that live 
in Contentions and Diviſions, may eaſily find 
that Breach of Unity and Charity is their 
capital Sin, and the Occaſion of all other 
Sins: No marvel then, that the Scipture 
faith, The whole Law is fulfled in Love; and 
if ſo, then where is Love wanting, it follows 
the whole Law is broken. It is where Love 
grows cold, that Sin abounds; and hips 

: 1 ore 


is among us: It is true in Spirituals as well 
as Temporals, that Peace brings Plenty. _ 

7, Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
our Prayers are hindred: The Promiſe is, 
That what we ſhall agree to ask, ſhall, be 


given us of our heavenly FarHER. No mar- 


vel we pray and Preys and yet are not an- 


ſwered; 
to have. 5 

It is reported, that the People in Latede- 
monia, coming to make Supplications to their 


Idol- god, ſome of them asked for Rain, and 


others of them asked for fair Weather: The 
Oracle returns them this Anſwer, That they 
ſhould go firft and agree among themſelves, 


Would a heathen god refuſe to anſwer fich 


Prayers, in which the Supplicants were not 


agreed; and ſhall we think the true Gop will 4 


anſwer them ?. 


We ſee then that” Diviſions hinder our - n 
Prayers, and lays a Prohibition on our Sa- 
crifice: F thou bring thy Gijt to the Altar, 
(faith CHrIST) and there remember that "thy. | 
Brother. hath ought againſt thee, leave thy Gift, : 


and go amd firſt be reconciled to thy Bros her, and 
then come and offer it. So that Want of Uni- 
ty and Charity hinders even our particular Pray- 
ers and Devotions. | Es 


This hindred the Prayers and Faſtiags of 


the People of old from finding Acceptance, 


F 4 
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fore the Want of Unity and Peace is he 
Cauſe of that Leanneſs and Barrenneſs that 


it is becauſe we are not agreed what 
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24 An Pxhortation 
Jai, 58. 3. The People ask the Reaſon 
wherefore they faſted, and Gop did not ſee 


" Hor. take Notice of them? He gives this 
' Reaſon, becauſe they faſted for Strife and De- 
tate, and hid their 5 

Again, I@ 59. the Lord ſaith, His Hand was 


ace from their own Fleſh. 


. not ſhortned, that he could not ſave M nor his Ear 


FR 
"is 


' 
1 J 


Leauy, that he could not hear; but their Sins 


Had ſeparated between their GOD and them, And 


among thoſe many Sins they ſtood charga- 


ble with, this was none of the leaſt, wiz, 


that the Way bf Peace they had not known. You 


ſee, where Peace was wanting, Prayers were 


| kindred, both under the Old and New Teſta- 


ment. 
The Sacrifice of the People, in 7fai. 65. 


that ſaid, Stand further of I am holier than 


thou, was a Smoak in the Noflrils of the LORD. 
On the other Hand we read how accepta- 
ble thoſe Prayers were that were made with 
one Accord, As 4. 24. with 3L. 1 prayed 
with one Accord, and they were all of one 
Heart, and of one Soul; and ſee the Bene- 
fit of it, They were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 


end ſpoke the Word with all Boldneſs: Which 
Was the very Thing they prayed for, as ap- 
pears, Verſe 29. And the Apoſtle exhorts rhe 


Huchand to dwell with his Wife, that their 


Prayers might not be hindred, 1 Per. 2.4. We 
fee then, Want of Unity and Peace, either 


in Families or Churches, is an Kindrance © 
Prayers. | ; 
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to Peace and Unity. 
to CHRIST, that his Famil 


that has the Conduct of it: 


And if fo, then how greatly do we diſho- 


nour our Lorp and Governour, who gave 


his Body to be broken, to keep his Church 


from breaking, who prayed for their Peace 


and Unity, and left Peace at his departing 
for them for a Legacy, even a Peace 
which the World could not beſtow upon 
them ? OP. 
9. Where there are Peace and Unity, 
there is a Sympathy with each other; that 
which is the Want of. one, will be the 
Want of all: Who is afflicted (fays the A- 


poſtic) and I burn not? We ſhould then 
remember them that are in Bonde, as wound with 
them; and them which ſuffer Adverſity, as being 


eur ſelves alſo in the Body, Heb. 13 3. But 
(here the Body is broken, or Men are not 
reckoned or eſteemed of the Body, no mar- 
vel we are ſo little affected with ſuch as 
are afflicted) where Diviſions are, that which 
is Joy of the one, is the Grief of another; 
but where Unity, Peace and Charity abound, 
there we ſhall find Chriſtians mourning 


with them that mourn, ang rejoicing Wu 
them that rejoice; then they will not en- 
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8. It is a Difhonour and- Diſparagement 
ſhould be di- 
vided. When an Army falls into Muriny and 
Diviſion, it reflects Diſparagement on him 
n like Manner 

the Diviſions of Families are a Diſhonour © 
to the Heads, and thoſe that govern them. 


822 


EET #1 Exhorration © - 
eiu the Proſperity of others, nor ſecret] 

_ rejoice at the Miſeries or Miſcarriages of 

any. | Mi 

Lsfily, I ſhall give Fourteen Directions 

and Motives for obtaining Peace and U- 

nity. | | | | 
1. If we would live in Peace and Unity, 


to ſcek Peace: Of whom then can we ſcek 
it with Hopes to find it, but 67 him who 
is a Gop of Peace, and has -promiſed to 
bleſs his People with it? Gop has promt- 
Ted to give his People one Heart, and one 
Way; yet, for all cheſe Things, he will be 
fonght unto. ©” 


poſtle prays for in all his Epiſtles; in which 
his Deſire is, that Grace and Pearce may be mul- 
tiplied and tiicreaſed among them 
2. They that would endeavour the Peace 
-of the Churches, muſt be careful who they 
commit the Care and Overſight of the Churches 
to; as, firſt (over and beſides thoſe Quali- 
Hcations that ſhould be in all Chriſtians) 
they that rule theChurch of God, ſhould been 
of Counſel and Underſtanding. Where an 
ignorant Miniſtry is, commonly is an ignorant 
Feople, according as it was of old, Like Priefis, 
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we muſt pray for them. We are required 


The Peace of Churches is what the A- 
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tro Peace U.. 
Hoy ſad is it to ſee the Church of Gen 
committed to the Care of ſuch that pretend 
to be Teachers of others, yet underſtand not 


What they ſay, or whereof they affirm? No 


marvel che Peace of Churches is broken, 
when their Watch-men want Skill to pre- 
ſerve their Unity, which of all Things is 
as the Church's Wall; when they are divi- 


ded, no wonder they crumble to Atoms, if 
there is no skilful Phyſician to heal them. 


It is ſad when there is no Balm in Gilead, 
and when there is no Phyfician there. Hence 
it is, that the Wounds of Churches become 


incurable, like the Wounds of Gop's Peo- * 


ple of old, either not healed at all, or elſe 
but flightly, and to no Purpoſe, May it 
not be faid of many Churches at this Day, 


as Gop ſaid of the Church of ael, Thar: 


he ſought for a Man among them that ſhould ſtand 


in the Gape, aud make up the Breach, but he found 


none? e 

Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 2. 7. 
The Prieft's Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge ; and 
the People ſhould feek the Law at his Month: But 


when this is wanting, the People will ſtumble 


and depart from Gop and one another. There. 
fore Gon complains, Hef. 4. 6 That his Pen- 


dle were deſtroyed for Want 6 Knywleaze; that 1 
. J 8 | 


15% kor Want of knowing Guides; for if the 
Light in them, that teach, be Darkneſs, hows 


great is that Darkneſs? And it the Blind | 8 
. 8 | lead-4 
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SE” Tezd the Blind, no marvel both fall into the 
16 Ditch. 5 | Ih 

How many be there that take upon them to 

teach others, that had Need be taught the Be- 


' inning of Religion; that inſtead of multiply- 
ing Knowledge, multiply Words without 
Knowledge; and inftead of making known 
God's Counſel], darken Counſel by Words with- 
out Knowledge? Some do more than darken 
Counſel, for they wreſt the Counſel of Gop; 
2 Pet. 3. 16. n Paul's Epiſtles ave ſome Things 
* Fard to be underſtood, which they that are unlearned 
Veil ſtable wreſt, as they de alſo the other Serip- 
tures, to their own Deſtructien. Some Things in 
Scripture are hard to be known, and they 
are made harder by ſuch unlearned Teach- 
ers, as utter their own Notions by Words with- 
out Knowledge. OY 3 


None are more bold to take upon them to 
expound the dark Myfteries and Sayings of 
the Prophets and Revelations, and the 9th of 
the Romans, which I believe contains ſome of 
thoſe many Things which in Paul's Epiſtle, Peter 
faith, were hard to he under tod: I ſay, none are 
more forward to dig in theſe Mines, than thoſe 
that can hardly give a ſound Reaſon for the 
firſt Principles of Religion; and ſuch as are 
ignorant of many more weighty Things, that are 
eeaſily to be ſeen in the Face & Superficies of the 
= Scripture. Nothing will ſerve theſe but ſwim- 
= ming in the Deeps, when they have not yet 
learned to wade thro' the Shallows of the 
8 | Scrip- 
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Scriptures; like the Onoſict of old, WR 
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thought they knew all Things, tho, theß 


knew nothing as they ought. And as thoſe 


Gnoſtick; did of old, ſo do ſuch Teachers ot 


late, break the Unity and Peace of Churches. 
How needful then is it, that, if we deſirę the 


Peace of Churches, we chuſe out Men of 


Knowledge, who may be able to keep them from 


being ſhattered and ſcattered with every Wind 


of Doctine; and who may be able to con- 


vince and ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers? ** 
3. You muſt not only chuſe Men of Coun- 
ſel; but (if you deſign the Unity and Peage 


of the Churches) Men of Courage to govern 


them: For as there muſt be Wiſdom to bear 
with. ſome, ſo there muſt be Courage to cor- 
rect others; as ſome muſt be inſtructed meekly, 


ſo others rebuk'd ſharply, that they may be 
ſound in the Faith; there muſt be Wiſdom 


to rebuke ſome with Long-ſuffering, and 
Courage to ſippreſs and ſtop the Mouths o 
others. The Apoſtle tells Itus of ſome whoſe 


Mouths muſt be ſtopp'd, or elſe they would 


ſubvert whole Houtes, It. I. 11. where this 


Courage has been wanting, not only Whole 


Houſes, but whole Churches have been ſab- 
verted. And Paul tells the Galatians, That 
when he ſaw jome enden vour to bring the Churehes © 


into Bondage, that” he did mt give Place to them, 
no not for an Hour, &. Gal. 2. 5. If this Conre 
had been taken by the Rulers of Churches, 
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their Peace had not been fo often invaded by 
unruly and vain-Talkers. . 
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ww [An Exhortation 


4. In chuſing Men to rule (if you would f 
erideavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit, and l 
the Bond of Peace thereby) be careful you || ; 
chuſe Men of peaceable Difpofitions. That | 
which has much annoyed the Peace of Church- |} ; 
es, has been the froward and perverſe Spirits of || 

0 
2 


the Rulers thereof, Solomon therefore adviſes, 


That with a furious Man we fhould not go, let 2 
we learn his Ways, and get a Snare to our Souls, f. 
Prov..£2. 24, 25. And with the Froward wen 
learn Frowardneſs. How do ſome Men's if xj 
Words eat like a Canker; who, inſtead of f 
lifting up their Voice like a Trumpet, to n 
found a Parley for Peace, have rather ſounded ] lg 


an Alarm to War and Contention? If we fe 


would live in Pea let us reverence their y 
Feet that bring the glad Tidings of it. O70 
how have ſome made it their Buſineſs to ,, 
preach Contentions, and upon entertaining of] it 
every novel Opinion, to preach Separation! fr. 
How has God's Word been ſtretched and torn, de 


to furniſh theſe Men with Argument to tear nc 
Churches? Have not our Ears heard theſe Texts, th 
that ſay, Come ext from among them, and be ſepa- fre 
rate, &c. And withdraw trom every Brother 
that walks diſordely? I fay, have we not heardſ 
theſe Texts, that were written to prevent Diſ⸗ 
order, brought to countenance the greateſt] 
Diſorder in the Church of Go, even Schiſis 
and Diviſon* whereas one of theſe Exhorta 
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the true Gop; as appears, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 17. com 


where Paul exhorts the Church of Theſſaloica 


| not writ for a few Members to withdraw from 


either in Doctrine or Practice, ſhould, by this 


of the Grounds and Lawfulneſs of their Sepa- 
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tions was ritten to the Church of Corinth, to 
feparate themſelves from the Idols Temple ank 
Table, which many of them lived in the Partict- 7 
piation of, notwithſtanding their Profeſſion of the 


pared with 1Cor. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 10. 14, 20, 22. and 4 | 
not for ſome Members, who ſhall make themſelyes 
both Judges and Parties to ſeparate, when, and ass 
often as they pleaſe, from the whole Congregation 


and Church of Gop where they ſtood related; 


for, by the ſame Rule, and on the ſame Ground, 
may others ſtart ſome new Queſtions among 
theſe new Separatiſts, and become 1 

the Communicableneſs of them, and thereupon 
make another Separation from theſe, till at 
laſt two be not left to walk together. And 
for that other Text, mentioned 2 Thefſ: 3. 9. 


N 2 2 
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to withdraw themſelyes from every Brother that  *® 
walks diſorderly; I wonder that any ſhould bring 
it to juſtify their Separation, or withdrawing > 
from the chan” of a true (tho'. a diſor- 

derly) Church. For, 1. Conſider that this wass 


the Church, but for the Church to withdraw 
from diforderly Members. 2. Conſider that if 
any offended Member, on Pretence of Error 


Text, become Judges (as well as as Parties) 


ration, then it would follow, that half a Score 1 
notorious Hereticks, or ſcandalous Liyers (When 


they © 
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ey have walked fo as they forſee the Church 


are ready to deal with, and withdraw from, 


them) ſhall anticipate the Church, and pre- 


tend ſomewhat againſt it, of which them- 
ſelves muſt be Judges, and ſo withdraw 
from it, pretending either Herefy or Diſorder; 
and then condemn the Church, to prevent 
the Diſgrace of being condemned by it. How 
needtul then is it, that Men. of peaceable Diſ- 
poſitions, and not of factious and dividing 
Spirits, be choſen to rule the Church of Gop, 
left it be leavened and ſowred by them? 

5. As there muſt be Care uſed in chuſing 
Men to rule the Church, ſo we muſt conſider 
that there are many Things darkly laid down 
in Scripture ; this will temper our Spirits and 
make us live in Peace and-Unity the more firm- 
1y in Things wherein we agree; this will help 
us to bear one another's Burthen, and ſe ful- 
Rl the Law of CayrisrT, in as much as all 
Things neceſſary to Salvation and Church- 
Communion are plain in Scripture. And where 
Things are more darkly laid down, we ſhould 
conſider that Gor intended hereby to ftir up 
our Diligence, that we might” increaſe our 
Knowledge, and not aur Divilions: For it may 
be faid of all Diſcoveries of Truth we have 
made in the Scriptures, as it is ſaid of the 
Globe of the Earth, that tho' Men have made 

great Searches, and thereupon great Diſcore- 
ries, yer there is ftill a Terra incognitn, an un- 
known Land; fo there is in the Scriptures; — 
"SR | after 
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to Peace and Unity. 


after another, yet {till there is a Terra incagnitay 
an unknown Tract, to put us upon farther 


Search and Enquiry, and keep us from cen» 


ſuing and falling out with thoſe who have 


not yet made the ſame Diſcoveries; So that 


we may ſay with Dauia, when we reflect on 
our ſhort Apprehenſions of the Mind of Gop, 
He have feen an End of all Perfectiens, but GOD'S 


Commanas are exceeding brad; and (as one ob- 
ſerves, ſpeaking of ttie- Seriptures) that there 


is a Path in them leading to the Mind of Gop, 
that lies far from the Thoughts and Apprehen- 
fions of Men. And, on the other Hand, in 


many other Places, Gop fits, as it were, on 
the Superficies, and the Face of the Letter, 
where he that runs may diſcern him peaking 


ugg and no Parable at all. How ſhould 
the 
peaceable Deportment towards thoſe that dif- 


fer? 


nity, we muſt conſider how Gos has temper- 
ed the Body, that ſo the comely Parts ſhould 
not ſeparate from the uncomely, as having no 
Need of them; 1 Cor. 12. 22,-----25. There 


are in CIS T's Body an Houſe, ſome Mem- 
bers and Veſſels leſs honourable, 2Tim. 2. 20. 


And therefore we ſhould not, as ſome. now. a- 
days, pour the more abundant Diſgrace, in- 
ſtead of putting tke more abundant Honour ur 
pon them; did we but conſider this, we * 


after Men have travelled over them, one gs 


onſideration of this induce us to 42 


6. If we would endeavour Peace and v : 
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be covering the Weakneſs, and hiding 


leſs Member in its Place uſeful, ie 

2. If we would live in Peace, let us remember 
our Relations to Gop, as Children to a Fa- 
ther, and to each other as Brethren. Will 
not the Thoughts that we have one Father 


quiet us, and the Thoughts that we are Brethren 


unite us? It was thismade Mraſham propoſe Terms 


ol Peace to Lot, Gen 13 Let there be no Strife be- 


tween us, for we are Brethren. And we read of M- 


| ſes (A, ) 26 J uſing this Argument, to reconcile 


thoſe that ſtrove toget ier, and to ſer them at one 
again; Sire, ye are Brethren, Why do ye wrong one a- 


nother? A deep Senſe of this, that we are Bre- 


thren, would keep us from dividing. 
8. It we would preſerve Peace, let us mind 


the Gifts, Graces, and Virtues that are in each 


other; let theſe be more in our Eye than their 
Failings and Imperfections When the Apo- 
ſtle exhorted the Philipians to Peace, as a Means 


here unto, that ſo the Peace of Gop might rule 


in their Hearts, he tells them, Chap. 4, 8. That 


= Tf there were any Virtue, or any Praiſe, they ſhould 


think of theſe Things While we are always ex- 


- poling the Faults of one another, and ſpread- 


ing their Infirmities, no marvel we are ſo little 


in Peace and Charity; for as Charity covers a 
> Multitude of Sins, ſo Malice covers a Multi- 
= tude of Virtues, and makes us deal by one 
WE another, as the Heathen Perſecutors dealt with 


Chri- 


8 
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che 
 Miſcarriages of one another, becauſe we are 
all Members of -one another, and the moſt uſe- 


- ro > Phe al Unity. ; 5 


Chriſtians, wiz; put, them in Bana; I 2 
they might more eaſily become a TRY to the | 


Dogs defigned to devour them. 


9. If we would keep Unity and ates] ler? 


us lay aſide provoking and dividing Language, 
and forgive thoſe that aſe it. Remember that 
old Saying, Evil Wards. corrupt good Manners, 


When Men think to carry all atore them, RB 
with ſpeaking uncharitably and W ns 


of their Brethren, or their Opinions ; may not” 
ſuch be anſwered, as h anſwered his unfriend- 
ly Viſttants, Chap. 6. 25. How forcible are right 
Waords* But what «do your Arguings reprove? How 
healing are Words ficly ſpoken ? 4 Hora in Sea. 
fon, hom good is it? If we would ſeek Peace, let 
us clothe all our. Treaties for Peace with accep- 
table Words; and where one Word may. bet- 
ter do than another, let that be uſed to Rene 
Perſons or Things by; and let us not, as ſome 
do, call the different Practices of our Brethren, 


Will-worſhip, and their different e 5 


Doctrines of Devils, ahd the Doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Fornication, & unlefs 
we can plainly 5 expreſly prove it ſo. Such 
Language as this has ſtrangely divided ou 
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Spirits, and hardened our Hearty,con tom ä : Z 


another. 
19. If we would live in Peace, let us m 
the beſt Conſtruction of one another's \ 


and Actions. Charity judges the beſt, — iy, 5 


thinks no Evil. If Words and Action waa 


— 


be well conſtrued, let us neyer put an ill Os 4 
_ Nang "4 


Turn. Shall the Devil's Kingdom be united, 
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1% * | 
bl fruction upon them: How much has the Peace 


of Chriſtians, been broken by uncharitable in- 
terpretring Words and Actions? As ſome lay 
to the Charge of others, What they never ſaid, 
$f, by ſtraining Men's Words, others lay to 
their Charge that they never thought. 

11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe that 
Gop, by his Providence, has ſet over you; this 
is a great Means to preſerve the Unity a d Peace 
of Churches; but when Men (nay ſometimes 
Women) fhall uſurp Authority, and think 
themſelves wiſer than their Teachers, no won- 

der if they run into Contemions and Parties, 
and fay, they are not free to hear thoſe whom 
the Church thinks fit to ſpeak to them. This 
is the firſt Step to Schiſm, and is often atten- 
ded with a ſinful Separation. | 

12. If you would kcep the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace, be mindful, that the 
Gop whom you ſerve is a Gop of Peace, and 
your Saviour is a Prince of Peace; that his 
Mays are Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths are Peace; 


that CarisT was ſent to give Light to them that 


fein Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, and 
pl to guide our Feet in the Way of Peace. 

13. Confider the Oneneſs of Spirit among 
the Enemies of Religion; tho* they differ a- 
bout other Things, vet they will agree to per- 
ſecute and extirpate Religion out of the Earth; 
the Devils in the Air, in the Earth, in Hell, 
and in the World, do all make One at this 
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m Peace and nity. 
Devil 


and CnnisT's be divided? Shall the 


and Chriſtians not unite to carry on the great 
Defign of faving of them? Shall the Papiſts a- 


gree to carry on their Intereſt, notwithſtanding 


the Multitudes of Orders, hy e and Dit- 
ferences among them? And ſhall not thoſe that 
call themſelves Reformed Churches, unite, to 


| carry on the common Intereſt of CurrsT in 


the World, notwithſtanding ſome petty and 
diſputable Differences among them? Auarrels 


about Religion (as one obſerves) were Sins n 


named among the Gemiles What a Shame is it 
then for Chriftians to abound in them, eſpeci- 
ally conſidering the Nature of Chriftian Reli- 


gion, and what large Proviſions the Author of 


it has made to keep its Profeſſors in Peace? In. 


ſomuch that it is next to a Miracle, that ever an 


(eſpecially the Profeſſors of it) ſhould fall out 
about it. Le | 

ſtands at the Door; let this moderate our Spi- 
rits, that the LoRp is at Hand. What a fad 
Account will they have to make when he comes 
that ſha#] be found to ſmite their Fellow ſer- 
vants, and to make the Way to his Kingdom 
narrower than ever he made it? Let me cloſe 


all in the Words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 13. 11. . : 


nally, Brethren, farewell; be perfect, be of good Cm 
fort, be of one àlind. live in Peace, and the GOD 
of Love and Peace ſhail be with you. :” 
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join to drive on the Deſign of damning Men, 


14. Conſider and remember, that the Judge f 
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Nu, 1 thoueht good to advertiſe thee, that 
i I have delivered this to thy Hana, in the ſame 
Order and Mcthod in which it was preached, and, 
almoſt, in the fame Words, without any Diminiſh- 
ings, or conſiderable Enlargeings, unleſs it be in the 

' fourteen laſt Particulars ; upon ſome of which 1 have 
made ſome Eniargements, which I could not then do 
for Want of Time: but the Subſtance of every one of 
hem was then laid down in the [ame particular Or- 
der as here this haſt them. And nom I Have done, 
I doubt not (to uſe the Wards of a moderate Man on | 
the like Occaſion) it will fare with me, as it doth 
commonly with him that parts a Fray; beth Parties 
may perhaps drive at me for wiſhing them us worſe 
than Peace: My Ambition of the publick Tranquillity 

. of the Church of GOD, I hope, will carry me thro 
theſe Hazards, let beth beat me, jo their Quarrels 
ceaſe, I ſhall rejoice in the Blows and Scars I ſhall 
rake for the Church's Safety, tl 
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